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Statement of Significance 

Baltimore was a major brewing center in the nineteenth century, 

partly because of i ts large German population and also because of its 

ready supply of grain. By the end of the century there were dozens 

of small, independently owned breweries . The industry remained a 

prosperous one until Prohibition crippled it in 1920. Brewery 

architecture, the only remains of this once thriving industry , with 

its romantic, Germanic character and elaborate decoration , has given 

Baltimore some of its most interesting industrial structures . The 

Eigenbrot Brewery in West Baltimore, founded in 1873 and remodled in 

1896 , is an excellent example of brewery architecture. 



aryland Historical Trust 
State Historic Sites Inventory Form 

1. Name (indicate preferred name} 

historic Eigenbrot Brewery 

and/or common 

2. Location 

street & number 101/113 Willard Street 

city, town Baltimore 

state Maryland 

3. Classification 
Category 
_ district· 

·_ bullding(s) 
_ structure 
_ site 
_object 

Ownership 
_public 
__x,_ private 
_ both 
Public Acquisition 
_ In process 
_ being considered 
__x_not applicable 

_ vicinity of 

county 

51atus 
_occupied 
_ unoccupied 
_ work in progress 
Accessible 
_x_ yes: restricted 
_ yes: unrestricted 
_ no 

Survey No. B-1049 

Magi No. 0410495514 

DOE _yes _no 

congressional district 

Present Use 
_ agriculture 
_,x_ commercial 
_ educational 
_ entertainment 
_ government 
_ industrial 
_millta~y 

_ not for publication 

_ museum 
_ park 
_ private residence 
_ religious 
_ scientific 
_ transportation 
_ other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of all owners) 

name Hollins Industrial Park . . , 

street & number 101 Willarcf. Street telephone pq . :. , ~~ 2-669 2 

city, town Baltimore state and zip code Maryland 212 23 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Baltimore City Courthouse liber RHB 3132 

street & number Fayette and Calvert Streets folio 

city, town Baltimore state Maryland 

6. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

e none 

date _ federal _ state _ county _ local 

depository tor survey records 

city, town state 



7. Description 

Condition 
_ excellent 
_ good 
-X- fair 

Check one 
_ deteriorated _ unaltered 
_ ruins --X:altered 
_ unexposed 

Check one 
_x_ original site 
_ moved date of mo ve 

Survey No. B-l 049 

Prepare both a summary paragraph ~nd a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

The majority of the Eigenbrot Brewery company was built in 
18 73 by Ferdinand Joh. Thi s group of s t ructures includes those 
which border South Warwick Street at the foo t of Lipps Lane. 
Central to this earl y group is a two story brick building with 
a gable roof which later served as a "wash and storage" room . 
This was probably part of the original brewhouse . North of this 
building and adjacent to it is a one story brick building which 
later became part of the brewery ' s bottling plant. South of it 
is a three story hops s t orage bui lding with a highly decorative 
brick cornice . 

In 1892 the brewery began a modernization program whi ch 
greatly increased its capacity . Key to this was the installation 
of a refrigeration system to expedite the cooling of the wort . 
An elaborate bo iler house and compressor house fronting on Willard 
Street housed the unit. The former has a rooftop lante r n now in 
badly de t eriorated condit ion . In 1896 and 1897 a new brewhouse 
and cold storage warehouse was added . The brewhouse is a five 
story brick structure fronting on Willard Street just north of 
the office. The warehouse is also five stories but is much 
higher - each floor having sufficient clearage fo r the large 
wooden fe rmenting vats and s torage tanks. 

In 1906 t he company added three new structures to house its 
expanded dlltribut ion facilities: A two story brick stable along 
Hollins Street, a two story addition to the bottling plant and a 
new stock house . In 1909 a new refrigeration plant was bu il t be
t ween the 1873 and the new warehouse. 



