
Statement of Significance 
B&O Railroad Fort Avenue Warehouse 
Baltimore City, Maryland (1880) 
(B-1014) 
Private 

B-1014 

The Baltimore and Ohio Railroad constructed the Fort Avenue 

Warehouse in 1880 to serve as a storage facility , primarily for 

tobacco. During the last half o f the nineteenth century, Maryland 

was one of the country ' s three major tobacco producing areas, 

(along with Virginia and the West) . Baltimore served as the 

principal market for the region . An excellent harbor encouraged 

steamers and schooners to deposit their tobacco from the southern 

tidewater region at Baltimore , while the major railroad lines 

diverted much of the Ohio River trade to the city as well . In 

addition to tobacco, other merchandise was stored at the Fort 

Avenue Warehouse . It was an integral part of the B&O ' s trans-

portation network, which had its base at Locust Point. 



Maryland Historical Trust 
State Historic Sites Inventory Form 

1. Name (indicate preferred name) 

historic B & 0 Ra ilroad Fort Avenue Warehouse 

and/or common 

2. Location 

street & number 1900 Fort Avenu e 

city, town Baltimore 

state Maryland 

3. Classification 
C•tegory 
_ district­
_!_ bulldlng(s) 
_ structure 
_site 

_object 

Ownership 
_ public 
_x_ private 
_ both 
Public Acquisition 
_ In process 
_ being considered 
~not applicable 

_ vicinity of 

county 

St•tus 
_!____ occupied 
_ unoccupied 
_ work in progress 
Accessible 
..£ yes: restricted 
_ yes: unrestricted 
_ no 

Survey No. B-1014 

Magi No. 041.014 5.619 

DOE _yes no 

congressional district 

Present Use 
_ agriculture 
~commercial 
_ educational 
_ entertainment 
_ government 
_industrial 
_ military 

_ not for publication 

_ museum 
_ park 
_ private residence 
_ religious 
_ scientific 
_ transportation 
_other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of~ owners) 

name Chessie Systems 

street & number Baltimore and Charles Streets tele phone no. : z 3 7 _ z 0 0 0 

city, town Baltimore state and zip code Maryland 21201 

s. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Baltimore City Courthouse liber 

street & number Fayette and Calvert Streets folio 

city, town Baltimore state Maryland 

6. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

title 
none 

date _ federal _ state _ county _ local 

depository for survey records 

city, town state 



7. Description 

Condition 
_ excellent 
_x_ good 
_ fair 

Check one 
_ deteriorated ~unaltered 
_ ruins _ altered 
_unexposed 

Check one 
~original site 
_ moved date of move 

Survey No. B-1014 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

Although its general appearance recalls the dormer-roofed 
warehouses of the late eighteenth century Baltimore, the Fort 
Avenue Tooacco Warehouse is modern in its use of elevators . 
Unlike earlier warehouses, it has no loading doors on its 
upper floors, only windows. It is a three and one half story, 
brick masonry and timber structure, nineteen bays long by 
five bays wide . Its gabled roof with dormer windows offers a 
contrast with the B & O's warehouse across the harbor in Fells 
Point. Built a decade later, the latter has a flat roof de­
void of ornament. A heavy timber post and beam floor system 
results in heavy load capability but no long spans of unob­
structed floor spQCe . On the upper levels, each bay has a 
single, doubl e-hung sash window, six over six lights, which 
lets very little light into the i nterior of the buil ding -
not a major consideration in a warehouse. On the ground level, 
every other opening has a hinged double door for loading. At 
the south facade the end bays contain a personnel door servicing 
the warehouse offices . 

. I . 

'\ ·I 



8. Significance Survey No. B.-1014 

Period 
_ prehistoric 

1400-1499 
. 1500-1599 

_ 1600-1699 
_ 1700-1799 
..!..._ 1800-1899 
_ 1900-

Specific dates 

Area• of Significance-Check and Ju•tify below 
_ archeology-prehistoric _ community planning _ landscape architecture_ religion 
_ areheology-hlstorlc _ conservation _ law _science 
_ agriculture _ economics _ literature _ sculpture 
_ architecture _ education _ military _ social/ 
_ art _ engineering _ music humanitarian 
~ commerce _ exploration/settlement _ philosophy _ theater 
_ communications _ Industry _ politics/government __ transpol,'tatlon 

_ Invention _ other (specify) 

Builder/ Architect 

check : Applicable Criteria : 
and/or 

A B C D 

Applicable Exception: A B C D E F G 

Level of Significance: national s t ate local 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

The Bal timore and Ohio Railroad constructed the Fort Avenue 
Warehouse in 1880 to serve as a storage facility, primarily for 
tobacco. During the l ast half of tlie nineteenth century, Mary­
land was one of the country's three major tofiacco producing areas , 
(along with Virginia and the West). Balt imore served as t he prin­
cipal market for the region. An excellent haroor encouraged 
steamers and schooners to deposi t their tooacco from the southern 
tidewater region at Baltimore, whi l e the major railroad lines 
diverted much of the Ohio River trade to the city as well. In 
addition to toba~co, other merchandi se was stored at the Fort 
Avenue Warehouse. It was an intergral part of the B & Q's trans­
portation network, which had its base at Locust Point. 

