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Sinclair Scott Company 
Baltimroe City, Maryland 
B-1057 
private, 1896 

Statement of Significance 

The Sinclair Scott Company was founded in 1895 as a food machinery 

manufacturing company. They produced machinery that revolutionized 

various aspects of the canning industry, a major indus t ry in Baltimore. 

The company manufactured parts for the Chisholm- Scott Pea Podder and 

Viner, and produced a miniature pea hulling machine . The also manu

factured the first automobiles in the state, and developed the first 

successful maraschino cherry grading machine. The brick building, with 

its interest~ng buttresses , is located on Wells Street in South Baltimore. 



laryland Historical Trust 
State Historic Sites lnYentory Form 

1. Name (indi cate preferred name) 

historic Sinc l a i r- Scott Company 

and/or common 

2. Location 

street & number 2 East Wells St ree t 

city, town Bal timore 

state Maryl and 

3. Classification 
C•tegory 
_ district 

L bulldlng(s) 
_ structure 
_site 
_ object 

Ownership 
_ public 
_.,x_ private 
_ both 
Public Acquisition 
_ in process 
_ being considered 
~not applicable 

_ vicinity of 

county 

St•tus 
.,x_ occupied 
_ unoccupied 
_ work In progress 
Accessible 
_ yes: restricted 
_ yes: unrestricted 
_ no 

Survey No. B-10 5 7 

Magi No . 04 105 75614 

DOE _]!es _ no 

congressional district 

Present Use 
_ agriculture 
_commercial 
_ educational 
_ entertainment 
-X- government 
_ Industrial 
_ military 

_ not for publieatlon 

_ museum 
_ park 
_ private residence 
_religious 
_ scientific 
_ transportation 
_ other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addr esses of~ owner s ) 
• • • : , : •• .. t ' r 

name Industrial Sales Company 

street & number 2 East Wells Street 
telepho~e. n o . : . 

city, town 
Ba l timore s t ate and zip code Maryl and 21230 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Bal t i more Ci ty Courthouse liber RHB 3205 

street & number Fayette and Ca l vert Str ee t s folio 237 

city, town Baltimore state Maryland 

&. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

··1e none 

date _ federal _ state _county _ local 

depository for survey records 

city, town state 



7. Description 

Condition 
_ excellent 
_ good 
_x_ fair 

Check one 
_ deteriorated _ unaltered 
_ ruins ~altered 

_ unexposed 

Survey No. B-10 S 7 

Check one 
___..!._ original ~ite 
_ moved date of move 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

The plant of the Siclair Scott Company illustrates a 
typical mid-size macliine shop operation. It was capable of 
machine design on an extensive scale lacking only the faci
lities of a foundry. 

The frame Building on the east (now enclosed by a modern 
addition) housed the engineering department in the front arrd 
the pattern shop in tlie rear. Originally a 40 h.p. steam en
gine occupied the southeast corner, supplying the power to run 
the machinery through a shaft and pulley transmission. The 
shop office in the northwest corner was walled off by parti
tions. This building produced the wood patterns which were 
then sent to the foundry to fie cast in iron. 

The saw and planing shed occupied a second f;rame structure 
north of the pattern shop. It and other storage sheds were 
demolished prior to 1953. 

· The main metal working shop was housed in a second building 
west of the pattern shop. This structure is an unusually or
nate factory structure ouilt in 1896. It is a one story 
building with balconies which run along each side providing 
additional space. Between the Balconies is a craneway with 
two travelling crane hoists. This structure housed the ma
chine tools and probably served as an erecting shop as well. 
The building is 62 by 172 feet and the balcoµies and roof are 
supported oy timoer post and beam construction. A raised moni
tor provides additional light and ventilation to the wide cen
tral bay. 

Architecturally the machine shop is somewhat Romanesque. 
It is ofbrick masonry construction, ten bays long by three 
bays wide. A tri-partite semi-circular window at each end 
occupies the center bay over the door. First floor windows 
are standard double hung sash, nin.e over nine lights with a 
segmental arched lintel. Small four light square windows 
light the balcony. These, together with the massive stepped 
buttresses along the exterior give the building a s.quat, solid 
look unusual in an industrial building of the period. The ex
terior of the building has been drastically altered with the 
addition of aluminum siding, which covers the windows. 



