
Hamburger Brothers Clothing Factory 
B- 1078 

Statement of Significance 

Sinc e 1893 the building at 16-20 South Eutaw has 

been actively assoc iated with Baltimore ' s needle trades. 

The first of several large projects in the lo ft district 

by developers Joseph Cove and Henry Jones, it originally 

housed Hamburger Brothers clothing factory . It later 

became the home of Phi lip Kahn and Company , overco at 

manufacturers; The Kramer Company , makers of l adies 

b l ouses; and A. Schreter, tie makers, who stil l use the 

premises . Today the building is the home of a medical 

c l inic . 
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INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

UN AME 
HISTORIC 

Hamburger Bro t hers Clothing Factory 

AND/ OR COMMON 

flLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 16-20 South Eutaw Street 

CITY. l'OWN 

Balt i more VICINITY OF 

STATE 

DcLAsSIFICA TION 

CATEGORY 
_DISTRICT 

~BUILDING($) 

_STRUCTURE 

_SITE 

_OBJECT 

OWNERSHIP STATUS 
_PUBLIC *OCCUPIED 

X....PRIVATE _ UNOCCUPIED 

_ BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_ IN PROCESS XYES: RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED _YES: UNRESTRICTED 

_NO 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

16-20 South Eutaw Corporation 
STREET & NUMBER 

CITY, TOWN 

Baltimore _ VICINITY OF 

IJLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REG1sTRYOFDEEDs,ETc. Baltimore City Courthouse 

STREET & NUMBER 

Fayette and Calvert Streets 

CITY. TOWN 

B alt imore 

II REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

Third 
COUNTY 

PRESENT USE 
_ AGRICULTURE _ MUSEUM 

_ COMMERCIAL _ PARK 

-EDUCATIONAL _ PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _ RELIGIOUS 

_GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_ INDUSTRIAL _ TRANSPORTATION 

_ MILITARY X-OTHER:Medical 

Telephone#: 

STATE I zip code 
Maryland 

Liber #:RHB 2895 
Folio #: 750 

STATE 

Maryland 21202 

- FEDERAL -5TATE _ COUNTY -LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN STATE 



II DESCRIPTION 

:itEXCELLENT 

-GOOD 

-FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

X-ALTERED 

G· 1 07~ 

CHECK ONE 

:it-ORIGINAL SITE 

_MQVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT ANO ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Originally the Hamburger Brothers cloth1ng fac t ory , this 
commercial building was renovated for its present use in 1973 . 
The building is five stories high, nine bays wide, and 13 bays 
deep . It is classically detailed and exterior walls are of orange 
Roman brick and brownstone. 

On the front, granite pedestals support four brick piers 
which rise as p ilasters to the cornice . Iron lintels with cast 
acanthus detail stretching from pier to pier provide openings at 
the first floor l evel , which are now filled with brown brick . The 
recessed entrance is reached by a flight of brick steps at the 
right end . The entranceway is filled ~ith an aluminum and plate 
glass double door. A course of brownstone adorned with carved 
<lentils and egg and dart detail runs at the second floor level, 
supported on minor capitals of the piers. The capitals are of 
brownstone with leaf and vine carvings . 

Above this course of stone, each of the three bays is 
broken by three verticals of fenestration, separated by a minor 
order of piers . All windows are flat arched with high fanned brick 
lintels and stone sills. All are doub l e hung with one-over-one 
l i ghts. Recessed rectangular brick panels divide the windows between 
floors. The minor piers have leaf-carved brownstone capitals which 
support the round brick arches which mark each column of fenestra­
tion at the fifth floor level. The major piers have large brown­
stone capita ls ' carved with grotesques .and ... leaf n;ioti:fs • . 

.. 1 

A row of corbelled brick brackets runs between the major 
capital s at the line of the parapet. The cornice has qeen removed . 
The parapet is 0£ brick and is broken by recessed pane~s . . · A .water 
towe r rests •on the flat roof at the northeast corner of . t4e building. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE 
13- f o7~ 

'ERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHISTORIC -ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING 

_ CONSERVATION 

_ECONOMICS 

_LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

_ LAW 

_ RELIGION 

_ 1400· 1499 -ARCHEOLOGY -HISTORIC 

_1500· 1599 -AGRICULTURE 

_ 1600· 1699 -ARCHITECTURE 

_ 1700· 1 799 -ART 

:ie-1800-1899 x-COMMERCE 

X 1900· _COMMUNICATIONS 

_ EDUCATION 

_ ENGINEERING 

_ EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 

ft-INDUSTRY 

_INVENTION 

_ LITERATURE 

_MILITARY 

_ MUSIC 

_ PHILOSOPHY 

_ POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

_SCIENCE 

_ SCULPTURE 

_SOCIAU HUMANITARIAN 

_ THEATER 

-TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER !SPECIFY) 

