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private, 1922 

Statement of Significance 

Lyon, Conklin and Company was founded in 1860 by William Lyon, who had 

worked in the sheet metal business for a number of years. The company had 

various locations in. the downtown area of the city until 1922 when they moved 

to their present site at McComas and Race Streets. The strucfure they built 

was, at the time, the largest sectional metal building in the country, encom-

passing two city blocks . Here Lyon, Conklin continues to produce their sheet 

metal products. 



Maryland Historical Trust 
State Historic Sites Inventory Form 

1. Name (indicate pref erred name) 

historic Lyon, Conklin and Company 

and/or common 

2. Location 

street & number Mccomas and Race Streets 

city, town Baltimore 

state Maryland 

3. Classification 
Category 
_ district· 
~ bulldlng(s) 
_structure 
_ site 
_object 

Ownership 
_ public 
_e._ private 
_ both 
Public Acquisition 
_ In process 
_ being considered 
~-not applicable 

_ vicinity of 

Status 
~occupied 

county 

_ unoccupied 
_work in progress 
Accessible ' 
__x_ yes: restricted 
_ yes: unrestricted 
_ no 

Survey No. B-1055 

Magi No. 0410555714 

DOE _yes _no 

congressional district 

Present Use 
_ agriculture 
_ commercial 
_ educational 
_entertainment 
_ government 
_ ~ industrial 
-, __ ml_Utary 

_ not for publication 

_museum 
_park 
_private residence 
_ religious 
_ scientific 
_ transportation 
_other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of~ owners> 

name Lyon, Conklin and Company 

street & number McComas and Race Streets telephone no.: 752-650 O 

city, town Baltimore state and zip code Maryland 21230 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. liber not available 

street & number folio 

city, town state 

&. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

title none 

date _ federal _state _county _ local 

depository for survey records 

city, town state 



7. Description 

Condition 
_ excellent 
~good 

_ fair 

Check one 
_ deteriorated _x_ unaltered 
_ruins _altered 
_unexposed 

Check one 
J_ original site 
_ moved date of move 

Survey No. B-1055 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

Since its construction in 1922, the Lyon,Conklin complex 
has survived virtually unaltered. Its manufacturing space 
was the largest metal Building in tlie United States when it 
was built . Its unusual office Building features two central 
garage doors in a structure that is otherwise a twenties 
commercial or residential design. 

The metal manufacturing Buildings consist of three adjacent 
sheds that together cover the area of two city blocks. The 
two southernmost sheds are of the same length. Each has a north
facing skylight formed oy the projection of the south roof 
plane over the northern one. The south shed has a high clere
story window above tne roofline of a shed addition, bringing 
more light into tliis vast manufacturing space. All roofs 
are supported on metal FinR trusses. The corrugated metal 
walls have no windows. The third shed is shorter than the 
others, with a similar skylight. The space is reduced by the 
office building whicli is inset into its center bays. 

The office Building is a four story orick masonry struc
ture with a red tile roof. Its principal facade is four bays 
wide w~th the center two oays recessed so the end bays form 
projecting four story towers. At the first floor level the 
two center bays are garage doors which open into a tunnel 
entrance to , the shop Beliind. Eacli of the end bays has an 
entrance door. The door to the east leads to a stairway to 
the off i~~s aoove, while t.lie west door leads to a· showroom on 
the f irsi floor. · The oriel< is a or own earth color set off by 
a stone oel t cornice at the second floor and a ·· sto.ne parapet. 
The center two Bays have a stone entablature bearing the 
company name. 



a·. Significance Survey No. B-1055 

Period 
__ prehistoric 
_ 1400-1499 
_ 1500-1599 
_ 1600-1699 
_1700-1799 
_ 1800-1899 
_x._ 1900-

