O Hamburger Brothers Clothing Factory
B-1078

Statement of Significance

Since 1893 the building at 16-20 South Eutaw has
been actively associated with Baltimore's needle trades.
The first of several large projects in the loft district
by developers Joseph Cove and Henry Jones, it originally
housed Hamburger Brothers clothing factory. It later
became the home of Philip Kahn and Company, overcoat
manufacturers; The Kramer Company, makers of ladies
‘ blouses; and A. Schreter, tie makers, who still use the
0 premises. Today the building is the home of a medical

clinic.
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Hamburger Brothers Clothing Factory
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PALOCATION

STREET & NUMBER 16-20 South Eutaw Street

CITY. TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
90 X S— —_ VICINITY OF Third
STATE COUNTY
PICLASSIFICATION
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16-20 South Eutaw Corporation
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COURTHOUSE, Folio #: 750
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DESCRIPTION 3-107¢

CONDITION CHECK ONE

CHECK ONE
3¢ EXCELLENT __DETERIORATED __UNALTERED %—ORIGINAL SITE
__GOOD __RUINS ¥X_ALTERED __MOVED DATE
__FAIR __UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Originally the Hamburger Brothers clothing factory, this
commercial building was renovated for its present use in 1973.
The building is five stories high, nine bays wide, and 13 bays
deep. It is classically detailed and exterior walls are of orange
Roman brick and brownstone.

On the front, granite pedestals support four brick piers
which rise as pilasters to the cornice. Iron lintels with cast
acanthus detail stretching from pier to pier provide openings at
the first floor level, which are now filled with brown brick. The
recessed entrance is reached by a flight of brick steps at the
right end. The entranceway is filled with an aluminum and plate
glass double door. A course of brownstone adorned with carved
dentils and egg and dart detail runs at the second floor level,
supported on minor capitals of the piers. The capitals are of
brownstone with leaf and vine carvings.

Above this course of stone, each of the three bays is
broken by three verticals of fenestration, separated by a minor

order of piers. All windows are flat arched with high fanned brick
lintels and stone sills. All are double hung with one-over-one
lights. Recessed rectangular brick panels divide the windows between
floors. The minor piers have leaf-carved brownstone capitals which
support the round brick arches which mark each column of fenestra-
tion at the fifth floor level. The major piers have large brown-
stone capitals ' carved with grotesques .and leaf motifs,

A row of corbelled brick brackets runs between the major
capitals at the line of the parapet. The cornice has been removed.
The parapet is of brick and is broken by recessed panels. . A water
tower rests on the flat roof at the northeast corner of the building.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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'ERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
— PREHISTORIC —ARCHEULOGY-PREHISTORIC —COMMUNITY PLANNING —_LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE __RELIGION
—1400-1499 __ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC __CONSERVATION —LAW __SCIENCE
—1500-1599 —AGRICULTURE __ECONOMICS __LITERATURE __SCULPTURE
- 1600-1699 __ARCHITECTURE —_EDUCATION —_MILITARY — SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN
—1700-1798 _ART —ENGINEERING —MusIC — THEATER
X_'IEOO-'ISQS X.__.COMM ERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT —_PHILOSOPHY - TRANSPORTATION
_X.JQOO- —COMMUNICATIONS }[JNDUSTHY —POLITICS/GOVERNMENT __OTHER (SPECIFY)
—_INVENTION
SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY

Since 1893 the building at 16-20 South Eutaw has been
actively associated with Baltimore's needle trades. The first of
several large projects in the loft district by developers Joseph
Cove and Henry Jones, it originally housed Hamburger Brothers
clothing factory. It later became the home of Philip Kahn § Company,
overcoat manufacturers; The Kramer Company, makers of ladies blouses;
and A. Schreter, tie makers, who still use the premises. Today the
building is the home of a medical clinic.

Historical Significance:

When Hamburger Brothers and Company moved into the new
building at 16-20 South Eutaw, it was already a well estab-
lished manufacturer of men's and boy's clothing. The Eutaw
Street building included the latest designs and equipment for
manufacturing. Two boilers produced steam for heat and two ma
main electric generators for lights and machinery. Shipping
and receiving was conducted from the basement. The ground
floor contained the offices and was the place where the cut
cloth was sent out to be sewn and then returned and examined.
The second floor housed the cutting room. Finished goods were
stored on the third and fourth floors, while the top floor
was where cloth was examined and prepared for the manufac-
turing process. Hamburger Brothers furnished employment for
between eight and nire hundred people including seven travel-
ling salesmen.

