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1 Baltimore City , Md . 
Statement of Significance 

Access to Southern timber and excellent transportation 

facilities allowed Baltimore to develop an important lumber 

trade. Sawmills, woodworking plants, lumberyards and ship-

yards were common to the city , particularly in waterfront 

areas . As a result of increasing industriali zation after the 

Civil War, Baltimore also became a center of furniture manu-

facture. The Hughes Furniture Manufacturing Company, incor-

porated in 1895 by a man who had already been in the furniture 

manufacture business for twenty-five years , was an example of 

this development. 
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Maryland Historical Trust 
State Historic Sites Inventory Form 

1. Name (indicate preferred name} 

s eAdOl~ Survey No .... R 101 :6 

B- I 0 f '"\ 
Magi No• 041012 5614 d-.. 

DOE _yes _no 

historic Hughes Furniture Manufacturing Company 

and/or common 

2. Location 

street & number 1200 block Haubert Street 

city, town Baltimore 

state Maryland 

3. Classification 
Category 
_ district­
~ bulldlng(s) 
_ structure 
_ site 

_ object 

Ownership 
_public 
-1L private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
_ In process 
_ being considered 
~-not applicable 

_ vicinity of 

county 

Status 
..x_ occupied 
_ unoccupied 
_ work in progress 
Accessible 
x_ yes: restricted 
_ yes: unrestricted 
_ no 

congressional district 

Present Use 
_ agriculture 
_ commercial 
_ educational 
_ entertainment 
_ government 
_x_ industrial 
_ military 

_ not for publication 

_ museum 
_ park 
_ private residence 
_ religious 
- scientific 
_ transportation 
_other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing address.es of ~ owners) 

name Proctor and Gamble Manufacturing Company 

street & number P · 0. Box 20 7 7 telephone no. : 7 5 2 - 244 0 

city, town Baltimore state and zip code Maryland 21230 

s. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Baltimore City Courthouse liberMLp 9241 

street & number Fayette and Calvert Streets folio 31 5 

city, town Baltimore state Maryland 

6. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

title none 

date _ federal _ state _county _ local 

depository for survey records 

city, town stat.e 



7. Description 8 .,~,. 
Sui:vey No . -B Hll 2 

Condition 
_ excellent 
_ good 
_x_ fair 

Check one 
_ deteriorated ~unaltered 
_ ruins _ altered 
_unexposed 

Check one 
~ original site 
_ moved date of move 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

The Hughes Furniture Company complex is typical of 
late nineteenth century factory construction. Although 
it was built in three sections over the period from 1895 
to after 1913 the entire complex is of post and beam 
construction with brick masonry bearing walls. The 
oldest structure, at the northern end, has a shed roof 
sloping s i x feet from Haubert Street down, whi le the 
later sections have a slightly pitched gable. The south 
facade (probabl y post World War I) has a stepped parapet 
wall . Aside from these minor differences, all three 
sections are remarkably similar particularly with regards 
to the fenestration . The single one over one sash windows 
have segmental l y arched lintels. Nearly all have been 
bricked up but their regularity accentuates the immense 
size of the plant. It was certainly one of the largest 
furniture plants in the city. Nothing remains internally 
on the process. 



8-10/fb 
8. Significance Survey No . B 1012 B zliAf 

Period Ar••• of Slgnlflc•nce-Check •nd justify below 
_ prehistoric _ archeology-prehistoric _ community planning _ landscape architecture_ rellglon 

_ 14~1499 _ arc;heology-hlstorlc _conservation _ law _science 
_ 15~1599 _ agriculture _ economics _ literature _ sculpture 

_ 1600-1699 _ architecture _ education _ military _ social/ 
_ 17~1799 _ art _ engineering _ music humanitarian 
_x__ 1~1899 _ commerce _exploration/settlement _ philosophy _ theater 
_ 1900- _ communications ___x_ industry _ polltlcs/government _ transportation 

_ Invention _ other (specify) 

Specific d•tes Builder/Architect 

check: Applicable Criteria : 
and/or 

Applicable Exception: 

A B C D 

A B C D E F 

Level of Significance: , _ . national _state _local 

G 

Prepare both a swnmary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

Access to Southern timber and excellent transportation 
facilities allowed Baltimore to develop an important lumber 
trade . Sawmills, woodworking plants , lumberyards, and ship­
yards were common to the city, particularly in waterfront 
areas. As a result of increasing industrialization after the 
Civil War , Baltimore also became a center of furniture manu­
facture. The Hughes Furniture Manufacturing Company, in­
corporated in 1895 by a man who had already been in the fur­
niture manufacture business for twenty five years, was an 
example of this development . 

After the Civil War, Jacob Hughes founded the furniture 
manufacturing company of Geelhaar, Hughes and Co .. The 
company was in existence only two years when it was absorbed 
by the Atlantic Furniture Manufacturing Co .. Hughes became 
a part of the Atlantic management, and worked there for about 
twenty-three years . In February of 1895 , he founded the 
Hughes Furniture Manufacturing Co. in Locust Point. It 
occupied the entire block bounded by Haubert, Mariott, Decatur 
and Beason Streets, and employed about 125 people . 