The Fort Avenue Warehouse is significant as an integral 
part of the system of the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad, the first 
passenger-carrying railroad in the United States. Starting in 
1828, the B & 0 lines went west from the present Mt . Clare sta­
tion, and by the late nineteenth century comprised a vast 
national ne~work of tracks and stations. After the Civil War , 
the B & 0 built many facilities to hold specialized cargoes, 
signing long-term contracts with shipowners and receivers . 
Soon as involved in the warehouse and terminal business as the 
railroad business, the company constructed a l arge number of 
warehouses, grain elevators and other structures in the Baltimore 
area during the 1870 ' s and 1880 ' s . Locust Point, in particular, 
was a center of these facilities. 

The For t Avenue Warehouse was bui l t in 1880. The 95 , 000 
square feet building was used for the storage of export tobacco, 
and imported wood pulp, toys, srockery and rubber, as well as 
other products. In order to facilitate cargo handling, railroad 
tracks ran the entire length of both sides of the building . The 
warehouse had elevators, and was divided into three sections by 
firewalls and doors. It a l so had its own pier facilities . 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No • B _ 1 014 

Warehouse Facilities of the B & 0 1923 
The Impossible Challenge Herbert Harwood Jr. 
Baltimore Suzanne Greene 

1 O. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property ____ ___ _ 
Quadrangle name ______ _ Quadrangle scale-------
UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 

ALLJ I I I I I I I I I 8 W 11.1 I I I I I 
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

cLLJ .__I ~I...._._--.._! _I...._._.._._.. __ oLLJ .__I ~l..__-.....~I _I--------
E LLl I I I ._I ~_..__.-.... ....... F LLJ I I I .__I ............... ___.__ __ __ 

G LLJ I I I .__I ....,__,_......._ __ Hl..LJ I I I 
Verbal boundary description and justification 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Leslie Barr, Denni s Zembal a 

organization Bal timore Museum of Industry date 3/83 

street & number 141 5 Key Highway telephone T2 7 - 4 -S 0 8 
.. -- ("" . 

l -

city or town Baltimore : 1 .. I 

state Miaryland , Ir 

·1:r :.;::; 

The Maryland Histor ic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryla~d. Legisla~ure - to be , f~uhd in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

I• . 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis , Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 
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'. 
1. SITE ·- . NO 0 HAEA . VENTO RY Hi storic American Engineering Reo 

Deportment of the Interi or, Washi ng~ 

2 IN0 1JSTRl4L CLASSIFICATION 

Wr>. 'le hov Se.. 

J PRIORITY • OANC EROI' DEMOLITION? 
(SPECIFY THRE O.i) 

D YES NO 0 UNKNOWN 

5 DATE 

)f'30 
6. GOVT SOURCE OF TH REA Tr-....,..-...--

1 OW NER!AOM IN 

C~ ess1 e S ysrerris 
8 NAME(S) OF STRUCTURE 9 OWNER'S ADDRESS 

B+O R.R . i=o r"t />l,venve W 01-reh o vse 80. H-, f>'lore ,,. c J.-a.d t s )me~ 

10 STATE 

COUNTY 

COUNTY NAME 

11, SITE ADDRESS(STREET & NO J 

/'}o o 'Fo r+ A v e ,, v (' 

16. INVENTORIED BY 

CITY/VICINITY 

6'°' H- 1 01 o r e 
CONG 
DIS T 

STATE ."1 lJ COUNTY NAME 

0 3 COUNTY 

SCALE 

SCALE 

12 EXISTING 
SURVEYS 

Q NR Q NHL 

Q CONF 

13 SPECIAL FEATURES 1DESCRIBE BELOW) 

Q INTERIOR INTACT 

13' 1.2• 0 1.62 5 

Q OTHER 

0 1 62 5 

74 Q RUINS 75 Q UNEXPOSED 

CITYN ICINITY 

gt>\ Jr I °"I 0 r e 

Q HABS Q HAER-1 Q HAER 

O STATE Q COUNTY D LOCAL 

(B'EXTERlOR IN TACT 

OUAO '.:<DI If I l'YI O f"(!. 
NAME LJ 

OUAO 
NAME 

76 Q ALTEREO B~Q DESTROYED 

Le $ Ii c: Bci. r r 
AFFILIATION eo. 1+ 1 M<> f'C M vse v n, or r. ndvs f 1-

DATE J lg' 3 
17 DESCRIPTION AND BACKGROUND HISTORY. INCLUDING C0 NST RUCT10"1 OA.TECSl. HISTORICAL DATEcS1. PHYSICAL DIMENSIONS. 

MATERIALS. EXTANT EQUIPMENT. ANO IMPORTANT BUILDERS. ENGINEERS. ETC 

18 ORIGINAL USE 

Wt!W' C ho v-:;e.. I 
PRESENT use 

. W °"V(. ho 11 > e. 

19. REFERENCES-HIS TORICAL REFERENCES. PERSONAL CONTACTS ANO,QR OTHER 

\tJ"' re h b v s c ro. L I I ' +-· (? s ., .p ~ e 8 .;.. 0 I 'f 2.3 

20 URBAN AREA 50.000 
POP. ORMORE? mYES O NO 

2 1 NPS REGION 22 PUBLIC ACCESSIBILITY 

24 LOCATED IN AN HISTORI<; DISTRICT? 
D YES NAME 

YES. LIMITED 

O NO 

Q YES. UNLIMITED 

O uNKNOWN 

I ADAPTIVE use 

DISTRICT I 0 NO 
·5:. 

CONG. > .. :.;,,. 
OIST. 

0NPS Q CL6 

Q OTHER 

Q ENVIRONS INTACT 

85Q DEMOUSHEO 

(CONT OVER) 

(CONT OVER) 

23. EOITOR 

INDEXER 

USOl-NA TIONAL PARK SERVICE F~R~l().292 (10/17) A 
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