B-1023

Statement of Significance
J.S. Young Company (B-1023)
Baltimore City, Md. (private, 1869)

The J.S. Young Company, which produced industrial products
made from licorice, dyes, and tanning extracts was founded in
1869. It was located on the harbor on Boston Street in Canton.
for over one hundred years, the company was a leader in the
licorice industry. By 1964, J.S. Young was the nation's second

largest and one of the oldest producers of industrial licorice.



Survey No. RB-1023
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Maryland Historical Trust Cardon NE 7 FOERSCIRENIS
State Historic Sites Inventory Form H sfovic Disttp@t_yes _no

1. Name (indicate preferred name)

historic J.S. Young Company

and/or common

2. Location

street & number 2701-2733% Boston Street ____not for publication
city, town Baltimore vicinity of congressional district
state Maryland county
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
— district — public - X occupied ____ agriculture —__ museum
X __ building(s) _X_ private —___ unoccupied ~ — commercial — park
— structure — both — work in progress __ educational ____ private residence
— Site Public Acquisition Accessible —_ entertainment — religious

__ object ____in process _x yes: restricted —_ government —___ scientific

—_ being considered ____ yes: unrestricted _X__ industrial ____transportation
. not applicable ___ no ____ military ___other:

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of all owners)

name Charles Blum

street & number telephone no.:

city, town Baltimore state and zip code

5. Location of Legal Description

Baltimore City Courthouse

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. liber RHB 3365

street & number Fayette and Calvert Streets folio 366

city, town Baltimore state Maryland

6. Representation in Existing uistorical surveys

title none

date — federal ___state ____ county ___ local

depository for survey records

city, town state




7. Description Survey No. (B-1023

Condition - Check one Check one

— excellent _X_ deteriorated ____ unaltered _X_original site

—good ____ruins ___ altered —_moved date of move
e ____ unexposed

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its
various elements as it exists today.

When the American Tobacco Company moved the J.S. Young Company
operations to Canton in East Baltimore in 1911 the first buildings
they erected were the one-story office building on Boston Street,
the east Power House, and the east wharf facility. The remaining
structures were built shortly thereafter.

Along the eastern boundary of the site, the large three-story
Aniline House occupies the center of a line of buildings. Originally
a two-story, ten-bay brick structure, it was later raised a third
story. To the north is a four-bay addition which has also been
raised. These buildings contained large vats where imported woods
were boiled to extract dyes. To the south was the Extractor House,
where the liquid was separated from the wood pulp. The original
power house separated the Extractor House from the wharf and a long
storage shed.

To the west of the Aniline Works is a group of buildings which
comprised the Licorice Plant. Adjacent to the pier is a large one-
story brick warehouse for storing the bulk licorice root which was
imported and unloaded from ships at the pier. The four bays of the
plant are without fenestration, being divided by pilasters and inset.
The south facade has a single group of windows set high in the wall
above the loading door. The roof is slightly pitched with a continuous
monitor, all supported on a light riveted -truss. The warehouse is
connected on the north to the West Boiler House whose axis is perpen-
dicular to it, and to the licorice shredding house. Large water tanks
on the roof of the building have recently been removed. An overhead
conveyor ran from the top floor of the Aniline House to the West Boiler
House where dried pulp was used to fire the boilers. The shredding
house was north of the West Boiler House, and housed the operation of
pulverizing several types of woods and roots, including the raw materials
for licorice and for aniline. This building is a three-story brick
building, seven bays long, whose roof has an unique all-timber Howe
truss. Part of the truss has recently been destroyed by fire.
Connected to this building on the north is the Licorice Extract House,
a three-story structure with a three-story addition of the west which
contained a machine shop.

Several large warehouses complete the site. A brick licorice ware-
house is adjacent to the licorice plant on the north and a similar one
is located just west of it. Both are high one-story windowless buildings,
the latter having once belonged to the H.J. McGrath Canning Company.
Two modern corrugated metal warehouses lie east of the office building
on Boston Street.