At first the company manufactured cheap and medium grade 
goods . The increased demand for better furniture, however , 
led them to re-equip their plant in 1900 so that they could 
produce finer work. By 1910 Hughes was manufacturing chamber 
suits, dressers, chiffoniers, toilet tables, wardrobes and 
hall racks out of a variety of woods, including oak, mahogany, 
birdseye maple and Circassian walnut. They shipped their 
finished products throughout the South. 

Today part of the building is used as warehouse space 
by ProGter and Gamble; most of it remains empty. 



9. Major Bibliographical References 

Histo·ry of· ·the ·Jews in 'Baltimore Blum, 1910 
intervi ews at Pocter and Gamble 

1 O. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property-------­

Quadrangle name------- Quadrangle scale 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 

AL.i.J I I I I I I I I I sw I I I I I I I I 
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

cLLJ I.__._~----' _I--...------ D~ I I I I 
E L.LJ I I I.___.__.__..._.._ __ F LJ.j I I I I 
G L.LJ I I I.__.__.__..._.._ __ H LJ.j I I I I 

Yerb•I bound•ry description and justification 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping st•te or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Leslie Barr, Dennis Zembala 

organization Baltimore Museum of Industry date 5/ 83 

street & number 1415 Key Highway telephone 7 z 7 _ 4 8 o 8 

city or town Baltimore state Mary land 

... r • 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Marylan~ ~g~~latu~e -to Qe foµnd ~n the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement . 

• ; t ' J ' • , ") # -: ' ~ '; -; .) t • . .... 

, 'Ihe -.survey and inventory are being prepared for ioformat;i.qn ,anq 1 h 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights . 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis , Maryland 21401 
(301) 269- 2438 

-.1. ·.: 

PS-2746 



1. SIH~ NO 0 z. HA~R . / ENT ORY Historic American Engine1?ring Rec 
Deportment of the Interior, Woshingl. , D.C. 20240 

• 8 NAM ElSl OF STRUCTURE 

1C S7A1f 

COUNTY 

COUNTY NAM~ 

11 SITE AC DRESS !STREET 1' NO 

\2.00 blod:. th ube....-tS+ . 

15 CONDITION 70 0 EXCELL El< T 7t0 GOOD 

CITY'VICIN T. 

~~1+1r--io a .. 

:, DATE 

CONG 
DIST 3 

SCALE 

SCALE 

7 0WNER,A0"41N 

frodt>,.. tG"'mHe 
9 OWNERS AOORESS 

e~x 2 077 

STATE M D COUNTY NAME 

COUNTY 

12 EXISTING O NA 
SURVEYS 

Q NHL 

Q CONF 

13 SPECIAL FEATURE~ (DESCRIBE BELOW1 

Q INTERIOR INTAC .. 

12, 0 1·s2 s 

O OTHER 

0 1.625 

74 Q 'lUINS 75 Q UNEXPOSED 

Co 

CITY'VICINITY 

8 ta, I+- I t"l 0 r C 

Q HASS Q HAER- 1 Q HAER 

Q STATE O COUNTY 0 LOCAL 

(!J'EXTERIOA INTACT 

OUAO 
~AP..•E 

OU O. D 
NA~E 

76Q ALTER~'.) 820 DESTROYED 

CONG. 

'3 DIST. 

Q NPS 0 Cl6 

O OTHER 

0 ENVIRONS INTACT 

85Q DEMOLISHEO 

16 INVENTORIEDBY 

LESLI€ 8~~~ 
AFFILIATION I 61tLT1No~e- Mv.sev'-' or :rNPtJSI~ 'r' 

1 - D!:SCRIPHON ANO BACKGROUND HfSTORY. INCLUOING CONSTRUCTION OATE(Sl. HISTORICAL OATE1S1 PHYSICAL DIMENSIONS. 
M ATERIALS. EXTANT EQUIPMENT. ANO IMPORTANT BUILDERS. ENGINEERS. ETC 

18 ORIGINAL USE 

M"' I'\ v -hic+v re.. I 
PRESENT USE 

_ l)JM"e. ho" s e 
19 REFERENCES-HISTORICAL REFERENCES. PERSONAL CONTACTS ANO•OR OTHER 

61v I'll !! \~+-') •-F 11\c_ ::f'ews 11'\ ~ ... 1+, Mo re. I"\ I 0 

(f(2 Peyx-.) 
2C URBAN AREA 50.000 

POP OR MORE' n/vr:~ O NO 
2 1 NPS REGIQtl. 22 PUBLIC ACCESSIBILITY 

2< LOCATED IN AN HISTOR1•; OISTR;::- · 

Q VES NAWE 

YES. LIM ITED 

Q NO 

0 YES. UNUM IT ED 

0 UNKN0WN 

( CAPTIVE USE 

DISTRICT I D NO 

fCONTOVEAl 

!CONT OVEI 

23 EDITOR 

INDEXER 

USDl-NA TIONAL PARK SERVICE FORM 10-292110177) / 
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