MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST
NR-ELIGIBILITY REVIEW FORM

Property Name: _ Park Mill Inventory Number: B-1028

Address: 1750 Union Avenue, Baltimore (Woodberry)

Owner: _ Clipper Mill Limited Partnership

Tax Parcel Number: Block 3572, Lot 1 Tax Map Number: 13

Project: Central Light Rail Double Track-North Line Agency: Mass Transit Administration

Site visit by: John Milner Associates, Inc. Staff: [ Jno &yes
Name: Kerri Culhane Date: August 1999
Eligibility recommended [X] Eligibility not recommended [ ]

Criteria: [ JA [JB [Xc [p Considerations: [ JA [JB [Jc [p [JE [JF [JG [None
Is property located within a historic district? Xno [Clyes Is district listed? [ Jno [ Jyes

Name of district:

Documentation on the property/district is presented in: (provide name of Report) Cultural Resources Investigations for the Proposed
Tonstruction of Double Track for the North Half of Central Light Rail, City of Baltimore and Baltimore County, Maryland (John Milner
‘Associates 1999),

Description of Property and Eligibility Determination: (Use continuation sheet if necessary and attach map and photo)

The Park Mill has been described as on of the best preserved mills of the Jones Falls valley (MHT B-1028). The one- to two-story
rubblestone structure was built into the side of a hill above the falls, creating two stories on the east and one story on the west. A square
tower topped with a pyramidal roof delineates the main entrance of the mill. Windows are large, 12/12 wood sashes with oak lintels.
Minor alterations include a concrete block addition on the west side near the entrance. Several nineteenth-century additions, such as a
brick office and shop additions to the north and east are evidence of the evolution of the mill. This mill, which manufactured seine twine,
is representative of the thriving mill industry of the nineteenth century Jones Falls valley. It is recommended as individually eligible
under criterion C. Park Mill would also contribute to an MPD of mills in the Jones Falls Valley.

Prepared by: Kerri Culhane, Project Architectural Historian, John Milner Associates, Inc.

MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST REVIEW
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Inventory No. B-1028

PRESERVATION VISION 2000; THE MARYLAND PLAN
STATEWIDE HISTORIC CONTEXTS

L Geographic Region:

[] Eastern Shore (all Eastern Shore counties, and Cecil)

[] Western Shore (Anne Arundel, Calvert, Charles, Prince George's and St. Mary's)

X piedmont (Baltimore City, Baltimore, Carroll, Frederick, Harford, Howard, Montgomery)
[] Western Maryland (Allegany, Garrett and Washington)

II.  Chronological/Developmental Periods:

[] Rural Agrarian Intensification A.D. 1680-1815

X] Agricultural-Industrial Transition A.D. 1815-1870

X Industrial/Urban Dominance A.D. 1870-1930

[] Modern Period A.D. 1930-Present

[C] Unknown Period ( [Jprehistoric; [ Jhistoric)
IIl. Historic Period Themes:

[] Agriculture

X Architecture, Landscape Architecture, and Community Planning
™4 Economic (Commercial and Industrial)

] Government/Law

] Military

[ ] Religion

[] Social/Educational/Cultural

[] Transportation

IV. Resource Type:

Category: Building

Historic Environment: Village/Urban

Historic Function(s) and Use(s): Industry/Processing/Extraction: manufacturing facility; mill

Known Design Source: none
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#B-1028
Park Mill
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Statement of Significance

Park Mill (c.1855) is the best preserved antebellum
mill building in Hampden-Woodberry. It was not a cotton
duck factory but did rely on the maritime trade for its
market. It was built by Horatio Gambill to make fishing
nets and seine twine. Gambill is said to have obtained the -
patents of: a John McMullen who invented machinery for
making seines, and the mill was built to take advantage

of this fact. The two-story stone building with its

}

W pitched roof and bracketed eaves contains a timber roof
truss with wrought iron tension members and a clear span
of fifty feet. The building has undergone some alterations
but it remains one of Baltimore's most picturesque stone

mills.