Philip Kahn § Company later occupied the premises for
several years in 1926. This company, founded in 1901, was
known as the '"Overcoat King" and distributed 15 products
under the name '"Pecan Brand'". The name was changed to
Katzenstein Brothers late in the 1920's and then continued
to operate from several locations until after World War II.

In more recent times two important companies occupied
the building: The Kramer Company, who until 1972 made
blouses on the first four corner floors, and A. Schreter.

The Kramer Company was founded in 1909 by Louis Kramer and
hecame one of the most important manufacturers of blouses.

(CONTINUED, PAGE 2)
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nMA] OR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

Vertical Files, Baltimore Industrial Museum

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY

FJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

VERBAL BOUNDARY.DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY
STATE COUNTY - -
EE1FORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE
Robert Weiss, Philip Kahn
ORGANIZATION DATE
Baltimore Industrial Museum December 1980
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
217 North Charles Street 301-396-1931
CITY OR TOWN STATE
Baltimore Maryland

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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Hamburger Brothers Clothing Factory
8. SIGNIFICANCE

Historical Significance, continued, page 2

They operated from the Eutaw Street building for many years
until they went out of business in 1972. They used four floors
and from the beginning all operations were directly supervised
by the firm rather than using contractors. In later years they
operated a factory in Aero Acres, Maryland. In 1959 Kramer
Company employed 500 at its factories and sold several million
dollars worth of their '"Pilot" label blouses. The company was
part of L'Arglon Apparrel, Inc. from 1960.

A. Schreter and Sons has occupied the fifth floor of
16 South Eutaw since the worlu War II era. In 1924 they were
located at 2-4 South Hanover where they made ties for many
American stores. Abraham Schreter, a Hungarian immigrant,
founded the firm in 1894. In 1954, at the age of 76, Schreter
invented the buttondown, the feature for which the company is
well known throughout the world. He was also originator of the
popular 1920's '"Gold Bows', and helped popularize the seersucker
tie during the Depression.

The Company's products are distributed throughout the
world and have been accepted for use by all branches of the
United States Armed Services. In'.1960 Schreter began an extensive
overseas selling campaign and were very well received. Today
much of their business is in specialty ties for colleges,
businesses, and organizations who want special designs on
ties. The University of Maryland, 4-H Clubs and The American
Legion, to name a few, have all placed orders for Schreter's
special products.

The building was purchased in 1973 by Central Medical
Center who have renovated the ground floor for use as a health
clinic. The middle three floors are now used by a clothing
manufacturer and a uniform company.
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Since 1893 the building at 16-20 South Eutaw has been actively associated with The Baltimore's Needles Trades. The
First of many large projects in the loft district by developers Joseph Cove and Henry Jones, it originally housed
Hamburger Brothers, clothing factory. It later became the home of Philip Kahn and Company, makers of ladies
blouses, and A. Schreter, the makers who still use the premises.  Today the building is the home of a medical clinic.
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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST WORKSHEET

NOMINATION FORM
for the
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, NATIONAL PARKS SERVICE

I_I paichebodhonsds
C OMMON::

Central Medical Center

AND/OR HISTORIC:

STREET AND NUMBER:

16-20 S. Eutaw Street

CITY OR TOWN:

Baltimore

STATE COUNTY:

Maryland

s ki
CATEGORY i
{Check One)

ACCESSIBLE
TO THE PUBLIC

y
[ District ﬁ Building |0, Public Public Acquisition: Mogcup].d J‘I’n:
[ Site [ Structure dPrivou O In Process [0 Unoccupied Restricted
[0 Object ] Beth [] Being Considered (] Preservation wark [ Unrestricted
‘ in progress [ Ne

OWNERSHIP STATUS ~

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

[, Agricultural [ Government ] Park - [OJ Transpertation [J Comments
#Cmmn'rcigl [ Industrial [ Private Residence [[] Other (Specity)

