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J. Rothstein and Co. Ironworks
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B-1050 (private, n.d.)

Statement of Significance.

In the early twentieth century, high-speed interurban
electric trolley service was viewed as an up and coming mode of
transportation. The trains were fast, could stop more often
than steam trains, and could tie into city streetcar lines. The
Washington, Baltimore § Annapolis Electric Railway was inagurated
in February 1908 to provide such a service between these three
urban areas. The railway powerhouse, located at Scott and Ostend
Streets, was built around this time. However, the Depression and
competition from automobiles forced the W.B. § A. to close in 1935.
The powerhouse building was used for a variety of industrial pur-
poses until 1951, when the historic firm of J. Rothstein and Co,

Ironworks occupied the building.



Survey No.

B-1050
. . Magi No.
Maryland Historical Trust 0410505714
State Historic Sites Inventory Form DOE __yes _ no
1. Name (indicate preferred name)
historic W.B.§ A. Electric Railway Powerhouse
and/or common J. Rothstein and Co. Ironworks (preferred)
2. Location
street & number Scott and Ostend Streets ____not for publication
city, town Baltimore ____ vicinity of congressional district
state Maryland county
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
—_district - public _X__ occupied ____ agriculture —___ museum
building(s) _x_ private —_ unoccupied ___ commercial — park

— structure —_both — work in progress —_ educational ____ private residence
— site Public Acquisition Accessible __ entertainment __religious

—_ object —__in process —_yes: restricted —_ government ___ scientific

— being considered —_ yes: unrestricted _x industrial ___ transportation
not applicable 1 Lipyey ____ military ____other:

4. owner Of Property (give names and mailing addresses of all owners)

name Man U4 Chun

street&number 115 S Collington Avenue telephone B6:1 cor.yios
city,town Baltimore state and zip code Maryland

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Baltimore City Courthouse liber SEB 37
street & number Fayette and Calvert Streets folio 75§

ity oW Baltimore state Maryland

6. Representation in Existing uistorical surveys

title none

date — federal ___state ___ _county ___ local

uepository for survey records

city, town state




7 8 Descl‘iption Survey No.

B-1050
Condition Check one Check one

— excellent _ deteriorated ___ unaltered ____original site

—__good _____ruins ____ altered _____moved date of move

— fair —_ unexposed

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its
various elements as it exists today.

This simple brick masonry building was built with function
in mind. It housed the transformers which supplied the
current to the railway. The structure has two parts, a high
one story, three bay section and a shorter two bay addition
on the north. The former contains an overhead travelling
crane which was used to service the heavy electrical equip-
ment while the latter served as an office and workshop for
maintenance. The three bay section is asymetrical in that
each bay has a different size or number of windows. The
southernmost has one window while the other two bays have a
single pair, each a different size. All have segmental arched
lintels which project slightly and form a surround with pen-
dant corbelling. The bays themselves are inset two courses.
Internally, the building has a web girder supporting the roof
system.



B. Significance Survey No.  B-1050

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
— prehistoric _ archeology-prehistoric ____ community planning ____landscape architecture____ religion
_1400-1499 __ archeology-historic —__ conservation — law —__science
—1500-1599 ___ agriculture —___economics — literature — sculpture
—1600-1699 ____ architecture __ education — military —_social/
—1700-1799 ____ art —_engineering — music humanitarian
—1800-1899 ___ commerce —__ exploration/settlement ____ philosophy __theater
X 1900- —__ communications —X_industry — politics/government _y transportation
—_invention — other (specify)
Specific dates Builder/Architect
check: Applicable Criteria: _ A _ B _C _ D
and/or
Applicable Exception: _ A B € D _E _F _ G
Level of Significance: _ national _ state __ local

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and
support.

In the early twentieth century, high-speed interurban elec-
tric trolley service was viewed as an up and coming mode of
transportation. The trains were fast, could stop more often than
steam trains, and could tie into city streetcar lines. The
Washington, Baltimore & Annapolis Electric Railway was inagurated
in February 1908 to provide such a service between these three
urban areas. The railways powerhouse, located at Scott and
Ostend Streets, was built at this time. However, the Depression
and competition from automobiles forced the W.B.§ A. to close
in 1935. The powerhouse building was used for a variety of in-
dustrial purposes until 1951, when historic firm of J. Rothstein
and Co. Ironworks occupied the building.

The Washington, Baltimore and Annapolis Electric Railway
opened in February 1908 to provide high speed trolley service
between the three cities. The company was organized by George
Bishop, who had previously been involved with an electric
railway between Dallas and Fort Worth. Bishop became president
of the W.B.& A.

In Baltimore, the railway terminated on Howard and Lombard
Streets. Its powerhouse was located on Scott and Ostend Streets.
The line used 6600 volt AC current until 1914, when it converted
to 12 volt DC current.

Bishop's greatest success came when he helped arrange the
sale of the land that later became Fort Meade to the U.S. govern-
ment. The W.B.§ A. ran right through this land, assuring that
first construction workers, and then soldiers would use the line
to travel to and from Baltimore.

(The W.B.§& A. was nicknamed the Wobble, Bounce and Agony,
and the Weary, Bruised and Aching.)

The line closed in 1935 because it could no longer compete
with the growing popularity of buses and autos. The powerhouse
building was used for a variety of purposes until 1951, when it



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. §-1050

Baltimore Sun June 8, 1975

vertical file, Enoch Pratt Library

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property

Quadrangle name Quadrangie scale
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Verbal boundary description and justification

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state code county code
state code county code
11. Form Prepared By

name/titte Leslie Barr, Dennis Zembala, Kevin Dolan

organization Baltimore Museum of Industry date May 1983
street & number 1415 Key Highway telephone 72 7-4808
city or town Baltimore state Maryland

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement.

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of

individual property rights.

return to: Maryland Historical Trust
Shaw House
21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 269-2438

PS-2746
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J. Rothstein Ironworks
B-1050
Baltimore City

8.1

was occupied by J. Rothstein and Company Ironworks. Simon
Rothstein had come to Baltimore from Kiev in 1900. He trained

as a journeyman blacksmith and wheelwright, and then started a

one person shop making iron fittings for heavy duty wagons.

His son Joseph eventually took over, and now the comphgy makes
grappling hooks in twenty sizes, oyster breakers and "hold fasts',
which are used to attach wooden steps to brick houses. The company
also handles government contracts.
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