#B-1028

MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST MAGI#0410285514

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY

HBINAME

HISTORIC
Park Mill
AND/OR COMMON
Park Mill
BALOCATION

STREET & NUMBER
1750 Union Avenue

CITY. TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
Baltimore — VICINITY OF
STATE COUNTY
. Mary?anﬁ
EJ CLASSIFICATION "
CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE
__DISTRICT __PUBLIC X occuriep __AGRICULTURE __MUSEUM
X _BUILDINGIS) _2PRIVATE __UNOCCUPIED __COMMERCIAL __PARK
—STRUCTURE __BOTH __WORK IN PROGRESS __EDUCATIONAL __PRIVATE RESIDENCE
—_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE __ENTERTAINMENT __RELIGIOUS
—OBJECT __IN PROCESS X YES: RESTRICTED __GOVERNMENT __SCIENTIFIC
__BEING CONSIDERED __YES: UNRESTRICTED XINDUSTRIAL __TRANSPORTATION
__NO __MILITARY __OTHER:
EJOWNER OF PROPERTY
NAME .
Francis Low Assoc. Telephone #: 889-5455
T STREET & NUMBER T - T
1750 Union Avenue
CITY. TOWN STATE , Z1lp code
___ VICINITY OF
LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION .
B Liber #: RHB 3427
COURTHOUSE

REGISTRY OF DEEDS,ETC. Records Office, Rm. 601

Folio #: 833

STREET & NUMBER
Baltimore City Courthouse

CITY. TOWN STATE
— Baltimore Maryland 21202
ﬂ REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS

TITLE

DATE

—FEDERAL _STATE _COUNTY __LOCAL

DEPOSITORY FOR
| SURVEY RECORDS

CITY. TOWN

STATE




K DESCRIPTION E-1e2¥

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
__EXCELLENT —DETERIORATED —UNALTERED \XNORIGINAL SITE ™
XGO0oD —RUINS XALTERED —MOVED DATE:—
—FAIR —UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Park Mill is a two-story stone building (283 ft. by 50 ft.)
with a pitched roof and bracketed eaves. The 72 ft. by 50 ft. western
addition (1875) is separated by a fire wall and served as a picker
house. There is a small square stone tower with a pyramidal roof
on the south side. The first floor of the main section of this mill
is interrupted by a row of columns at midpoint while the second floor
is a clear span of 50 ft. The former contained roping, while ring
spinning, spooling, fly frames, slubbing, drawing and carding machinery
occupied the second floor. The picker house section had a machine
shop, pickers, and waster storage on the first floor; lappers,
pickers, and offices on the second.

Connected to the main building is a 51 ft. by 28 ft.
two-story stone, pitched-roof engine house. Attached to the engine
house is the 28 ft. by 61 ft. boiler house, divided into two areas.
This structure is also stone, one-story, with a pitched roof.

In 1912 there were three boilers housed here. North of the center
of the boiler house is a fre-standing smoke stack of relative recent
construction.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY



E) SIGNIFICANCE B-107%

\ 'RIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
_PREHISTORIC  _ARCHEULUGY-PREHISTORIC  _COMMUNITY PLANNING __LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE __RELIGION
—1400-1499 __ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC __CONSERVATION __LAW __SCIENCE
—1500-1599 AGRICULTURE __ECONOMICS __LITERATURE —_SCULPTURE
__1600-1699 __ARCHITECTURE __EDUCATION __MILITARY __SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN
—1700-1799 _ART X ENGINEERING __MusICc —THEATER
¥1800-1899 —COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT  _PHILOSOPHY __TRANSPORTATION
—1900- —COMMUNICATIONS X INDUSTRY — POLITICS/GOVERNMENT __OTHER (SPECIFY)
2 INVENTION
SPECIFIC DATES 1855 BUILDER/ARCHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

, Park Mill is the best preserved antebellum mill building
in Hampden-Woodberry. It was not a cotton duck factory but did rely
on the sailing ship and maritime trade for its market. It was built
by Horatio Gambrill to make fishing. ngts and seine twine for other
uses. Gambrill is said to have %%g&éQLeﬁ the patents of a John
McMullen who invented machinery for making seines, and the mill was built
to take advantage of this fact.

Gambrill built this mill in about 1855 next to the earlier

Woodberry Mills which was at that time making duck for sails. It

is not known whether Park Mill was ever powered by water but a low
dam was built across the Jones Falls at the point where the power
house sits.