8. Significance SurveyNo. B-1049 

..-eriod 
_ prehistoric 
_ 1400-1499 
_1500-1599 
_ 1600-1699 
_ 1700-1799 
_x_ 1800-1899 
_ 1900-

Specific dates 

Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
_ archeology-prehistoric _ community planning _ landscape architecture_ religion 
_ archeology-historic _ conservation _ law _ science 
_ agriculture _ economics _ literature _sculpture 
_ architecture _ education _ military __ social/ 
_ art _ engineering _ music humanitarian 
_ commerce _ exploration/settlement _ philosophy _theater 
_ communications ___x Industry _ politics/government _ transpor;tatlon 

_ invention _other (specify) 

1873 1896 Builder/ Architect 

check: Applicable Cr iteria: A B c D 
and/or 

Applicable Exception: A B c D E F G 

Level of Significance : national state local 

Prepare both a sununary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

Baltimore was a major center of brewing in the nineteenth 
century, partly because of its large German population (and appeal 
to new German immigrants) and also because of its ready supply of 
grain . By the late nineteenth century there were dozens of small, 
independently owned breweries. The industry remained a properous 

- one until Prohibition crippled it in 1920. Brewery architecture, 
the only remains of this once thriving industry, with its romantic, 
Germanic character and elaborate decoration, has given Baltimore 
some of its most interesting industrial structures. The Eigenbrot 
brewery in Southwest Baltimore~ founded in 1873 and remodled in 
1896, is an excellent example of brewery architecture. 

The Eigenbrot Brewery on Willard Street in West Baltimore 
was actually founded by Ferdinand Joh in 1873. Joh died in 1876, 
however, and the brewery was inherited by his daughter Louisa, 
who married Henry Eigenorot the same year. Eigenbrot was a thirty 
year old machinist, the son of a saloon keeper . Though he became 
the manager, Louisa retained title to the brewery . 

The brewery was not incredibly successful, but i t did enough 
business to continue, and to support the Eigenbrots in a comfort
able style. In 1892, however, a reorganization of the brewery 
came about, and Alexander Straus, the son of malt supplier Levi 
Straus, became the new manager. (As a result of their role as 
malt suppliers, the Straus family had a great deal of power in the 
brewing industry . ) A new company was formed, and lexander Straus 
became the principal owner along with Louisa Eigenbrot . 

The brewery underwent a great deal of expansion and modern
ization under Straus. The plant was enlarged and new equipment, 
including refrigeration units , was installed, In 1891, the year 
before Straus took over, the brewery produced about 14,000 barrels 
of beer, but by 1895 production reached about 45,000. A fire at 
the brewery in 1896 precipitated the erection of a new and larger 
brewhouse, and in 1897 a new large storage ~uilding was erected 
as well . 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. B-1049 

Brewing i:n Na'>rtlaha l'fi'll :La:m Ke11ey 1!164 

1 O. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property ------ - 

Quadrangle name--- - - - - Quadrangle scale _ _ ____ _ 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references: 
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Verbal boundary description and justification 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Leslie Barr, Dennis Zembala , Ann Steele 

organization Baltimore Museum of Industry date September 198 3 
' .. , ... 

street & number 1415 Key Highway t~e~oM 727-4808 

city or town Baltimore state Maryland 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
.' an Act of the Marylp.nd Legislature to be found in the Annotated 

Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement . 

"! '·''' 

The .survey and inventory are being prepared for infonnption apd 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269- 2438 

PS-2746 
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In 1899, the Maryland Brewing Company, a newly formed con
glomerate , purchased the Eigenbrot Brewery along with seventeen 
other Baltimore breweries. Straus was retained as manager, but 
Eigenbrot retired at this time. The Maryland Brewing Company was 
sold to the Gottlieb-Bauernschmidt-Straus Brewing Company in 1901. 
This sale included the Eigenbrot property. Henry Eigenbrot died 
in 1906. 

A two story addition to the bottling and storage house, a new 
stock house and a two story stable were built in 1906. In 1909, 
concrete floors, electric lighting and steam heat were installed, 
and in 1911 a 75 ton amonia conderser and new vertical single -
acting compressors were added. Straus left the brewery in 1912, 
and Charles Bach became brewmaster and manager. He retained th is 
position until 1920 , when Prohibition closed all the breweries . A 
moving and storage company took over the property at that time. It 
is currently owned by a furniture distribution company. 
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B-1049 
Eigenbrot Brewery 
(Henry Eigenbrot Brewing Company) 
101-113 Willard Street 
Block 2173, Lot 02S 
Baltimore City 
Baltimore West Quad. 
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