8. Significance Survey No. B-1023

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
—prehistoric _ archeology-prehistoric ____ community planning ___ landscape architecture ___ religion
-1400-1499 ___ archeology-historic —__conservation — law ____science
—1500-1599 ____ agriculture —___economics —literature —__ sculpture
——1600-1699 ___ architecture — education — military — social/
—1700-1799 __art — engineering —__ music humanitarian
_X 1800-1899 ___ commerce — exploration/settlement __ philosophy — theater
___ 1900~ —__ communications —X industry — politics/government ____ transportation
__invention — other (specify)
Specific dates Builder/Architect
check: Applicable Criteria:t _ A B C _ D
and/or
Applicable Exception: | A | B, C D E F 1G
Level of Significance: _ national _ state _ local

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and
support.

The J.S. Young Company, which produced industrial products
made from licorice, dyes, and tanning extracts was founded in
1869. It was located on Boston Street in the Canton harbor area.
For over one hundred years, the company was a leader in the
licorice industry. By 1964, J.S. Young was the nation's second
largest and one of the oldest producers of industrial licorice.

The J.S. Young Company, founded in 1869, was located on
the harbor on Boston Street in Canton. This excellent location
facilitated the import of thousands of tons of raw licorice
root annually. The root was processed in the 8.5 acre plant
for use in beer, tobacco moisteners, fire fighting foam and
wall board.

At the plant, the bales of root were shredded and placed
in vats for the extraction of the plant's liquids by the use
of steam pressure and hot water. The resulting liquid then
went to evaporators to remove the water. The result, a molten
mass of licorice, was poured into 52 pound molds to solidify
and was then packed for shipment.

Besides licorice, the J.S. Young Company produced tanning
extracts used in the manufacture of leather products, and
natural dyes for use with textiles, silk and leather. Before
closing in the 1970's, J.S. Young had reached prominence in
national and international trade. Today the Boston Street
building is leased by a local trucking firm.



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. p_1023

Baltimofe, Gateway to the South (Balto., )s P.74
Vertical files, Baltimore Museum of Industry
Oral interview with former J.S. Young president Walter Belit:z

Advertisments and promotional materials provided by Mr. Belitz
10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property
Quadrangle name Quadrangle scale

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references

Moo e e ) "Lal Bl Leachbl oilerifora |

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
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Verbal boundary description and justification

1

l
|

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

name/title Ann Steele, Curator Kevin Dolan, Intern

organization Baltimore Museum of Industry date 2/83

street& number 1415 Key Highway telephone 727-4808
city or town Baltimore state Maryland

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement.

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of
individual property rights,

return to: Maryland Historical Trust
Shaw House
21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 269-2438

PS-2746
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] ' ' ) . i Hlstorlc American Engineering Rec :
o Rt B ~jrjejeziz HAER. .VENTORY Department of the Interior, Washingy..., D.C. 20240
SR AR IR EION 3 PRIOAITY 4 DANGER OF DEMOLITION? O ves On~o Wunknown
Mo ny 2 acftuvr e (SPECIFY THREAT}

5 DATE 6. GOVT SOURCE OF THREAT

ADMIN

j 7. OWNER/ADMIN
369 Cko.\fle-s Blurw

B NAMEISIOF STRUCTURE 9 OWNER'S ADDRESS

J.S. Yov hj Co.