8. Significance Survey No. B..,.1057 

•riod Ar••• of Slgnlfic•nce-Check •nd Juatlfy below 
_ prehistoric 
_1400-1499 
_ 1500-1599 
_ 1600-1699 
_ 1700-1799 
_1800-1899 
~ 1900-

_ archeology-prehistoric _community planning _ landscape architecture_ religion 
_ archeology-historic _ conservation _ law _ science 
_ agriculture _ economics _ literature _ sculp~re 

_ architecture _ education _military _social/ 
- art - engineering - music humanitarian 
_ commerce ---X--- exploration/settlement _ philosophy _ theater 
_communications _ industry _ politics/government _ tra~atlon 

Specific d•t•• 1896 

check: Applicable C~iteria: 
and/or 

Applicable Exception: 

Level of Significance: 

-X- invention _ other(apecity) 

Builder/ Architect 

A B C D 

A B C D E F G 

national state local 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

The Sinclair-Scott Company was founded in 1895 as a food 
machinery manufacturing company. They produced Jllachlnery tJiat 
revolutionized various aspects of tJie cann~g industry, a major 
industry in Baltimore. TJie company manufactured parts for the 
Chishom-Scott Pea Podder and Viner, and produced a miniature 
pea hulling machine. They also manufactured the first auto
mobiles -. i n the state, and developed the firs:t successful mara ~ 
schino cherry grading machi ne. The Brick 15uilding, witli. its 
interesting buttresses, is located on WElls Street in South. 
Baltimore. 

The Sinclai r-Scott Company was created in 1895 after the, 
Scott Manufacturing Company merged witn the R. Sinclair Company. 
The Scott Manufacturing Company was first estaolisned in 1885 
by Robert Scott, wJio organi zed the company to produce hi s 
patented peach parer. Scott then became a partner with Jack .. 
Chisholm, and together they developed the first practical pea 
podder ever built . Since hulling peas had been the slowest 
work done at the canneries, the pea podder allowed more peas to 
be canned than ever .before. Chisholm and Scott then developed 
a machine called the viner, which made it possible to shell peas 
without first having to remove the pods from the vines . Around 1890, 
Chisholm and Scott established an assembly plant for their podders and 
viners in Niagra Falls, New York. The parts for this assembly plant were 
made at the Scott Manufacturing Company in Baltimore . Because of the 
success of the podder and viner, the Scott Manufacturing Company expanded, 
and in 1895 it merged with the R. Sinclair Company , producers of agricul
tural machinery for almost a century. The two companies became the 
Sinclair Scott Company after the merger. At this time , the company built 
and moved to a new plant on Wells Street in South Baltimore. 

In the early 1900's, the company's machine shop began producing parts 
for a number of automobile manufacturers, and also produced motors, trans
missions, and rear axles for the Peerless car. In order to use up parts 

I 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. B-1057 

vertical fi les, Enoch Pratt Public Library, Maryland Room 
real estate brochure, 1953 (on file at Balto. Museum of Industry) 

1 O. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property - - - ---- -
Quadrangle name ______ _ Quadrangle scale _____ _ 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references · · l r 

ALLJ I I I I I I I I I 8 W I I 1 I I I I I I 
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

c LLJ _I .._I ___ I li.......L...~--- D LiJ 1 ........ 1...._ __ 1 _! .....-;..____ 

E LLJ I I I .__I .-.........._....-... ... F LLJ I I I _I -----
GLJ.j I I I I ............ ~ ............. H L_LJ I I I _I .............. .........._ __ 

Verb•I bound•ry description and justification 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county ·' code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Leslie Barr, Dennis Zembala, Lisa Turowski 

organization Baltimore Museum of Industry date July 1983 
• ·1 • : . . I . . . . 

street & number 141 S Key Highway telephone 727-4808 

city or town 

. ·· ... I • • 

Baltimore state Maryland 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Marylaµ_d .-Legislature:-. to be ,found ·· in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

. . 
-·' . 