Specific date• 

Ar••• of Significance-Check and Justify below 
__ archeology-prehistoric __ community planning __ landscape architecture __ religion 
__ arc:heology-hlstorlc _ _ conservation _ _ law __ science 
__ agriculture __ economics __ literature __ sculpture 
__ architecture __ education __ military __ .social/ 
__ art __ engineering __ music humanitarian 
__ commerce __ exploration/settlement __ philosophy __ theater 
__ communications _x_ Industry __ polltlctS/govemment __ transpom;tatlon 

_ Invention _other (specify) 

1922 Builder/Architect 

check: Applicable Criteria : A B c D 
and/or 

Applicable Exception: A B c D E F G 

Level of Significance: national state local 

Prepare both a swnmary paragraph of significance and a gen~ral statement of history and 
support. 

Lyon, Conklin and Company was founded in 1860 by William Lyon, who had 
worked in the sheet metal business for a number of years. The company had 
various locations in the downtown area of the city until 1922 when they 
moved to their present site at Mccomas and Race Streets. The structure they 
built was, at the time, the largest sectional metal building i n the country, 
encompassing two city blocks. Here Lyon, Conklin continue to produce their 
sheet metal products. 

The sheet metal firm Lyon, Conklin and Company was founded in 1860 by 
28 year old William Lyon. Having gained experience in the sheet metal 
business by working for E.L. Parker and Company, he was ready to start his 
own company . Lyon convinced financier Enoch Pratt to loan him $85,000 to · 
buy out William Fuller and Company, and Daniel Conklin became Lyon's "silent" 
partner. The firm was initially located at Light and Water Streets, where 
they made pipe, gutter, furnace pipe and elbows using inexpensive tinplate 
imported from Wales. By the 1890's they expanded to include stovepipes and 
galvanized conductor pipe and gutters. 

The original plant was destroyed by the Great Fire of 1904 and Lyon, 
Conklin moved to Balderson Street. In 1913, the company introduced "Lyonore", 
an iron alloy with a balanced percentage of nickel, chromium and copper that 
was fairly resistant to corrosion. That same year they opened a branch 
warehouse in Washington D.C. Government contracts received during World War I 
were a tremendous boost to the business. 

The success and expansion of Lyon, Conklin engendered another relocation 
in 1922, this time to a newly built pl an t at Clarkson, Race and McComas Streets. 
At the time, the structure was the largest sectional metal building in the 
country, encompassing two city blocks. It also served as the plant for a 
subsidiary of Lyon, Conklin, the Maryland Metal Buildings Company. 

Lyon, Conklin and Company is still in operation at this site. 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No·B-l055 

Maryland Metal Buildings Co. trade catalog (at Balto.Museum of Industry) 
vertical file, Enoch Pratt puhlic Library.Maryland Room 
Baltimore Magazine (Oct. 1935), pp. 21-25 
MaryTarid Master Pluniber (Feo., 1960), pp. 8-9 

1 O. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property ____ ___ _ 

Quadrangle name------- Quadrangle scale-------

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 

ALi_J I I 1 ! I I I I I 0 W ..... 1 ..... 1_, __ ,_,_1 I I I I 
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

cl.LJ l_I~----' ~' ,_.._~..._._ o LiJ 1 ....... 1...._ __ I _I ----
F LU I I I ._I -----
H LiJ ..... I ..... ! _.__. __ 

E LLJ I I I ._I .............. ___.___ __ 

G LLJ I I I ..__I ...,__,_--.....-.... 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Leslie Barr, Dennis Zembala 

organization Baltimore Museum of Industry date July 1983 

street le number 1415 Key Highway 

'. l ·Baltimore 
•• · .: • • r-

! 'Ma if rand 
city or town state 

I. ! 1, 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 

PS-2746 
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/AA RYLAND METAL BOtLDIMGS 

