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Statement of Significance
B0 Railroad Fort Avenue Warehouse
Baltimore City, Maryland (1880)
(B-1014)
Private

The Baltimore and Ohio Railroad constructed the Fort Avenue
Warehouse in 1880 to serve as a storage facility, primarily for
tobacco. During the last half of the nineteenth century, Maryland
was one of the country's three major tobacco producing areas,
(along with Virginia and the West). Baltimore served as the
principal market for the region. An excellent harbor encouraged
steamers and schooners to deposit their tobacco from the southern
tidewater region at Baltimore, while the major railroad lines
diverted much of the Ohio River trade to the city as well. In
addition to tobacco, other merchandise was stored at the Fort

Avenue Warehouse. It was an integral part of the B§0O's trans-

portation network, which had its base at Locust Point.
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1 H Magi No.
Maryland Historical Trust g 0410145619

State Historic Sites Inventory Form DOE __yes _ mo

1. Name {(indicate preferred name)

historic B & O Railroad Fort Avenue Warehouse

and/or common

2. Location

street & number 1900 Fgort Avenue —_not for publication

city,town Baltimore — Vicinity of congressional district

state Maryland county

3. Classification

Category Ownership Status Present Use

___ district —_ public X _ occupied ____ agriculture —___ museum

_X building(s) _X private ____unoccupied _X commercial ____park

— structure _both —_ work in progress ____educational —_ private residence

____ site Public Acquisition Accessible ____entertainment __religious

. object ____in process X _ yes: restricted ____government ____ scientific

— being considered —___ yes: unrestricted ___industrial — transportation
__Xnot applicable —__no ____ military ____other:

4. owner Of Property (give names and mailing addresses of all owners)

name Chessie Systems

street & number Baltimore and Charles Streets telephone no.: 237_7000

city, town Baltimore state and zip code Maryyland 21201

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Baltimore City Courthouse liber
street & number Fayette and Calvert Streets . £olio
city, town Baltimore state Maryland

6. Representation in Existing uistorical surveys

non
title e

date — federal ___ state ___ county ___ local

Jepository for survey records

city, town state




7. Description Survey No. B-1014

Condition Check one Check one

____excellent ____deteriorated _X_unaltered __X original site

X good —__ruins — altered ____ moved date of move
—fair ___ unexposed

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its

various elements as it exists today.

Although its general appearance recalls the dormer-roofed
warehouses of the late eighteenth century Baltimore, the Fort
Avenue Tobacco Warehouse is modern in its use of elevators.
Unlike earlier warehouses, it has no loading doors on its
upper floors, only windows. It is a three and one half story,
brick masonry and timber structure, nineteen bays long by
five bays wide. Its gabled roof with dormer windows offers a
contrast with the B § O's warehouse across the harbor in Fells
Point. Built a decade later, the latter has a flat roof de-
void of ornament. A heavy timber post and beam floor system
results in heavy load capability but no long spans of unob-
structed floor space. On the upper levels, each bay has a
single, double-hung sash window, six over six lights, which
lets very little light into the interior of the building -
not a major consideration in a warehouse. On the ground level,
every other opening has a hinged double door for loading. At
the south facade the end bays contain a personnel door servicing
the warehouse offices.



8. Significance Survey No. B-1014

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
—prehistoric ___ archeology-prehistoric ____ community planning ____ landscape architecture____ religion

1400-1499 _ archeology-historic — conservation — law ___science

- 1500-1599 ____ agriculture - economics — literature — sculpture
—1600-1699 ___ architecture — education — military —_social/
— 1700-1799 ___art ___ engineering — music humanitarian
X_1800-1899 _X_commerce ___exploration/settlement ____ philosophy ____theater
1900~ —_ communications — industry — politics/government ____ transportation
____invention —___ other (specify)
Specific dates Builder/Architect
check: Applicable Criteria: _ A _ B _C _ D
and/or

Applicable Exception: _ A B C D E F G

Level of Significance: _ national __ state _ local

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and
support.
The Baltimore and Ohio Railroad constructed the Fort Avenue

Warehouse in 1880 to serve as a storage facility, primarily for
tobacco. During the last half of the nineteenth century, Mary-
land was one of the country's three major tobacco producing areas,
(along with Virginia and the West). Baltimore served as the prin-
cipal market for the region. An excellent harbor encouraged
steamers and schooners to deposit their tobacco from the southern
tidewater region at Baltimore, while the major railroad lines
diverted much of the Ohio River trade to the city as well. 1In
addition to tobacco, other merchandise was stored at the Fort
Avenue Warehouse. It was an intergral part of the B § O's trans-
portation network, which had its base at Locust Point.