[ Educational [ Military . [ Religious

[] Entertainment . . [0 Museum [ Scientific

OWNER'S N AME:

STREET AND NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN: STATE:

ERTION OF LEGA

cou”ﬁ"r'ﬁouss. REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC:

Records Office Room 601
Baltimore City Courthouse

CITY OR TOWN: STATE

Baltimore Maryland 21202

STREET AND NUMBER:

e . idshd ChA e
City of Baltimore Neighborhood Survey
DATE OF SURVEY: 1976 [0 Federal [] State [ County ™ Local

DEPGSITORY FOR SEBﬁwTrgng FOR HISTORICAL &

[STREET AnND NUMB

Room 900
CITY OR TOWN: 26 South CaIVQrt St. STATE:
Baltimore, Md. 21202

Ps= 7089



JE.;;.I.I.M [[] Goed [] Fair [[] Dateriorated ] Ruins [ ‘Unexposed

CONDITION (Check One) (Check One),/
Alterad [0 Unclrered [ Moved Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT # 4D ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Originally the Hamburger Brothers clothing factiory, this commerical
building was renovated for its present use in 1973. The building
is five stories high, nine bays wide, and thirteen bays deep. It
is classically detailed and exterior walls are of orange Roman
brick and brownstone,

On the front, granite pedestale support four brick piers which rise &s
pilasters to the cornice. Iron lintels with cast acanthus detail
stretching from pier to pier provide openings at the first floor level,
which are now filled with brown brick. The recessed entrance is reached
by a2 flight of brick steps at the riglit end. The entranceway is filled
with an aluminum and plate glass double door. A course of brownstone
adorned with carved dentils and egg and dart detail runs at the second
floor level, supported on minor capitals of the piers. The capitals are
of brownstone with leaf and vine carvings.

Above this course of stone, each of the three bays is broken by three ver-
ticals of fenestration, senarated by a minor order of piers. All windows
are flat arched with high fanned brick lintels and stione sills. All are
double hung with one-over-one lights, Recessed rectengular brick panels
divide the windows between floors, The minor piers have leaf-carved
brownstone capitals which support the round brick arches which mark each
column of fenestration at the fifth floor level. The major piers have
large brownstone capitals carved with grotesques and leaf motifs.

A row of corbelled brick brackets runs between the major capitals at the
line of the parapet. The cornice has been removed, The parapet is of
brick and is broken by recessed panels. A water tower rests on the flat
roof at the northeast corner of the building.
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JCTIONS

INST.

SEE

B~/07&
A

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)
] Pre-Columbian (] 16th Century @ ,Bth Century [ 20th Century
[ 15th Century (] 17th Century dl?!h Century

SPECIFIC DATE!S) (Tf Applicable and Known) 7m

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Abor iginal [ Education {1 Pelitical 0 Urban Plenning
O Prehistoric [ Engineering [ Religion/Phi. CJ Other (Specity)
[ Histeric O Industry losophy

ghnrieu"ul‘ 1 Invention [C] Science

Architecture [0 Landscape [ Sculpture

O Art Architecture [ Secial/Human-

[J Commerce O Literature itarian

[0 Communications O Military [0 Theater

[] Conservation [ Music [C] Transportation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The GC2ntral Medical Center is a recent example of adaptive re-use
for Baltimore's large, old but sound commercial structures. Con-
temporary with the Classic Building to the north, it is similarly
but more finely detailed and exhibits an{ impressive display of

Roman brickwork.

Ps -~ 709



EQGRAPHICAL DATA

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATE

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE rrorerTy |0 DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY
R OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES
GORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minufes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Saconds
NW o . - o [l - o] ] - o ] -
NE o ’ - o ] -I
SE o ) L] o . L]
sw -] ] - o ' -

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED FROPERTY:

1Acreage Justification:

i

FORM PREPARED B!

NAME AND TITLE:

: S ing .Ass:latmms......

OREANIZATIONGOMMISSION FOR HISTORICAL &

DATE

1976

e i nARGHITECTURAL PRESERVATION
Room 900

STATE

citv or Town: 2 6 South Calvert St
Baltimore, Md. 21202

State Liaison Officer Review: (Office Use Only)

Significance of this property is:
National [ State [] Local (]

Signature
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