Partial List of Users 
American Oil Company . . . , 
Barrett-Haentjen• • Co . . 
Baltimore Tube Co., Inc . . . , .. . 
Carolina Cotton• Woolen Mills Co. 
The Fleischmann Co . .... , .. 
Phoenix Utility Co. . . . . 
Gibson-Howell Co. 
Gulf RefininJI Co. 
M . A . Hanna Co . .. 
Hercules Powder Co. . . . 
Jessup&" M oore Paper Co. 
Lyon, Conklin I" Co .. Inc . 
P. R. Mallory W- Co .. Inc . 
Southern Wvo<I PrtJ~tJrv,'ng Cu, 
Maryland Stnte R<Jad~ Cotntni . .,~ion 
BoAalusa Paper Co. . .... . . 
State Roads Cotnrnission of West VirA11•1l1 
Tera!I Constructlun CCJ . . 
W1t•lern Maryland Railroad Co . .. .. 
St and11rd Oil Co. 
J . J . Mullivllu11d C:11. 
Susquehanna Collieries Co. 
Foamite- Childs Corp . ... . , .. 
The Texas Co .. . .. 
Penn•ylva11ia Stole HiJlhway Dept . 
Atlantic RefittinJI Co . . . ... , . 
N . E. Min inJI I" ExchanAe Co. 
U. G . I . ConlractinA Co . . 
Union Shipbuildinll Co . . 
Philadelphia Quartz Co .. 
Nfltionul Lead Co. 
Cro .. e /;' Blackwell .. 
Con,0Nd11ted Gas W' Electric Co. 
Blttc h , ., Dt•t'lu•r 

Sl1el/ Ec.1 ... teru Petroleun• Prue/, Co. 
C:elane~tt Cort>. of An1erit:a 
T1dowutcr 011 ~lfle~ C'or/J. 
Sou thern Railway Co. . . . 
C. W- 0 . Railway Co. 
B. • O . R t1ilroud Co . . 
N . Y ., N . H . I> H .. . ... . 
N . Y . C. Railroad Co . . . 
Norfolk Ii' Wes te rn .. 
Pe rtn:.yfvania Railroad Co. 
The Reudi11A C11 . . 
Asiatic Pctro leC1n1 Co.,, , 
David M. Lea Co .. . , 
Ea•t ern Rolli11A M ill• 
DwiAhl P. Robinso11 Co . . 
Western Electric Co. 
Maryland Drydocks Co .. . . . 
Texas Electric Service Co .. 
U . S. Governntent : 

U.S. Army. .. . .. , . ..... . 
U. S . Navy Bureau of Yurds • Dock s 
U. S . Coas t Gwird .. . 
U. S . LiAlltlwu"' Service 
U . S . EnA, t'neers Cvrp11 . 

Baltimore. Md. 
. Hazlrton, Pa. 
Baltimore. M d . 

. S pray, N . C . 
Baltimore, Md. 

. New York 
Jersey City, N . } . 
Philadelphia, Pa. 
Wilkes-Barre, Pa. 

Kenvil, N . J. 
Elkton, Md. 

Bothimon:. Mc.l. 
Pt•lt Chc-~1 rr, N . Y 

A1l11n10. Gu 
Bul1imorr, Md . 

BoJ,,Coluso, La. 
Cl1urle~ton, W . Vo. 

Ku1tland. Trx.os 
Bohimore, Md. 

Nl"w jt"r!t.ry Distrkt 
M ilfor<I . Del . 

Williamstown, Po . 
. . Utica, N . Y . 

New York 
Hurriitbur", Po. 

Philmlel 11hin . Pa 
Chicugo, Ill. 

Philmldphio. Po. 
Bah \mor·e. Md . 

Phil:t<lelphiu, Pa. 
New York City 
Buhimore. Md. 
Bahimort", Md . 

Tnw:i1u11, Mtl 
Akx.untlriu. Vt~. 

Cmnl:wr1antl. M\l, 
Alt·x1111tlnu, Vu . 

Wushln~ton, D . C . 
Richmond, Vo. 

. Bultimo r1:, Md . 
N ew Hoven. Conn. 

New York City 
Roanoke, Va. 

Phihulelphio, Pu. 
Phil:nklphio, Po. 