Qaltimore , MAD

10 STATE WM COUNTY NAME CITYVICINITY CONG STATE | M COUNTY NAME CITYVICINITY
coure [ Bamore [ [Tl [T | Goltimere |2 [T
11 SITE ADDRESS (STREET & NO | 12 EXISTING anr OnHL OHaBs [OHAER—! OHAER anes DOcus
SURVEYS OconF OstaTe O counTy O LocAL O OTHER
270 - 2733 Ros ton Stree¥ 13 SPECIAL FEATURES (DESCRIBE BELOW)
[JINTERIOR INTACT [JEXTERIOR INTACT [J ENVIRONS INTACT
EASTING NORTHING SCALE @124 D625 ~
3]6]313]sl1 [913/4[al4]!1]0 "Qomves ne
EASTING NORTHING SCALE  [J12s 0 1625 B
. [ T T T T I T TTT] Dores Nave
15 CONDITION 70 [J EXCELLENT 710Gooo 72 T AR 73 DETERIORATED 74 [JRUINS 75 [JUNEXPOSED 760 aLTERED 20 DESTROYED 85 ]DEMOLISHED
16. INVENTORIED BY AFFILIATION DATE

Kevin Deolen Iﬁ’nﬁ'nrnore Musevm of T hdust™y l 2—/33

17 DESCRIPTION AND BACKGROUND HISTORY, INCLUDING CONSTRUCTION DATEIS:. HISTORICAL DATES). PHYSICAL DIMENSIONS.
MATERIALS. EXTANT EQUIPMENT, AND IMPORTANT BUILDERS ENGINEERS ETC.

Seec affached

(CONT OVER)
18 ORIGINAL USE PRESENT USE . ADAPTIVE USE
M anufactvre | Storaae Mkttt Viowaspocvetisn
19 REFERENCES—HISTORICAL REFERENCES, PERSONAL CONTACTS, ANDIOR OTHER
Oral interview wilth [Dalter [erlitz, formmer r)rcs,‘éecnf A J.s. ﬂ,“ne
Ads + rsnotsonal [terature Pwv?o‘-«w‘- b—:& Mmr. Reclitz
V‘-rﬁ‘rl Eles, Palrimae Musenm of Tadaste
* Baltivwere. GAi—Mlu..\ o e Sovtn p 7Y / Pontt Centvinl L:lormry . Ral+e. (CONT OVER)
20 URBAN AREA 50.000 21 NPS REGION 22 PUBLIC ACCESSIBILITY @A YES. LIMITED Oves. UNLFM!TEDJ 23 EDITOR
POP. OR MORE? ﬂve Ono Owo O UNKNOWN INDEXER

24 LOCATED IN AN HISTORIC DISTRICT" - - .
A ves Ono NAME DISTRICT 1D NO

USDI—MATIONAL PARK SERVICE FORM10-292(1077)
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B-1023 J.8. Young Co.
Promotional card, c. 1960 -
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"FROM THE FAR CORNERS OF THE GLOBE - -+

\ £ '8
LOGWOOD 7

.‘-I."‘ ’ oyl - o .‘gj ]

A few pholos of some of the from Haik E .-_{

losding and unloading operations at
the J. S, YOUNG CO. pier in Balti-
more. J.o S, Young Company’s own
railvoad enciveles the entire plant.

J - '
‘THE WATTLE BARK 3

oung Company NSRS

SINCE 1869

: : =known everywhere as Vi
== ONE OF AMERICA'S FOREMOST AND
" RELIABLE PROCESSORS AND IMPORTERS OF

anning Extracts

QUEBRACHO

froame Avgentina

——-—-@qr—‘"/
B b The J. S. YOUNG CO., since 1869, has been the dependable source of
’ supply for Dye Woods for all branches of industry . . . dve woods for
- 7 leather, silk, wool and synthetic textiles.
— = Our firm has the reputation, over all these years, for prompt delivery
f - y % *
e direet. from our Baltimore or our warehouses in Peabody, Mass. . . .

shipments in any quantity - from barrel to tank car.
LOGWOOD * WATTLE BARK * SUMAC « DIVI-DIVI «+ GAMBIER
QUEBRACHO » MYRABOLAM » OSAGE ORANGE
CHESTNUT WOOD EXTRACT * FUSTIC « HYPERNIC » TANNIC ACID

We also mannfacture the famous CHEMBARK natural tanning extracts
for the Chemtan Co.

= The J. S, YOUNG CO.

2701-2733 BOSTON ST. BALTIMORE 24, MD.
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