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ ARCHITECT 

STATEM ENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Since 1893 the building at 16-20 South Eutaw has been 
actively associated with Baltimore ' s needle trades . The first of 
several large projects in the loft district by developers Joseph 
Cove and Henry Jones, it originally housed Hamburger Brothers 
clothing factory. It later became the home of Philip Kahn & Company , 
overcoat manufacturers; The Kramer Company , makers of ladies blouses; 
and A. Schreter, tie makers, who still use the premises. Today the 
building is the home of a medical clinic. 

Historical Significance : 

When Hamburger Brothers and Company moved into the new 
building at 16-20 South Eutaw, it was already a well es tab­
lished manufacture r o f men ' s and boy ' s clothing . The Eutaw 
Stree~ building included the latest designs and equipment for 
manufactur ing . Two boilers produced steam for heat and two ma 
main electric generators for lights and machinery . Shipping 
and r ece iving was conducted fr.om the basement. The ground 
floor contained the off ices and was the place where the cut 
cloth was sent out to be sewn and then returned and examined . 
The second floor housed the cutting room. Finished goods were 
sto red on the third and fourth floors, while the top_ floor 
wa~ where cloth was examined and prepared for the manufac­
turing process. Hamburger Brothers furnished employment for 
between eight and ni~e hund red people including seven travel­
ling salesmen. 

Philip Kahn & Company later occupied the premises for 
several years in 1926 . This company , founded in 1901, was 
known as the "Overcoat King" and distr i buted 15 products 
under the name "Pecan Brand". The name was changed to 
Katzenstein Brothers late in the 1920's and then continued 
to op erate from several locations until after World War II . 

In more recent times two important companies occupied 
t he building : The Kramer Company , who until 1972 made 
blouses on the first four corner floors, and A. Schre ter. 
The Kramer Company was founded in 1909 by Louis Kramer and 
became one of the most important manufacturers of blouses. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY (CONTINUED , PAGE 2) 



IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

Vertical Files, Baltimore Industrial Museum 

CONTINUE ON SEJ;lAF,ATE SHEET IX' NECESSAAY 

II!JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

VE RBAL BOUND~Ry~qESCRIPTION 
J '· '· 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME / TITLE 

Robert Weiss, Philip Kahn 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Baltimore Industrial Museum December 1980 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

217 North Charles Street 301-396-1931 
CI TY OR TOWN STATE 

Baltimore Mary land 

The Maryland Historic -Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an A~~ of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, 'section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement . 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 

PS· 1 108 



Hamburger Brothers Clothing Factory 

8 . SIGNIFICANCE 

Historical Significance, continued, page 2 

They operated from the Eutaw Street build.ing for many years 
until they went out of business in 1972 . They used fo ur floors 
and from the beginning all operations were directly supervised 
by the firm rather than using contractors . In later years they 
operated a factory in Aero Acres, Maryland . In 1959 Kramer 
Campany employed 500 at its factories and sold several million 
dollars worth of their "Pilot" label blouses. The company was 
part of L' Arglon Apparrel, Inc . from 1960. 

A. Schreter and Sons has occupied the fifth floor of 
16 South Eutaw since the ~o rlu War II era. In 1924 they were 
located at 2-4 South Hanover where they made ties for many 
American stores. Abraham Schreter, a Hungarian immigrant, 
f ounded the firm in 1894. In 1954 , at the age of 76 , Schreter 
invented the buttondown, the feature for which the company is 
well known throughout the world. He was also originator of the 
popular 1920 ' s "Gold Bows " , and helped popularize the seersucker 
tie during the DepTession . 

The Company's products are distributed throughout the 
world and have been accepted for use by all branches of the 
United States Armed Services. J~-~960 Schreter began an extensive 
overseas selling campaign and were very well received. Today 
much of their business is in specialty ties fo r colleges, 
businesses, and organizations who want special designs on 
ties . The University of Maryland, 4-H Clubs and The American 
Legion, to name a few, have all placed orders for Schreter ' s 
special products. 

The building was ·purchased in 1973 by Central Medical 
Center who have renovated the ground floor for use as a health 
clilln~c. The middle three floors are now used by a clothing 
manufacturer and a uniform company . 