- .. 1 , 

·The ·survey and inventory are being prepared for information anfi 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to : Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 

PS-2746 
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Sinclair Scott Company 
B-1057 
Baltimore City, Maryland 
8.1 

that had been produced for a company that went bankrupt, Sinclair Scott 
began manufacturing its own automobile, called the Maryland. The Maryland 
was the first car to be manufactured in the state; they cost $2,750. Only 
one hundred cars were produced before Ford came out with his $500 car, which 
meant the end of the Maryland line . 

The Sinclair Scott Company later developed the only successfult 
maraschino cherry grading machine, and also developed a miniature pea hulling 
machine. The company continued until 1953, when its buildings and machinery 
were sold at public auction. 
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• BAL Tl MORE - OHIO RAIL.ROAD RIGHT OF WAY 

LllND 
rontage of approx. 256' 4" on Wells Street; 208' 11 " on 
arshall St.; the West line is approx. 222' 9" along a 10' 
ide alley ; the D"rth line il'I approx. 295' S" and Patapsco St. 

comes to a dead end at about the center of this line. (See 
plan.) The yard is enclosed by a concrete block wall. frame 
fence and cyclone fence. 



A Well Located lnduslrinl Property 

The Valuable Real Estate 
Name, Goodwill, Patents 

And Machinery and Equipment of 

~SINCLAIR-SCOTT ~W/lll/ 
FOOD PROCESSING MACHINERY MANUFAC TU RER 

2-40 E. Wells Stre~t, Baltimore, Md . 
(Entrance on Patapsco Street. Just South of Barney Street} 

In Complete and Final Liquidation 

• Tuesday, Morch 17, 1953, At II A. M. 
ON T~E PREMl°-ES 

-
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BAL Tl MORE - OHIO RAI LROAO RIGHT OF WAY 

LJIND 
Frontay<: ol opp1ox 2!>o I' 011 Wells Sltuet; 208' l l " 0 11 

Marshall St.; Iii <: Wei;t 11111: 1s approx. 222' 9" cdo11q • t 10' 
wide alley ; lhe 11<, rlh l111c r:-. "pprox. 295' 5' 0 11cl Pot11psc·o Sr 

('O rne.•:-. lu l l dead end nt about the center of tlus l111L tS t!ti 

plu n. l The yard 1s enclosed by a concrete block w1 ti\ t 1 u n11 
l<•111 c· 1111 ,I 1·ydo11e fC'rn c 

BUILDINGS 
Building No. I. I slory 11t1tl loft Ironic 1.)llilu11111 , uve.ed wi th 

Insel brick (a 1y,.,c ol c1~bestos 1.> l1111qlu w11tu t1011 IJClck) 

•

npprox. 60x 120 It. Concr<:te llo01, 101 pupet <rnd osp11ult 

of. Three fatye II uck e111tance doo1s Heated uy low pres 

sure steam to ur111 healers equipped with blowe1 s. Sleam 

is supplied by o hotle1 locotcd i11 Bu1kl111q No 2 

Fro11t S<:<.·11011 <>I lfoddtrHJ L'o11tw11s (Jlftn:s rn1d I !; set oll 

by cinder blot k p<J1lltiom,. Co11la1ns usphalt hie floors, 3 

lavalones, 4 olf1c:c rooms w1J u vcsllbul<:. O lli<.'cs uw hea ted 

hy rodiators from a gas fired Ruud hot wuler boiler. 

Building No. 2. 1s a 2-story brick structure approx. 62xl74 ft . 

There are wooden beams. circular metal posts and ! -Beam 

girder supports for the balconies which run along each side 

of the plant makmg 11 a I story aud bulco11y building in 

height. Wood roof covered with to r paper and asphalt. 