Ne w York Cily 
R h-hmund, V a. 
IJuh imurr, Md 
New York C ily 
Baltimore, Md 
Bull.imore. Md: 

. Dallas, Texas 

Wa•hinRlon, 0 . C. 
WttlilhinKlon, D . C . 

Nt•w York 

Charle:tlun. S . C. 

BU I L T FOR PERMANENCE 
· :~ liS ~:· 



1. SITE 1.0. NO ..,. 
J 0 s s-

2. INDUSTRIAL CLASSIFICATION 

( 
NAER INVENTORY 

3. PRIORITY 

5. DATE 

• · DANGER OF DEMOLITION• 
(SPECIFY THREAT) 

7. OWNERIAOMIN 

U.S. Department of the Interior 
tierita e Conservation and Recreation Service 

0 YES (! UNKNOWN 

L"t""• Cc"ltt." .;- C.o 
8. MAME(SiOF.STRucTURE 

10. STATE 

COUNTY 

Con Id 1 ,.., d- Co . 

COUNTY NAME 

11. SITE AOORESS tSTREET & NO l 

15. CONDITION 

16. INVENTORIED BY 

CITY/VICINITY 

(3 ~ J+- 1 f"Yl c re 

9. OWNER'S ADDRESS 

CONG. ---f STATE M 
OISt. . . " COUNTY .,_...,..._ 

12. EXISTING 
SURVEYS 

Q NR 

COUNTY NAME 

QNHL 

Q CONF 

13. SPECIAL FEATVRES(DESCRIBE BELOW) 

QINTERIOR INTACT 

SCALE m 1:2• a 1:s2 s 
C OTHER 

SCALE a 1:2• a 1 :82 5 

C OTHER 

72 Q FAIR 73Q OETERIORATEO 7• Q RUINS 75Q UNEXPOSED 

AFFILIATION 

CITYNICINITY e 0\ If I ,..... 0 ra 

QHABS 

O SJATE 

O H;'ER-l 

Q COUNTY 

• Q EXTERIOR INTACT 

OUAD 
NAME 

QUAD 
NAME 

78Q ALTEREO · 

DATE 

QHAER • 

0 LOCAt. 

Leslie. 8,,.,.-...- e °' Jt- ' MO re M "'SC-.,/"""' o-F ..:c ncJ v. 

17. OE$CRIPTION ANO BACKGROUND HISTOf!Y. INCLUDING CONSTRUCTION 0ATEtSl. HISTORICAL DATEtSl. PHYSICAL DIMENSIONS. 
MATERIALS. EXTANT EQUIPMENT. AND IMPORTANT BUILDERS. ENGINEERS. ETC. 

18. ORIGINAL USE 

11'1 ll\ l'l v p ,,.. c tv r c.. I 
PRESENT use_ h 

• • ., ~ I"\ v "'"'iv,.., 
19. REFERENCES-HISTORICAL REFERENCES. PERSONAL CONTACTS. AN DIOR OTHER 

r9 a.f+,,.,,orc 

M °'"I'"'""" 
20 URBAN AREA 50.000 

POP OR MORE? l!ves ONO 

24 LOCATED IN AN HISTORIC DISTRICT• 

r • , ... f' .._," , ,~ HCRS REGION 

M~ct ~·" e () c+ 

M /.\ s f e ,, f I 11 m 6e r /'f 60 

121 
I I I 

122. PUBLIC ACCESSIBILITY 

a ves i!JNO NAME 

II YES. LIMITED 

Q NO 

I ADAPTIVE USE 

Q YES. UNLIMITED 

Q UNKNOWN 

DISTRICT 1D N0J . f'"I I 

CONG 
DIST 

Q NPS· Q CL6 

C OTHER 

a ENVIR~~ 11iiAct 

85Q i;>EMOLISHEO 

. ,(CONT OVERl 

!CONTOVERl 

23.EDITOR 

INDEXER 

I I 
GPO 8 7 1 98 1 
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