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Statement of Significance 

The E.J. Codd Company, a three story brick building at the 

corner of Caroline and Aliceanna Streets in Fells Point, is one 

of Baltimore's oldest firms specializing in contract machinery, 

steel fabricators and the repair of industrial equipment . Found

ed in 1860, the firm continues to operate in its original loca-

tion. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The structure on the southwest corner of Caroline and 
Aliceannan Streets is a three-story timber frame and bri ck 
building which houses the offices and storage facil ities 
of the company. Its single regularly-spaced sash windows 
give it a severe look . The surface of the brick has been 
damaged by recent sandblasting. 

Adjacent on the west is a two-story addition which 
houses the company ' s machine shop. A high bay in the center 
of this building gives added clearance fo r an overhead 
travelling crane which moves large castings . Part of the 
first floor is open to the roof and the remainder of the 
second floor forms a l oft along the north wall . 

Adjacent to these buildings on the south is the erec
t i ng and welding shop . This metal frmae structure is one 
high story and contains a series of booms and cranes and 
other machinery us ed in assembling large machinery . This 
area formerly housed furnaces for found r y work as well. 
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The E. J. Codd Company , a three story brick building at the 
corner of Caroline & Aliceanna Streets in Fells Point , is one of 
Baltimore ' s oldest firms specializing in contract machinery, steel 
fabricators and the repair of industrial equipment . Founded in 
1860, the firm continues to operate in its original location . 

Historical Significance 

Edward J. Codd , a lifelong resident of East Baltimore, founded 
his machine shop , iron foundry & boilerworks in 1860. The company 
grew rapidly throughout the late 19th century expanding its opera
tions to include a steam~powered blacksmith shop, finishing depart
ment, milling shop and patternmaking. Most notably during this 
period the Codd Company specialized in steamship repairs . In 1891, 
the firm built and installed the coal burning engines in the "Cat
aract" , Baltimore's f irst fireboat which served the harbor until 1914 . 
An 1898 description cites the company as "one of the largest of its 
kind in the Seuth . .. with an oyjstanding reputation for quality 
workmanship and reliability. 11 l 

Following Mr. Codd's death in 1911, Henry Haze lhurst Wiegand 
and Thomas Penniman bought the company. Mr. Wiegand, a Baltimorean, 
invented and patented the Wiegand Chain Furnace Curtain which is still 
produced by the Codd Company . During World Wars I and II work at the 
plant included a large numb er of government contracts for tanks, 
welding and riveting work. 

In 1953, Ray Weigand Kauffman, Mr. Weigand ' s great nephew, 
purchased the business which now includes the E. J . Codd Company of 
Baltimore City , Codd Fabricators & Boiler Co. Inc., and the Balt imore 
Lead Burning Corporation at Codd's original location. 

"The plant at Caroline Street has modern equipment for , and 
specializes, in contract machining, steel fabricating, lead burning, 
and the r epair of industrial equipment for many local businesses 
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The E.J . Codd Company , a three story brick building at the corner of Caroline and Aliceanne Streets in 
Fells Point , is one of Baltimore ' s oldest firms specializing in contract machinery , steel fabricators, 
and the repair of industrial equipment , Founded in 1860, the firm continues to operate in its original 
location . 
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