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private, no date

Significance

The Kaufman Beef Company building serves as one of the last remnants of a
major stockyard and meat packing area which once flourished in this West Baltimore
neighborhood. At its heyday, the meat packing industry in Baltimore numbered a
dozen major slaughtering and packing operations, as well as a series of stockyards
whicu grew up along the old cattle trails into town. The brick Kaufman building
housed a kosher slaughtering and packing operation.
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Survey No.

B-1066
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DOE yes _ no

1. Name

(indicate preferred name)

Kaufman Beef Company

historic

and/or common

2. Location

street & number

1050/60 Dukeland Street

____not for publication

city, town Baltimore ____vicinity of congressional district
state Maryland county
- - -

3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
— district — public X occupied ____agriculture —___ museum
X _building(s) X _private —____unoccupied ____commercial ____ park
— structure ____ both ____work in progress — educational —__ private residence
— site Public Acquisition Accessible —_entertainment —religious

__ object ____in process _Xx_ yes: restricted —_government ____scientific

j — being considered —__ yes: unrestricted —X_industrial ____transportation

_X not applicable __ no ___ military ___ other:

4. Owner Of Pl'opel'ty (give names and méiling addre.sses”of all owners)

name

Nathan Mash/ Victory Building Inc.

telephone no.:

street & number 1050/60 Dukeland Street

city, town Baltimore state and zip code Maryla_nd

5. Location of Legal Description

RHB 3234

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc.

street & number Fayette and Calvert STreets folio 870/ 173

city, town Baltimore state

Maryland
6. Representation in Existing uistorical surveys

title none

date — federal ___state ____county ____ local

pository for survey records

city, town state




7. Description Survey No. B-1066

Condition Check one Check one

— excellent ___ deteriorated _X unaltered X original site

—_good — ruins — altered — moved date of move
_x_ fair —_ unexposed

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its
various elements as it exists today.

This complex is oriented to the railroad tracks, which brought livestock
from the nearby Union Stockyards to the plant. Directly off the raised loading
platform at the rear of the building is the killing room, a small space about
twenty feet square. North and east is a large insulated cutting room. The
second story over this space contains the former Kaufman offices and the plants
refrigeration equipment. The carcasses were taken to the cold storage vault
south and east of the killing room where they hung overnight or until they
were ready to be cut up. A second storage vault adjacent to it was for
storage of the processed meats. A loading dock on the south side of the

building facilitated shipping.



8. Significance Survey No. B-1066

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
— prehistoric __ archeology-prehistoric ____ community planning ____ landscape architecture____ religion
—1400-1499 ___ archeology-historic —conservation — law —science
'_1500-1599 ____ agriculture ____economics —literature — sculpture
__1600-1699 ____ architecture — education — military — social/
—_1700-1799 ___ art ____engineering — music humanitarian
—x 18001899 ___ commerce ____exploration/settlement ___ philosophy — theater
— 1900~ _____communications — x industry — politics/government ____ transportation
____invention — other (specify)
Specific dates Builder/Architect
check: Applicable Criteria: _ A B _C _ D
and/or
Applicable Exception: _ A B _C _ D _E _F _G
Level of Significance: _ national _ state _ local

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and
support.

The Kaufman Beef Company building serves as one of the last remmants of
a major stockyard and meat packing area which once flourished in this West
Baltimore neighborhood. At its heyday, the meat packing industry in Baltimore
numbered a dozen major slaughtering and packing operations, as well as a series
of stockyards which grew up along the old cattle trails into town. The brick
Kaufman building housed a Kosher slaughtering and packing operation.

West Baltimore was a traditional meat packing area. Cattle was driven in
from farmlands along trails such as Old Zane's Trail (now Old Frederick Road)
and the Calverton Turnpike. Small family butchering operations grew up along
the road, leading to the christening of one West Baltimore neighborhood as
"Pigtown''.

When the railroads began to service West Baltimore in the mid-1800's, a
series of stockyards were developed in this area. In 1892, the Union Stockyards
were founded as a consolidation of many smaller yards. West Baltimore's main
railway station, Calverton, was built at the stockyards. The yards included
several acres of pens, offices of meat dealers, buying stations of a number of
égcal meat packers, and a few meat packing plants, including the Kaufman Beef

mpany .

The Kaufman plant may have predated the Union Stockyards itself. This
mid-size packing company was founded in 1875 by Mr. H.C. Kaufman, probably at
this site. A number of Kaufmans appear in the Baltimore city directories as
butchers, grocers, and cattle dealers from the 1860's on. The company practiced.

only kosher slaughtering and packed only kosher beef products. They had a large
market stall in the Hollins Market, and one in the Lexington Market.

In 1934, the company expanded and modernized their operations with the pur-
chase and reconditioning of a large, ten-acre, multi-building site immediately
to the north of the old palnt, formerly the site of the Wilson-Martin Company.
The firm now had the capacity to kill and dress 50-100 cattle an hour.

Sometime around 1936, the Kaufman company was sold and became the Louis Sand
Company, and manufacturer of sausage and luncheon meats. In 1949, the Dukeland
Packing Corporation took over the Sand company, and in 1954, it also took over



9. Major Bibliographical References

Survey No.

B-1066

vertical files, Maryland Room, Enoch Pratt Public Library

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property
Quadrangle name

UTM References 4o NOT complete UTM references

Quadrangle scale

ol I I I O I T P g R O
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
o3 IV I (T I I (O T | olad Lled ool Latal
el L b Lt el asl] 3 I O T N A
gt I | 1O 8 | |

] |
] Ll

3 I I [

Verbal boundary description and justification

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state code county code
state code county code
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street & number 1415 Key Highway telc;phone 727-4808
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stat-e Maryland -
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8.1

the old plant to the south. In 1973, the firm was rocked by scandal when President
Spevak was convicted of shipping spoiled meat, bribing federal inspectors, and
cheating employees. Although reorganized by his son and son-in-law, the firm
went out of business shortly thereafter.

The northern addition was later purchased by the Mash's Meat Company. The
original buildings were purchased by Victory Building, Inc., and are currently
used by Mash's as storage space.
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B-1066
Kaufman Beef Company Largely demolished
1050-1060 Dukeland Street

Block 2108, Lot 004
Baltimore City
Baltimore West Quad.
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