1. SITE 1.0. NO B 1 0 7 8 
2. INDUSTRIAL CLASSIFICATION 

Manufacturing 

NAER INVENTORY 
3. PRIORITY 

5. DATE 

4. DANGER OF DEMOLITION? 
(SPECIFY THREAT) 

7. OWNER/ADM IN 

U.S. Department of the Interior 
Herita e Conservation and Recreation Service 

0 YES 0 O uNKNOWN 

Central Medical Center 
8. NAMEISJ OF STRUCTURE 

Hamburger Brothers· Clothing Fac t ory 

COUNTY NAME CITYNICINITY 

Baltimore 
11. SITE ADORESS (STREET & NO ) 

16-20 South Eutaw 

9 0 

15. CONDITION. 70 ~ EXCELLENT 71 Q GOOD 72 Q FAIR 

18. INVENTORIED BY 

CONG. 
DIST. 

9. OWNER'S ADDRESS 

16- 20 South Eutaw 

STATE 

COUNTY 

12. EXISTING 
SURVEYS 

O NA 

COUNTY NAME 

O NHL 

Q CONF 

13. SPECIAL FEATURES(DESCRIBE BELOW) 

Q INTERIOR INTACT 

SCALE xXJ 1:24 0 1:62.5 

O OTHER 

SCALE 0 1:24 0 1:62.5 

O OTHER 

730 DETERIORATED 74 Q RUINS 75 Q UNEXPOSED 

AFFILIATION 

Baltimore Industrial Museum 
17. DESCRIPTION AND BACKGROUND HISTORY, INCLUDING CONSTRUCTION DATE(S). HISTORICAL DATE(S). PHYSICAL DIMENSIONS. 

MATERIALS, EXTANT EQUIPMENT, AND IMPORTANT BUILDERS. ENGINEERS. ETC. 

d tiABS 

O STATE 

Q HAER-1 

Q COUNTY 

CONG. 
DIST. 

0 HAER 0 NPS 0 CL6 

0 LOCAL 0 OTHER 

Q EXTERIOA INTACT 0 ENVIRONS INTACT 

OUAD 
NAME 

OUAD 
NAME 

76Q ALTERED 

Baltimore East 

L~O DESTAOYED 850 DEMOLISHED 

DATE 

December 1980 

Since 1893 the building at 16-20 South Eutaw has been actively associated with The Baltimore ' s Needles Trades . The 
Fir st of many large projects in the loft district by developers Joseph Cove and Henry Jones , it originally housed 
Hambu:rger Brothers, clothing factory . It later became the home of Philip Kahn and Company , makers of ladies 
blouses, and A. Schreter, the makers who still use the premises. · Today the building is the home of a medical clinic. 

18. ORIGINAL USE 

Clothing Factory I
PRESENTUSE 

. Medical C linic 
19 REFERENCES-HISTORICAL REFERENCES. PERSONAL CONTACTS, AND/OR OTHER 

Baltimore Industrial Museum Vertical Files 

20. URBAN AREA 60.000 22. PUBLIC ACCESSIBILITY 
POP. OR MORE? .Kl YES 0 NO 

2~. LOCATED IN AN HISTORIC DISTRICT? 
D YES O NO NAME 

YES. LIMITED 

O NO 

0 YES. UNLIMITED 

Q UNKNOWN 

-· 

I ADAPTIVE USE 

DISTRICT l.D. NO 

(CONTOVERl 

(CONT OVER) 

23. EDITOR 

INDEXER 

". ; , 911 
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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST WORKSHEET 

NOMINATION FORM 
for the 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, NATIONAL PARKS SERVICE 

z 
0 

.... 
u 

D::: 

.... 

z 

COMMON: 

ANO/OR HISTORIC: 

STREET ANO NUMBER1 

CITY OR TOWN: 

STATE 

0 
0 

CATEGORY 
(Chee!< One) 

District 

Site 

0 

Building 

0 Structure 

Object 

Central Medical Center 

16-20 s. Eutaw Street 

Baltimore 
COUNTY: 

Maryland 

OWNERSHIP 

~Public 

iii Private 

0 Both 

Public Acquisition: 

O In Proceaa 

O Being Considered 

PRESENT USE (Che e I< One or More ae Jtppteprfate) 

~Agricultural 0 Government 0 Pork 

Commercial 0 Industrial 0 Private Residence 

0 Educational 0 Mili tary 0 Religiou• 

0 Entertainment 0 Museum 0 Scientific 

STATUS 

Occupied 

0 Unoccupied 

0 PrHervotion work 
in progreaa 

0 Tronaportollon 

D Other (SpeclfT) 

W STREET ANO NUMBER: 

w 
CITY OR TOWN: STATE: 

Records Office Room 601 
STREET ANO NUMBER: 

