
B-1036 
Isaac A. Shepphard Stove Works 

Statement of Significance 

The Isaac A. Shepphard & Excelsior Stove Works , located 

at Fleet and Chester Streets, is one of the oldest structures 

recalling the origins of Canton as an iron making community . 

In 1831 Peter Cooper and the "Canton Company" bui lt a 

foundry and rolling mill as part of the early industrialization 

plan of the area. Although the company itself failed, the iron­

making industry prospered. Built in 1860, the Isaac A. Sheppard 

Stove Company was one of the largest stove manufactuTers in 

the United States by 1881. The firm was best known for the 

"Excelsior" stove and for their steam heating apparatus. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Isaac Sheppard and Excelsior Stove Works facility once 
operated in the struc t ure bounded by Eastern Avenue and Fleet Street 
to the north and south and South Chester ~venue and Castle Street to 
the east and west . The building has been altered to meet the require­
ments of the car body repair shop now occupying the site. However , 
the original structure is still intact and visible above the false 
ce i ling of t he body shop . 

The building is one story at Eastern Avenue and the slop i ng 
ground exposes the basement story at Fleet Street. The Fleet Street 
facade has a three quarter hip roof topped by a monitor that extends 
the length of the build i ng to Eastern Avenue . The monitor has been 
covered with corrugated metal . 

The founda t ion and the lower third of the ~outh facade are 
of rough field stone while the upper two-thirds is brick. The cent ral 
bay has a modern garage door on the first story and a l arge wooden 
barn type loading door on the second story. The latter provided access 
to the foundry floor . !hree 16/16 double hung sash windows with 
wooden sills and brick segmental arch lintels flank each door . 

The Castle Street or west facade is 24 bays long and charac­
terized by 21 evenly spaced large 16/16 double hung sash windows 
with segmental arch lintels . Each window is framed by full length 
pilasters and horizontal brick corbelling above and below. Three 
large square showroom windows replaced the originals at the north­
west corner of the west facade . The basement leve l begins at t he 
12th bay south . 

The Eastern Avenue or north facade is altered to accommodate 
showroom windows and office entrances. To the east is a one-story 
glass showroom which covers approximately one quarter of the east 
facade. 

The east facade is also partially covered by a two story, 
five-bay-wide brick addition which houses offices , and a one story, 
one-bay-wide addition which houses a generator. Both of these 
additions are pictured in Scharff's Baltimore Chroni cles in an 
illustration of the Works. 

The interior has been altered considerably, but above the 
false ceiling is an extensive truss network of light timber con ­
struction . The lowered monitor, important for ventilation of fumes 
and smoke , is about twelve feet high and runs the length of the 
building . 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Isaac A. Sheppard & Excelsior Stove Works, located at Fleet 
and Chester Streets, is one of the oldest structures recalling the 
origins of Canton as an iron making community . 

In 1831 Peter Cooper and the "Canton Company" built a foundry 
and rolling mill as part of the early industrialization plan of the 
area . Although the company itself failed , the ironmaking industry 
prospered . . IUil t in 1860, the Isaac A. Sheppard Stove Company was 
one of the largest stove manufacturers in the United States by 1881 . 
The firm was best known for the "Excelsior" stove and for their 
steam heating apparatus . 

Historical Significance 

In 1828, Peter Cooper and three other New Yorkers bought the 
large tract of land east of Baltimore city known as "Canton" . Cooper 
intended that the area, endowed with a deep water coastline as well 
as proxi mity to good transportation and natural resources, should 
become the nation's ·firs t planned industrial town . Roads were opened, 
wharves built and industrial and residential areas specified by 
special zoning laws. 

Among the first industries to locate along the Ca~~on 'waterfront 
was the iron-making trade. Cooper , h i mself , opened a steam powered 
rol l ing mill and encouraged other iron makers to establish operations 
in Canton . Most of these businesses later expanded to include stove­
making, ship building (the plates for the "Monitor" were made in Bal­
timore) machine shops, decorative iron work and supplies for the rail­
roads . The I saac A. Sheppard Stove Works , a company with plants in 
Philade l phia and New York, as well as Baltimore , provides a good illu­
strat i on of the growth of iron making in Canton. 

In 1860, Isaac Sheppard and three partners established the Excelsior 
Stove Works in Philadelphia . Soon after, he bought property in Canton 
and started the Isaac A. Sheppard Stove Works on Eastern Avenue and 
Chester Street. Sheppard had apprenticed himsel f to an iron foundr y 
and stove factory as a young boy and had a keen understanding of the 

-Cont ' d . 
CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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Isaac A. Sheppard Stove Works 
Hist. Sig. p. 2 

business. Encouraged by the natural advantages of the Canton area, and 
the large market for stoves in Baltimore, Sheppard gradually expanded 
his business to include the manufacture of laundry stoves and steel plate 
furnaces--as well as domestic coal and gas stoves. In 1881, the Sheppard 
Stove Works employed 150 men in Baltimore and melted over 40 tons of iron 
daily. The plant covered an entire city block. 

In 1933, after almost 75 years in operation, the Isaac A. 
Sheppard St ove Works closed its Baltimore operation . Gas , oil and elec­
tric stoves and furnaces replaced those produced by Sheppard. In 1941 
J. Albert McKenna bought the Canton property. Following World War ·!I, 
he converted the building into an automobile showroom and repair shop. 
Presently the site is used as an auto body works garage. 
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The Isaac A. Sheppard & Excelsoior Stove Works, located at Fleet and Chester Streets, is one of the oldest structures 
recalling the origins of Canton as an. iron making community·.1. In 1831 tleter Coope~~and ·the "Canton Company" built 
a foundry and rolling mill as ·part· of ·the early industrialization plan of the area. Although the company i tself 
failed, the iron making industry prospered . Built in 1860, the Isaac A. Sheppard Stove Company was one of the 
largest stove manufacturers in the United States by 1881. The firm was best known ·for the "Excelsior" stove 
and for their steam heating apparatus. 
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Industri al (Stove Factory) 
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I Commercial (Car Repair ) 
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History of Baltimore City and County, Scharff (ilhila. Louis H. Everts) 1881 pp. 424- 429, p. 426 
Baltimore, Trade 0ueen of the South, Howard B. Sheppard pp. 363-366 (Baltimore, 1902) NY . Lewis Hist. rub. Co. 1912, 
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