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B-1030 
Druid Mill 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Druid Mill, a set of four Italianate buildings arranged 

arround a central courtyard, is significant as the largest 

stone mill in Maryland. Constructed in 1865-67 and 1872 by 

Horatio Gambrill , founder of the cotton duck industry in the 

Jones Falls Valley, the mill was sold in 1881 to another textile 

magnate, William Hooper . Druid Mill marks the end of the era 

of crude stone mills in the Valley and the introduction of 

conscious aesthetic forms. The buildings' Italianate design 

foreshadows that of-: the mills built during the great expansion 

of the 1870s. Near the Druim complex is a collection of stone 

and brick workers' housing called Druidville, a remnant of the 

paternalistic system fostered by the mill owners in the Valley. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 
0 

The main structure of Druid Mill is three long buildings 
arranged in a "U" shape around a center courtyard. On the fourth side 
is the boiler house, so that the center yard is compl ete l y encl osed . 
The ma in building, on the south side of the complex, is two stories 
(with basement exposed onwesthalf) bui l t of stone, with a pitched roof, 
regul ar rows of square windows, and four monitors on top of the roof. 
Jutting out on the south side is a two-story, stone section wi th 
pitched roof with a small h i ppe6 cupola which in 1912 was the repair 
shop. This section was a smal l, one-story wing (noted as having served 
as paint shop and carriage house) . Also on this side of this building 
is a three and one-half story stair tower with a pyrami dal roof. The 
main building contained rope-twis t ing machines on the bottom (basement) 
floor; carding, drawing and slubbing machines on the nex t floor; and 
ring spinning on the top floor. The west end of this building served 
as the picker house and is separated by a fire wal l . This section had 
an opener room on the top floor, picker room on the middle floor, and 
engine room on the bottom floor. 

Directly across from the main building is the weaving building 
(one story and basement ), also built of stone with peaked roof . This 
building, which appears to have been built at a different time from 
the main building, contained in 1912 winding and weaving looms on the 
top f l oor and beaming machines in the basement (with a steam engine ir 
the basement on the west end) . 

In between the buildings, on the east end and connecting the 
two, is a one-story, brick structure with pitched roof which was added 
probably in 1872. This building was used (in 1912) for storage of old 
machinery. 

The boiler house appears origi nally to have been two 
pitched-roof , one-story stone structures ; one sitting farthe r west than 

the other, with the smoke stack rising out of the front building . 
Now these buildings appear as a single squar e mass with two pitched-roofs, 
the south side being slightly higher than the north side . The boi l er 
house in 1912 contained five steam boilers (fueled by coal) . The whole 
complex in 1912 was steam heated and lit by electricity . 

The roofs on the two main buildings are plank on light wood 
truss . The boiler house roofs are also supported by wood truss. All 
floors above the ground floor are boards on joist s supported by cast
iron columns . There are overhanging eaves all around the buildings . 
Or iginally, these two buildings were connected by two wooden passage
ways ; one passageway being three stories and the other one, one story . 

(cont.) 
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The construction of Druid Mill(l865 - 67) marks the height 
of Horatio Gambrill 1 s career as a textile manufacturer . Gambrill 
was the founder of the cotton duck industry in Hampden~Woodberry. 
He was born on Dec . l, 1810 in Anne Arundel County and served his 
apprenticeship as a machinist at the Savage Mills there. In 1832 
he purchased the Mt. Washington Mill, built in 1810, and made cotton 
warp yarns for the home weaving market. In 1839 he and his partner, 
David Carroll, instal led five power looms in the converted Whitehall 
Flour Mill and started to weave cotton duck for sailcloth. 

Gambril l was a mechanical and organizational wizard, 
gradual ly bui l ding the valley's duck industry to national importance . 
Of the seven mil l s in the Hampden-Woodberry District, he built and/or 

an five of them . At one time he operated Clipper, ·woodberry and 
ark Mill s together. 

In 1 865 he sol d his mills to Wil l iam E . Hooper and Sons and 
built the Druid Mill, a complete cotton duck mill under one roof. 
Architecturally, the Druid Mill marked the end of the e ra of crude 
stone mills and the introduction of conscious aesthetic forms . The 
building's Italianate design foreshadows that of the milJ.Sbuilt during 
the great e xpansion of the 1870s . This mill was probably never run with 
water power since the original extensive powerhouses were built to hold 
lar ge boilers and steam engines . By 1881 Hooper had also purchased this 
mil l to add to the four others he owned, and all were known collectively 
as Woodberry Mills . 

All building s including the powerhouses have roofs supported 
by wood trusses with wrought iron tension members . Lower floors are 
supported by two rows of slender cast iron columns. 

Nothing remains of the textile machinery today and the building 
houses a manufacturer of toy trains and accessories. 

To the southeast/Druid Mills included a number of brick duplexes 
as wel l as frame houses of smaller size wh i c h -were built to house Gam
brill 1 s workers. Like the previous mills this one was also based on the 
Rhode Island or "family system". Entire families, especially women and 
chi ldren, received low- cost housing and other amenities as part of their 

ges. 
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Druid Mill 
7-2. Description (cont . ) 

The most distinctive feature of the complex is the front 
tower with its Italianate styling, arched windows topp ed by 
splayed stone lintels and inset stone medallion ventilators. 
Its pyramid roof has prominent eaves supported by Italiante 
brackets and is topp ed by a weather vane. The tower contains 
a wooden spiral staircase and a cast-iron bell. The rest of v 
the Druid Mill structures , with their overhanging eaves, are 
also somewhat Italianate. 
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B-1030 Druid Mill Statement of Significance 

DATE 

I APRIL. 1980 

Druid Mill , a set of four I t a l ianate buildings arranged around a central courtyard, is 
significant as the largest stone mill in Maryland. Constructed in 1865-67 and 1872 by 
Hor a tio Gambrill, founder of the cott on duck industry in the Jones Falls Valley , the 
mill was sold in 1881 to another textile magnate , Wi l liam Hooper. Druid Mill marks t he 
end of the era of crude stone mills in the Valley and the "introduction of conscious 
aesthetic forms . The buildings' Italianate design foreshadows that of the mills build 

'' during the great expansion of t he 1870 ' s. Near the Druid complex is a collection of 

18. ORIGINAL USE 

Manufacturing (textile mill) 
PRESENT USE I. Manufacturing (toy products) 
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Vertical Files , Baltimore Industrial Museum, Baltimore, Maryland 
(Jones Falls Valley Textile Industry) 
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2S PHOTOS AND SKETCH MAP OF LOCATION 

Slgnlf tcance 

B-1030 Druid Mill 

REFERENC~S rCONTINUEDI 

ABSTRACT 

Statement of Significance (continue.cl) 

stone and brick workers' housing called Druidville, a remnant of the paternalistic 
system fostered by the mill owners in the Valley. 
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