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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Baltimore Broom Machinery Company, located at 2800 Sisson
Street, has been manufacturing the machinery that makes brooms
since 1896. Today, they are the only company in the U.S..to make
such machinery, supplying it to six continents. The company's
present building, built in the early 20th century by the Baltimore
City public works department, is unusual and anachronistic. Its
reinforced concrete construction is hidden by a brick facade

which gives it the appearance of a much earlier structure.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Broom Machinery Company building on Sisson Street
was built as a shop and utility structure for the city's
bureau of public works. Its reinforced concrete construction
is hidden by a brick veneer which gives it the appearance of
a much earlier style. It is eight bays long, with each bay

set off by pilasters and corbelling which disguise the concrete

structural elements. The roof is a flat concrete slab with a
raised monitor which runs along the midline. Since it lies
on the side of the valley of the Jones Falls, two stories are
below the grade level of 28th Street. The south facade is a
flat curtain wall two stories high with three randomly placed
windows and a central door, all of which are now bricked up.
On the north side the top floor is at grade.

The interior of the first floor is divided into storage
and modern office space. The top floor is basically one long
open room, with long rows of concrete pillars and a concrete
floor. This level, the central manufacturing area, is filled
with large machine tools of every description. This space is
well 1it by the large windows and the long windowed monitor
which runs the length of the building, which also has an ex-
posed concrete truss system.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Baltimore Broom Machine Company, located at 2800 Sisson
Street, has been manufacturing the machinery that makes brooms since
1896. Today, they are the only company in the U.S. to make such
machinery, supplying it to six continents. The building, built by
the Baltimore City public works, is unusual and anachronistic. Its
20th century reinforced concrete construction is hidden by a brick fa-
cade, which gives it the appearance of a much earlier building.

Historical Significance:

‘The company began on Holliday Street under the name of Herbert
and Cassard. After about ten years, the McCaffray family assumed con-
trol of the company. Edmund McCaffray, Sr., was president. They
designed a new automatic machine to sew brooms, which soon replaced
all other models on the market. With this success they began to ex-
port their machines abroad, starting with European markets. The first
broom machine slated to go to Europe fell off of a loading sling and
into the Baltimore Harbor, but soon luck (and loading methods) im-
proved and the "Baltimore Stitcher' was in operation all over the
world.

Baltimore Broom Machine moved to 2800 Sisson Street in 1955.
The building was believed to have once been a city incinerator.
Shortly after moving in, the city decided to extend 28th Street and
built it right through part of the building.

A machine manufacturer for the world, Baltimore Broom Machine
is always inventing new equipment. Their products include broomstraw
sorting bins, fiber trimmers, seeders, dye vats, straw bunchers, bréom
winders, hand sewing rises, final trimmers, and power stitchers.
Edmund McCaffray, who took over the company from his father in 1956,
is proud of the fact that broom-making is the first "real'" industry
in many developing communities. A complete machinery package, plus
all supplies for five hundred brooms, cests less than $5000. Balti-
more Broom machines are operating-in such far flung places as Israel,
lew Zealand, New Guinea, and Shanghai.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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EJMA]JOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

Phone conversation with Mr. McCaffray, President, Broom Machinery Co.
Articles and pamphlets provided by Mr. McCaffray

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust

The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401

(301) 267-1438
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Significance
The Baltimore Broom Machinery Company, located at 2B00 Sisson Street, has been manufacturing the machinery that makes

brooms since 1896. Today, they are the only company in the U.S. to make such machinery, supplying it to six continents.

The company's present building, built in the early 20th century by the Baltimore City public works department, is

unusual and anachronistic. Its reinforced concrete construction is hidden by a brick facade which gives it the

appearance of a much earlier structure.
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Broom Machinery Company

2800 Sisson Street
Block 3642D Block 006A

Baltimore City
Baltimore West Quad.
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Broom Machinery Company
Baltimore, MD
Peter Liebhold 8/81

Looking N/E from 28th St.
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