
#B-1031 
Heise & Brun Lumber Company (Wallbrook) 

Statement of Si gnificance 

The Wallbrook Lumber Company, stil l operating on Caroline 

Street in Fells Point , represents only one of the numerous lumber 

firms which occupied the site . Sawmi lls, woodworking plants , lumber

yards and shipyards were common in Baltimore--particularly along the 

waterfront east of the Back Basin--throughout the 18th , 19th and earl y 

20th centuries. The Wallbrook Lumber Company and its two predecessors 

at the Caroline Street site--the Thiemeyer and Bruns Lumber Companies-

symbolize this continuity and close interaction of woodworking busines -

ses during the past 150 years . 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL !IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This complex of buildings is an example of the process 
of growtl by accretion as an expanding lumber manufacturer 
altered a number of residential structures to suit its 
demands for space . Four rowhouses facing Caroline Street 
form the nucleus of the "hole , to which a stable and a 
three-s t ory gar~ge were later added. The latter face 
DallasSt reet and at one time a courtyard wa s between them 
and thr fo~r rowhouses . This space has since been covered 
over and onJy the irregular roofline reveals the hetero
geneous origins of the complex. 

On the interior, the ground floor gives the impression 
of being a unified space. The brick bearing walls of the 
four rowhouses have been pierced at several places to suit 
material handling requirements . The rear walls of the two 
center ones have been completely removed and replaced with 
a steel I-beam. On the upper floors the individual build i ngs 
retain more of their own integrity . This is particul arly 
true of the B-story structure facing Dallas Street. This 
is typicz.l of numerous alley manuf ac tu ring sites in the 
city where small scale artisan production went on well 
into the pres ent century. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Wallbrook Lumber Company , still operating on Caroline Street 
in Fells Point, represents only one of the numerous lumber firms 
which occupied the s i te. Sawmills , wood-working plants, lumberyards 
and shipyards were common in Baltimore--particularl y along the water
front east of the Back Basin--throughout the 18th, 19th and early 
20th centuries. The Wallbrook Lumber Company and its two predeces
sors at the Caroline Street site--the Thie.meyer and Bruns Lumber 
Companies--symbolize this continuity and close interaction of wood 
working businesses dur i ng the past 150 years . 

• i storical Significance 

The J. H. Thie.meye r Company started busine.ss in Fells Point 
as a small box manuf acturing op eration and lumberyard in 1848. 
The business, located close to many canner i es, expanded rapidly 
throughout the late 19th century. By 1904, when the firm incor
porated, it had established a local reputation as one of the biggest 
box suppliers in the city and the "Thie'meyer Patent" beer and 
bottle boxes were in great demand throughout the United States. 
According to a 1910 report, "the p l ant, located at 901 S . Caroline 
Street, .. covers the greater part of a city block, about 300 by 
300 feet ~nd contains a two and three story building furnished 
with steam power ... Capacity is from 35,000 to 38,000 boxes of 
all kinds per day ." (l) 

About 1915 , however , the Thiemeyer Company ceased operation 
at the Caroline Street plant; and another lumber company--the Duker 
Box Factory--took over. This company operated here until 1932 when 
the Bruns Lumber Company, started in 1849, bought the property and 
transformed it into a factory. This f i rm one of the oldest and 
largest in the city, also owned other properties in Fells Point 
principally a large lumber yard on Concord Street and Eastern A~enue 
and a sash and door factory on Caroline Street and Canton Avenue. 
Throughou~ the 1940 ' s, 1950's and 1960's the Bruns Lumber Company 
~xpanded its operation to include box and cabinet making during 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prep ared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 
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The Wallbrook Lumber Company , still operating on Caroline Street in Fells Point, r epresents only one of the 
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B-1031 
Heise & Bruns Lumber Co . 
Baltimore, MD 
Dennis Zembala 1/81 
Looking Nor theast 
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Baltimore City , MD 
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Caroline St. facade 


