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Durapak Company

Statement of Significance

Constructed between 1896 and 1911, the classic four
story industrial building at 150 W. Ostend Street has housed
a number of operations, including the Furst Brothers Frame
Company and the Gatch Wire Company. Since 1956 it has been the
site of the Durapak Company, which specializes in the manufacture
of polyethylene bags for food processors and distributors.
As a manufacturer of the latest in food packaging, the Durapak
Company takes its place in a long line of Baltimore container

industries, including tin cans, paper boxes, and metal tins.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

.+ building is four stories and is of brick construction.
The south ( Ostend Street) facade is painted light gray-green.
It is six bays wide with 9/9 windows, arched header lintels, stone
tills, and shutter fixtures. A castellated brick cornice runs
atop the facade. The first floor level is covered with red-orange
ceramic tiles. There is a door in the first bay, a garage door in
the third and fourth bays, and a door in the fifth bay.

The first floor interior walls are brick and the floor is con-
crete, Wood columns 12 inches by 12 inches and wood beams 12 inches
by 14 inches support the ceiling.

The second and third floor interiors have brick walls and
diagonal wood flooring. A Conveyor chute connects all four floors.
In the late 1950's some windows were cinderblocked, and several
partitions were erected by Durapak; this is true of all floors.

The fourth floor interior has plywood floors, 4 inch by 6 inch
wood columns, and 6 inch by 10 inch wood beams supporting a sloping
ceiling. New (1979) partitions surround a tile-floored room for the .
manufacture of plastic food nets.

A circa 1967 warehouse on the N.E. corner of the building is
the only addition. It has steel girders. There is no basement.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Constructed between 1896 and 1911, the classic four story
industrial building at 150 W. Ostend Street has housed a number of
operations, including the Furst Brothers Frame Company and the Gatch
Wire Company. Since 1956 it has been the site of the Durapak Com-
pany, which specializes in the manufacture of polyethylene bags for
food processors and distributors. As a manufacturer of the latest
in food packaging, the Durapak Company takes its place in a long
1ine of Baltimore container industries, including makers of tin
cans, paper boxes, and metal tins.

Historical Significance:

The building was constructed between 1986 and 1911 on the site of
the Spring Garden Tannery. From about 1911 to the early 1950's it
housed the Furst Brothers Frame Company and in the mid-1950's the
Gatch Wire Company. In 1956 the Durapak Company moved into the build-
ing from 1003 Madison Avenue. Durapak was founded around 1950 and made
polyethylene bags for A§P, Wilson § Company, and other food processors
and distributors, as well as Stieff Silver and other customers.

An important Durapak invention was the polyethylene bag for car-
rots. Carrots were retailed loose with their green tops until a
freeze in the 1950's blackened the carrot tops in a major carrot-
producing area, the Rio Grande Valley in Texas, thus prompting polye-
thylene packaging of the still unharmed carrots by A§P. In 1980,
Durapak manufactured polyethylene bags for several major food chains
one one floor of the building, while its subsidiary, Vac Pac Manufac-
turing Company, made mylar bags for meats and other foods on another
floor. Printing, warehousing, and other ancillary activities were
carried out on the remaining two floors.

The Durapak Company is in one sense a direct descendant of the
thriving paper container industry which was centered in Baltimore at
the end of the last century, as well as the active tin can and the
packing industries which also thrived in the City before World War II.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
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Constructed between 1896 and 1911, the classic four story industrial building at 150 W. Ostend Street has housed a

number of operations, including the Furst Bros. Frame Company and Gatch Wire Company.

Since 1956 it has been the

site of the Durapak Company, which specializes in the manufacture of polyethylene bags for food processors and

distributors.
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Furst Brothers Frame Company (Durapak Company)
150 W. Ostend Street

Block 0962 Lot 031

Baltimore City

Baltimore East Quad.
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