B1056 -
Chesapeake Gas Company Generator and Retort House

Statement of Significance

The building is significant as one of the few remaining
19th century gas generating buildings in the city. The Bayard
Street gas works was constructed c. 1885-6 by the Chesapeake
Gas Company. The company merged in 1888 with Consolidated Gas
Company, forerunner of Baltimore Gas § Electric Company. Among
the organizers of the Chesapeake Gas Company was Oliver Reeder,
who manufactured marine steam engines in Baltimeore. A stunning
example of the Germanic/picturesque style of the late 19th
century, the one story brick gas works produced carbureted water
gas. In 1912 the building was leased by the Baltimore Gas
Appliance Company which manufactured Oriole gas ranges and water

heaters.
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—FAIR —UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The building is fairly intact but has been joined to
newer buildings on either side. The east (Wicomico St.) facade
is a highly decorative example of the picturesque style. It is
of brick and is nine bays wide. The first level windows are
rectangular and have been filled with glass blocks. A stone base
is below the first level. The entrance has been filled with cin-
der blocks. A vertical brick belt course separates the first and
second levels. The second level has two arched windows on either
side and three arched windows within a decorative center arch.
there are decorative brick pilasters with .arched recesses between
several of the bays. There are wood braces supporting the eaves.
A square two-bay tower on the left (south) end has the same window
treatment as the main portion of the facade. It has a pyramidal
roof with a decorative wood finial.

The interior is one story only and is an open space without
supports. It has brick walls and a concrete floor, previously
dirt. (as late as 1950) A corrugated metal false ceiling has been
installed among the original steel beams. The walls have been ,
painted white and green. Numerous new openings on the left and
right sides lead to new wings. There is a series of small arched
windows along the upper level of the interior (previously exterior)
walls, with several large arched openings in between. There is a
small wooden balcony midway along the south side. There is also a
small cast .iron furnace vent gpening approximately eight feet up
the south wall marked "Hayward, Bartlett § Co., Lignt St., saltimore."
The room is filled with modern metal sheet printing .machinery.

The east half of the building was originally a-generator house,
while the west portion was a retort house.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The building is significant as one of the few remaining
19th century gas generating buildings in the city.

Historical Significance

The Bayard Street gas works was constructed c. 1885-6 by the
Chesapeake Gas Company. The company merged in 1888 with Consoli-
dated Gas Company, forerunner of Baltimore Gas and Electric Company.
Among the incorporators of Chesapeake Gas Company was Oliver Reeder,
who manufactured marine steam engines in Baltimore. The gas works
produced carbureted water gas and included, in addition to the re-
tort and generating house, an office and meter house (extant), four
gasometers, purifier, coal house, lime shed, condenser, engine house
and blacksmith's shop (see attached map and 1911 Sanborn map).

After the merger of the two gas companies, the Bayard Street works
became a substation for the Spring Gardens gas works and the retort
and generator house went out of service. In 1912 the building was

leased by the Baltimore Gas Appliance Company Wthh manufactured
Oriole gas-ranges and water heaters. .

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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Sherry Olson, Baltimore--The Building of an American City, p. 222
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ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY
STATE COUNTY K.
[E1FORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE
Roger White
ORGANIZATION DATE
Baltimore Industrial Museum November, 1980
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
217 N, Charles St, 301-396-1931
CITY OR TOWN STATE
Baltimore Maryland 21201

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle et
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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