3 large truck entry doors Excelle11I <luyltyht tl11 oughout 

Heuted by low p11.:ssu1<: s l<.!Ulll lo U11tt ltt1ule 1i, t:{1uq.>ped 

with blowers. A Paci fic Steel Bo1le1 Co1porul1011 coul fired, 

low - p1 ~s:;u1 e steam boiler ts housed 111 o co11c1t:Ht• block 

m ld1l1011 10 rite rear of the budding. The open ct!nltJ1 l:lpo11 

betwe~n the two balco111es has crane runways a long the 

balco111cs and there are 2 cro11e trolleys spa1111111g 11 Eod1 

ll olley hus two 112 ton electric hoists. 

Building No. 3. I -story concrete block structure. upp1 ox 

15x63 fl., w11h concrete floor and frame roof. On the South 

end there is a 1'1xl8 It. addition used for a one ca1 CJ O!n<Jt> 

The yard area is cinder and dirt with a P.aved d11veway 

of stree1 w idth from Potapsco Street. There is a double 

truck gate and personnel gate across the foot of Pa tapsco 

Street which constitutes the main entrance to the plant 

There 1:-; a large gate at reOJ entrance to Wells Sl!eet. A 

concrere driveway connects the two buildings. There 1:. a 

B. & 0 . llotlroad spur on W elJs Street and the W ells Sll cet 

tJU l <! 1:, o l i;ulltetent size to accommodu lc u 1rnlioud :-.1J111q 

11110 the planl. 

h l' I .< IAI NUTI• 'J, TO Iii.Al. I :; r A ti. lJllO Kl :ll:-> 

On llw tiu le ol the lleu l l:1>1011 11 <utnrn1 ~~1011 ,,1 tw 11 1w1 uu11 will bu paid ul t<'' nl•lll<'111c11t 11, o n y licensed rcu l Ctitote broker reµ resenllncJ the µurchase1 , 

• "' ' " vrue<J th1 h rvku1 rc1pi. tt•11> ll 1t• 11u1111· " ' 1111. d10111 with 11 ~ p1 .111 It • tit,. i.o l" und reprC•<tlll• tho l c lient 0 1 th" sole 

CLEAR OF MORTGAGES 

15 o/o DEPOSIT AT SALE 

• 
• 

POSSESSION AT SETTLEMENT 

SETTLEMENT IN 60 DAYS 
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VIEW OF BUILDING No. 2 

BUILDINGS 
Buildinq No. 1. 1-story and loft frame building covered with 

lnsel brick (a type of asbestos shingl~ imitation brick! 

approx. 60xl2G ft. Concrete floor, tor paper and asphalt 

roof. Three lmge truck entrance doors. Heated by low pres· 

sure steam 10 un11 heaters equipped with blowers. Steam 

, supplied by a boiler located in Building No. 2. 

front Section of Building contains offices and 1s set off 

low-pressure steam boiler is housed in a concrete block 

addition to the rear of the building. The open center span 

between the two balconies has crane runways along the 

balconies and there ore 2 crone trolleys spanning it. Each 

~ley hos two 11 2 ton electnc hoists 

- . . ,~-~ 
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HAER INVEN ~ v RY -i1 stone Amero con En91neer1ng Keco ro 

L>epo rtment of th e Interior, Nosn1ngton, 

5 DATE 

:ONG 
DLST 

~ DANGER OF OElllOUTION? 
SPECIFY THREAT• 

Q "ES 

6 GOVT SOURCE OF THREAT-~--.--

7 OWNERIAOMIN 

T n al v ""r e~\ Sa-. 1es Co.,, p 
9 OWNER'S ADDRESS 

S TA TE M 1> COUNTV ".>ME :'."ITV VICINI' ; 

cour. rv ., .. 

O ur.l('ICWN 

I" ., r 

r
\_ 

o.c. 20240 

CONG 
JIST 
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SURVEYS 
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C.ONTOVERl 
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( CAPTIVE USE 

19 REFERENCES-HISTORiCAL REFERENCES PERSONAL CONl ACTS ANQ,OR OTI-IER 

CONTOVERl 
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