This mill contains a timber roof truss with wrought iron
tension members and a clear span of fifty feet. The truss is of a
strange design, comprised of timber chords with timber compression
members sloped toward midpoint. A stair tower which once stood at
the southwest end of the building was relocated to the east side
some time before 1912. The original building was 211 ft. x 50 ft.
but a separate picker house (72 ft. x 50 ft.) was added to the
northern end, probably because of the growing concern over fires.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY



6-107%
EJAMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

See: Jones Falls Textile Industry Bibliog.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
FIGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY
STATE COUNTY ) j
EB1FORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE
Dennis Zembala, Ann Steele
ORGANIZATION DATE
Baltimore Industrial Museum March, 1980
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
217 E. Fayette Street 301-396-1931
CITY OR TOWN STATE
Baltimore Maryland. 21202

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438

PS- 1108



U.S. Department of the .nterior
il B [k e i pE NAER INVENTORY Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service
2 INDUSTRIAL CLASSIFICATION 3. PRIORITY 4, DANGER OF DEMOLITION? 0 ves Eno CJUNKNOWN

(SPECIFY THREAT)

5 DATE 6 GOVT SOURCE OF THREAT : OWNER an

7. OWNER/ADMIN
Francis Low Association

8 NAME(S) OF STRUCTURE 9, OWNER'S ADDRESS
Park Mill 1750 Union Avenue
10.5TATE | M CITYVICINITY CONG STATE [IM | D COUNTY NAME CITYNICINITY -
DIST. 3 3 ;
COUNTY \Baltimore ‘ l [ 7 | CounTy l Baltimore |msw. I I? i
11. SITE ADDRESS (STREET & NO) 12 E?'JHSTEING OnR ONHL OHaBs [CHAER—I OHAER QnPs Octs
SURVEYS
QOconF OsTATE [ COUNTY O LocaL O OoTHER
13 SPECIAL FEATURES [DESCRIBE BELOW)
[JINTERIOR INTACT [JEXTERIOR INTACT [JENVIRONS INTACT
14. [UTM ZONE EASTING NORTHING scaLe NI1:24 D625
auab Baltimore East
13ls({8ls{1lofala]s]a]7[0]0l Qotwer i
EASTING NORTHING SCALE 24 1625
Or B QuaD
- : I l [ I I | | | LI l O OoTHER NAME
15 CONDITION 70 [J EXCELLENT 71¥z000 72 JFAR 73[Q DETERIORATED 74 JRUINS 75 JUNEXPOSED 76 (8 ALTERED L.[JDESTROYED 85 [JOEMOLISHED
16. INVENTORIED BY AFFILIATION DATE
Dennis Zembala, Ann Steele | Baltimore Industrial Museum March, 1980

17 DESCRIPTION AND BACKGROUND HISTORY, INCLUDING CONSTRUCTION DATE(S), HISTORICAL DATE(S). PHYSICAL DIMENSIONS,
MATERIALS, EXTANT EQUIPMENT, AND IMPORTANT BUILDERS. ENGINEERS, ETC.

Park Mill (c.1855) is the best preserved antebellum mill building in Hampden-Woodberry. It was not a cotton
duck factory but did rely on the maritime trade for its market, It was built by Horatio Gambill to make fishing
nets and seine twine. Gambill is said to have obtained the patents of a John McMullen who invented machinery for
making seines, and the mill was built to take advantage of this fact, The two-story stone building with its
pitched roof and bracketed eaves contains a timber roof truss with wrought iron tension members and a clear span

of fifty feet., The building has undergone some alterations but it remains one of Baltimore's most picturesque
stone mills,

(CONT OVER)
18 ORIGINAL USE PRESENT USE ADAPTIVEUSE

Textile Mill Manufacturing
19 AEFERENCES—HISTORICAL REFERENCES, PERSONAL CONTACTS, ANDIOR OTHER -

See: Jones Falls Textile Industry

Vertical Files, Baltimore Industrial Museum
{CONT OVER)

20 URBAN AREA 50,000 21, 22 PUBLIC ACCESSIBILITY ITED 23 EDITOR

™ Kl Fins _ Bl ves.um O YES, UNLIMITED :

Ono J UNKNOWN INDEXER
24 LOCATEDIN AN HISTORIC DISTRICT?
Oves &No NAME DISTRICT 1.0. NO

FHR-B.260 1/79 HCRKS REGION

GPO g7 881
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25 PHOTOS AND SKETCH MAP OF LOCATION
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1912 Mutual Fire Insurance
Company map
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1 3om. 1080 B-1028
Park Mill
Baltimore ,MD

Photo: Ann Steele
Neg. Loc.:MD Historic Trust

Jan. 1981 . . -
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| B-1028
Park Mill

| Bﬁltlmore Mgteele

| Neg. Loc.:MD Historic Trust
Jan. 1981 Easr Lacaste,
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B-1028
Park Mill
Baltimore, MD
Photo: Ann Steele
Neg. Loc.:MD Historic Trust

January 1981
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B-1028
Park Mill
Baltimore, MD
Photo: Ann Steele
Neg. Loc.:MD Historic Trust

January 1981
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