The Fort Avenue Warehouse is significant as an integral
part of the system of the Baltimore § Ohio Railroad, the first
passenger-carrying railroad in the United States. Starting in
1828, the B § O lines went west from the present Mt. Clare sta-
tion, and by the late nineteenth century comprised a vast
national network of tracks and stations. After the Civil War,
the B § O built many facilities to hold specialized cargoes,
signing long-term contracts with shipowners and receivers.

Soon as involved in the warehouse and terminal business as the
railroad business, the company constructed a large number of
warehouses, grain elevators and other structures in the Baltimore
area during the 1870's and 1880's. Locust Point, in particular,
was a center of these facilities.

The Fort Avenue Warehouse was built in 1880. The 95,000
square feet building was used for the storage of export tobacco,
and imported wood pulp, toys, crockery and rubber, as well as
other products. In order to facilitate cargo handling,railroad
tracks ran the entire length of both sides of the building. The
warehouse had elevators, and was divided into three sections by
firewalls and doors. It also had its own pier facilities.



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. p_1014

Warehouse Facilities of the B § 0 1923
The Impossible Challenge Herbert Harwood Jr.
Baltimore Suzanne Greene

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property
Quadrangle name Quadrangle scale

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references
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Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
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Verbal boundary description and justification
List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries
state code county ' code
state code county code
11. Form Prepared By
nameftitte Leslie Barr, Dennis Zembala
organizationBaltimore Museum of Industry date: 5783
street & number 1415 Key Highway telephone 727-4808
cmor‘to‘fm "Baltimore e Maryland

]

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by
an Act of the Maryland Legislature-to be ,found in the Annotated
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement.

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of
individual property rights.

return to: Maryland Historical Trust
Shaw House
21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 269-2438
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1.8ITE . NO ' P 1ol 4 HAER . JENTORY Historic American Engineering Rec

Department of the Interior, Washings.

2 INDUSTRIAL CLASSIFICATION 3 PRIORITY 4 DANGES OF DEMOLITION? O ves [_B/uo O unknOowN
'y ~ (SPECIFY THREAT)
WRVE hCV S E

5 DATE B GOVT SOURCE OF THREAT / ADMIN

1530

7 OWNERADMIN
Chessie Systems
& NAME(S OF STRUCTURE 9 OWNER'S ADDRESS
8'}0 P"p" Forﬂdr h\reh'\,‘@. Wave ho vse 89\”‘; more + Charles \’JW""fL)

0.5TaTE [ M CITYNVICINITY CONG state [ Ml P COUNTY NAME CITYVICINITY
COUNTY Ba it - DIST e Paltime re CONG.
alT rmpr e 0 | 3|counTty 0 DIST. :
11. SITE ADDRESS(STREET & NO) 12 EXISTING OnA CINHL OHABS [HAER—I [ HAER OnPs DOcis
SURVEYS
CJconF OsTaTE [ COuNTY O LocaL O OTHER
1990 Fort Avenve grr -
3 SPECIAL FEATURES (DESCRIBE BELOW)
CIINTERIOR INTACT EXTERIOR INTACT CIENVIRONS INTACT
EASTING NORTHING scate  [Fr2: O1s25
= ; QUAD 2
3lef2f9(310[4[3] [ 8[4[3[4] Qowes mwe _ Dalfimore East
UTM ZONE EASTING NORTHING SCALE 124 1625
a = QUAD
HEERERERERN Donen
15 CONDITION 70 [JEXCELLENT 71 Goon 72dFam 730 DETERIORATED 74 JRUINS 75 (JUNEXPOSED 76 ] ALTERED 82[J DESTROYED 8s[JDEMOLISHED
16, INVENTORIED BY ] ) AFFILIATION DATE ==
Leshe Barr I gai-i'.mare Musevm of :C'_nau;f;*-y l 3/83
17 DESCRIPTION AND BACKGROUND HISTORY, INGLUDING CONSTRUGTION DATES), HISTORICAL DATE(S) PHYSICAL DIMENSIONS. ’
MATERIALS. EXTANT EQUIPMENT. AND IMPORTANT BUILDERS. ENGINEERS ETC
i
Sec atrache o
(CONT OVER)
18 ORIGINAL USE PRESENT USE ADAPTIVE USE
woew € ho v & Wetre ho vi € l
19 REFERENCES—HISTORICAL REFERENCES, PEASONAL CONTACTS ANDOH OTHER
Worchédvse Facrilv$ies of +he F+0 /923
i =i B . L]
P (CONT OVER)
20 URBAN AREA 50,000 d 21 NPS REGION 22 PUBLIC ACCESSIBILITY [d YES. LMITED 1 YES UNLIMITED 23 EDITOR 3
POP. OR MORE? YES
i Ono O unNKNOWN INDEXER
24 LOCATED IN AN HISTORIG DISTRIGT? )
Oves dno NAME DISTRICT 1.D. NO

USDI—NATIONAL PARK SERVICE FORM 102921077}

. '
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