Baltimore City Courthouse 
CITY OR TOWN: 

City of Baltimore Neighborhood Survey 
DATE OF SURllEY1 0 Federal 0 State O County 

bltPOSITORY FOR ·~e:rUMrs§i5~ FOR HISTORICAL a 

Room 900 
CITY OR TOWN! STATE1 

ACCESSIBLE 
TO THE PUBLIC 

J~:::rlcted 
0 UnrHtricted 

0 No 

0 Comment• 

21202 

Local 

PS - 709 



CONDITION (Checlc One) 

0 Unclte re d 

(Chee" One) 

0 Deterloroted 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT. ~ o ORIGINAi.. (If m own) PHYSICAi.. APPEAR AN C E 

0 Ruin• 0 ·Unexposed 

Originally the Hamburger Brothers clothing factory, this connnerical 
building was renovated for its pre~ent use in 1973 . The building 
is five stories hj~h, nine bays wide~ and thirteen bays deep. It 
is classically detailed and exterior walls are of orange Roman 
brick and brownstone. 

On the front , granite pedestals support four brick piers which rise as 
pilasters to the cornice . Iron lintels wi th cast ace.nthu~ detail 
stretching from pier to pier provide openings at the first floor level, 
which are now filled with bro'trn brick . Tlie recessed entrance is reached 
by a flight of brick steps at the rignt end . The entranceway is filled 
with an aluminum and pl ate glass double door . A coU.rse of brownstone 
adorned with carved dent~ls and egg and dart detail runs at the second 
floor lev~l, supported on minor capitals of the piers. The 'capitals are 
of brownstone with leaf and vine carvings . 

Above this course of stone , eacl. of the three bays is broken by three ver­
ticals of fenestration , se':larated by a minor order of piers . All windows 
are flat arched with hi gh fanned brick lintels and stone sills . All are 
double hung with one- over- one lights . Re~essed rectangular brick panels 
divide the windows between floors . The minor pi er s have leaf-carved 
brownstone capitals which support the round brick arches which mark each 
column of fenestration at the fifth floor level. The major niers have 
large brownstone capitals carved with grotesques and ' leaf motifs . 

A row of corbelled brick brackets runs between the major capitals at the 
line of the parapet . The cornice has been removed. The parapet is of 
brick and is broken by recessed panels . A water tower rests on the flat 
roof at the northeast corner of the building . 
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PERIOD (Checlc One or More•• Appropriate) 

0 Pre-Columbion 0 16tfl Century 

0 15th Century 0 17th Century 

SPECIFIC D ATE IS) (llAppllcabl• •ndKnown) 7•7~ 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Checlc One ..,. More •• ApPfOprlate) 

Abor lginol 0 Educollon 

0 Prehiatorlc 0 Engineering 

0 Historic 0 lndualry 

r;f Agriculturw 0 Invention , 

Architecture 0 Londa cope 

0 Aft Architecture 

0 Commerce 0 Llteroture 

0 Communication• 0 Military 

0 Conaervolion 0 Muaic 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

0 
0 

0 
0 
0 

0 
0 

It J18th Century 

fiT 19th Century 

Political 

Religion/Phi. 

losophy 

Science 

Sculpture 

Socio I/Human-

itorian 

Theoter 

Tranaportalion 

0 20th Century 

0 Url>on Planning 

0 Other (Specify) 

The Central Medical Center i:s· a recent example of adaptive re-use 

for Baltimore's large, old but sound commercial structures. Con-

tmnporary with the Classic Bui lding to t he north, it is similarly 

but more finely detailed and exhibits an\ impressive display of 

Roman brickwork • 
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LATITUDE ANO LONGITUDE COORDINATES 

DEFININIO A RECTANIOLE LOCATINIO THE PROPERTY 

LATITUDE ANp LONGITIJOE COORDINATES 

0 DEFININIO THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 
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CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE L ATITUDE 

NW 
NE 
SE 

D egrees Minutes SecC)nda Degrees Minutes SecC)nds 
C) C) 

Degree s Minutes Seconds 
0 

0 0 

0 

0 

APPROXIM .... TE ACR~AGE OF N O M I N ATED •PROPERTY: 

~ Acreage Justification : 

NAM E ANO TITL E : Planning Assistaats 

ORGANIZATIONCOMMISSION FOR HISTORICAL • 

STREET ANON 

Room 900 
STATE 

~;~{ State Liai son Officer Review : (Off ice Use Onl 

Significan ce of this property is: 
National O State 0 Local 0 

Signature 

L ONGITUDE 

Degrees Minutes SecC)nds 
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