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Henderson's Wharf Warehouse

Statement of Significance

The Baltimore and Ohioc Railroad constructed the warehouse
known as Henderson's Wharf in 1897 to serve as a tobacco baling and
storage facility. During the last half of the 19th Century,
Maryland was one of the country's three major tobacco producing
areas (along with Virginia and the west), with Baltimore serving
as the principal market for the regicen. An excellent herbor
encouraged steamers and schooners to deposit their tobacco from
the southern tidewater region at Baltimore and the major railroad
lines diverted much of the Ohio River trade to the city as well.
Here sorting grading and baling into hogshead barrels took
rlace. Much of the crop was then shipped to Eurcpe or used in the
local cigar making industry. (Baltimore was the third largest
cigar producer in the U.S. in the 1860's.) Henderson's Wharf
became an intricate part of the national railroad shipping network
and continued to operate until around 1930. Presently, it is

being converted into private residences.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Tobacco Warehouse at
the foot of Fell and Wolfe Streets is an irregularly shaped,
six story. red brick structure which has an east/west
orientation.

“Fhe easf facade is nine bays wide. Each bay of the
first floor is occupied by an arched doorway with double,
iron doors and a granite sill. Above this level is a
corbelled ledge. Above this ledge, each bay is separated by
a brick pilaster which has a stringcourse and a decorative
brick capital. Between each pilaster is an arched window
with iron shutters. The building is capped by an elaborate
brick cornice. The south facade is identical in detail,
but is seven bays in length. The southeast facade, also
identical, is seven bays in length. The west facade, which
is visible only from the water, is 17 ‘bays in length. 1t
is “identieal to the other facades except the first level has
arched loading docks occupying each bay. The first four
levels of the north facade are obscured by an addition. The
facade is 10 bays in length and has nine evenly spaced
arched windows on the top level. There is no cornice or
architectural decoration on this facade.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Baltimore and Ohio Railroad constructed the ware-
house known as Henderson's Wharf in 1897 to serve as a tobac-
co baling and storage facility. During the last half of the
19th Century, Maryland was one of the country's three major
tobacco producing areas (along with Virginia and the west),
with Baltimore serving as the principal market for the
region. An excellent harbor encouraged steamers and schooners
to deposit their tobacco from the southern tidewater region
a2t Baltimore and the major railroad lines diverted much of the
Ohio River twrade to the city as well. Here, sorting, grading
and baling into hogshead barrels took place. Much of the crop
was then shipped to Europe or used in the local cigar making
industry. (Baltimore was the third largest cigar producer in
the U.S. in the 1860's.) Henderson's Wharf became an:intricate
part of the national railroad shipping network and continued
to operate until around 1930. Presently, it is being converted
into private residences.

Historical Significance

E. Francis Baldwin, a Baltimore architect, designed
Henderson's Wharf warehouse and several other structures for the
B&O including the Mt. Royal Station, the Mt. Clare Roundhouse
(now the BEO Museum), Harper's Ferry Station, Parkersbury
Station and Washington,*“D.C.'s University Station.

Henderson's Wharf warehouse is significant as an integral
part of the system of the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad, the first
passenger-carrying railroad in the U.S. Beginning in 1828, the
B&O lines went west from the present Mt. Clare station, and by
the late 19th Century comprised a vast national network of
tracks and stations. After the Civil War, the B&0 built many
facilities to hold specialized cargoes, signing long-term
contracts with shipowners and receivers. Socon as involved in
the warehouse and terminal business as the railroad business,
the company constructed a large number of warehouses, grain
elevators and other structures in the Baltimore area during
the 1870's and 1880's. Locust Point had a number of these
used to store sugar, coffee, tobacco and grain. When these

(CONTINUED, PAGE 2)
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Henderson's Wharf Warehouse
8.  SIGNIFICANCE

Historical Significance, continued page 2

facilities became inadequate, Henderson's Wharf was construc-
ted across the harbor at Fells Point to handle the increasing
volume of the areas's local canning and packing industry. The
railroads ferried goods from the south across the harbor in
cars loaded on barges. Henderson's Wharf became an important
transfer point for these gcods.

The Henderson Wharf warehouse is tied into an intricate
system of street freight trackage most of which still runs
throughout Fells Point. Used today by Conrail and the
Chessie rail systems, this complex of switching trackage was
originally built in the 1860's and 1870's by several railroad
lines in order to reach the waterside warehouses and businesses
once tied to ocean shipping.l Sharp curves, narrow streets
and tight track space in the old colonial seaport of Fells
Point made the use of standard locomotives impossible. Horses,
and later specially designed trucks, pulled a limited number of
cars through the streets on these tracks.

The part of this trackage system which serves Henderson's
Wharf is the Fell Street track which begins at the barge slip
at the end of Fell Street and runs about 920 feet straight to
the northwest. This siding (which parallels a Penn RR siding)
once ran to another B&0 warehouse and a freight house. Next
to the slip are several spurs which served Henderson's Wharf
warehouse and three small canneries nearby. Herbert Harwood,
BR&O historian, describes the active days of the trackage
system-

"By 1948. Penn RR had 80 customers along its
trackage -- warehouses, lumber dealers, food
processors. B&O had nine customers but most
business went to two pierside warehouses, the
railroad-owned Henderson's Wharf and private-

ly owned Belt's Wharf warehouse - and a cement
distribution plant. ... Since B§O closed its own
Henderson's Wharf warehouse, its present traffic
consists almost entirely of inbound cement for
the Arundel Corporation distribution plant.'2

1
lerbert H. Harwood, Jr.. "Horse-Era Railroading at the Harborside',
Pailfan, February 1978.
2
Ibid, p. 55.
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The Baltimore and Ohio Railroad constructed the warehouse known as Henderson's Wharf in 1897 to serve as a tobacco

baling and storage facility.

During the

last half of the 19th Century, Maryland was one of the country's three

major tobacco producing areas (along with Virginia and the west), with Baltimore serving as the principal market

for the region.

An excellent harbor encouraged steamers and schooners to deposit their tobacco from the southern

tidewater region at Baltimore and the major railroad lines diverted much of the Ohio River trade to the city as

well.

U.S. in the 1860's.)
continued to operate until

Here, sorting, grading and baling into hogshead barrels took place.
to Europe or used in the local cigar making industry.

around 1930.

Much of the crop was then shipped
(Baltimore was the third largest cigar producer in the
Henderson's Wharf became an intricate part of the National railroad shipping network and
Presently, it is being convereted into private residences.
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