
B-1087 
R. GRIFFITH AND COMPANY 
Baltimore 
Private 

1876-96 

This building is significant as one of the few canneries 
to operate in South Baltimore. 

It was constructed between 1876 and 1896 on the site of 
a lumber yard. In 1896, it was occupied by R.Griffith and Company 
packing house. In 1911 the left half (#91213-15) was occupied 
by Morgan Millwork Company, which also occupied 1221. In 1940 
Levenson and Zenitz shared #1215-17 with Biell Furniture Company, 
furniture frame manufacturers. Shaivitz Furniture Company 
maintained a showroom in #1219. In 1956, Maryland Cup Corporation 
occupied #1217, and in the 1950's and 1960's Joffe Brothers, 
wholesale grocers, occupied all of 1213-29 as well as #1201-11 
and #1221. In the late 1970's the building was vacant except for 
#1217, which was occupied by Jalen Amusement Company • 
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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 

MAGI #0410873614 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

.NAME 
HISTORIC 

R. Griffith and Company 
ANO/OR COMMON 

IJLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

121 3-!9 S. Howard Street 
CITY. TOWN 

Baltimore 
STATE 

VICINITY OF 

Maryland 21230 

llCLASSIFICA TION 

CATEGORY 

_ DISTRICT 

Lu1LDING!s1 

_ STRUCTURE 

_SITE 

_ OBJECT 

OWNERSHIP STATUS 

_PUBLIC XoccuPtED 

X PRIVATE XuNoccuPtED 

_ BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_ IN PROCESS - YES: RESTRICTED 

_ BEING CONSIDERED - YES: UNRESTRICTED 

- NO 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAM E 

Joffe Brothers, Inc. 
~TREET & NUM BER 

3100 Viona Avenue 
CITY. TOWN 

Baltimore _ VICINITY OF 

llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC. 

STREET & NUM BER 

CITY, TOWN 

II REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

COUNTY 

PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMM ERCIAL _PARK 

_ EDUCATIONAL _PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ ENTERTAINMENT _ RELIGIOUS 

_ GOVERNMENT _ SCIENTIFIC 

_ INDUSTRIAL _ TRANSPORTATION 

_MILITARY _ OTHER: 

Telephone # : 

STATE' zip code 
Maryland 21230 

Li ber #: 
Foli o # : 

RHB 3483 
572 

STATE 

_ FEDERAL - STATE _ COUNTY _LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN STATE 



B DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

LORIGINAL SITE 

f!>- I Ok'/ 

_EXCELLENT 

_ GOOD 

X..FAIR 

-DETERIORATED 

_ RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

- UNALTERED 

XALTERED _ MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The building is of brick , 11 bays wide and two stories tall. 
Bays 3- 11 have 4/4 sash windows with stone sil l s and arched header 
lintel s. There are doors in bays 2, 4 and 8 and a loading door 
in bay 6. There is a brick corni ce above the uppermos t story . 

Bays 1 -2 have been rebuilt as a three-story b~ilding of brick 
with 6/6 crank windows and a l oading door i n the center . 

- ,.. r. 1 •... , • I 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE 

0 ERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

AEHISTORIC -ARCHEOLOl.lY-PREHISTORIC _COM MUNITY PLANNING _ LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE _ RELIGION 

_1400- 1499 -.ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _LAW ._SCIENCE 

_ 1500-1599 -.AGRICULTURE _ ECONOMICS _LITERATURE _SCULPTURE 

_1 600-1699 -ARCHITECTURE _EDUCATION _ MI LITARY _SOCIAVHUMANITAAIAN 

_ 1700-1799 _ART _ ENGINEERING _ MUSIC _THEATER 

2l_ 1800-1 899 _COMMERCE _ EXPLORATION/SETTLEM ENT _PHILOSOPHY _ TRANSPORTATION 

_1 900- _COMM UNICATIONS x_INDUSTRY _ POLITICS/ GOVERNMENT -OTHER !SPECIFY) 

_ INVENTION 

SPECIFIC OATES BUILDER/ ARCH ITECT 

STATEM ENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The building is significant as one of the few canneries to 
operate i n South Baltimore . 

It was constructed between 1876 and 1896 on the site of a 
lumber ~a~d. In 1896 it was occupied by R. Griffith and Company 
packing house. In 1911 the left half 91213-15) was occupied by 
MG.~gan Mi llwork Company, which also occupied 1201 -11. In 1929 
the center portion (1215-17) was occupied by Levenson and Zenitz 
furniture manufacturers, which also occupied 1221 . In 1940 Leven
son and Zenitz shared 1215-17 with Biell Furniture Company, furni
ture frame manufacturers. Shaivitz Furniture Company maintained a 
showroom in 1219. In 1956 Maryland Cup Corp. occupied 1217 , and in 
the 1950's and 60's Joffe Brothers, who lesale grocers , occupied all 
of 1213- 29 as well as 1201-11 and 1221. In the late 1970's the 
building was vacant except for 1217, which was occupied by Jalen 
Amusement Company. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

Jo ~ I e...5) E:.V\.Oc.k... 'P~ Fr c. ~ l', lo a ' 
(3 - 1a'iJ 

CONTINUE ON SE~AJV\TE SHEET l~ NECESS~Y 

II!]GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY _______ _ 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

--~~------~~~~~~~J 
mFORM PREPARED BY 

NAME /TITLE 

Roger White, Director 
ORGANIZATION DATE · ' . · 

The Baltimore Industrial Museum Dec . I '1 "8'0 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

217 North Charles Street 301-393-1931, 1936 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Baltimore, Maryland 21201 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement . 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis , Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 

PS· UOI 



------ .... ---------
l . SITE 1.0. NO B l 0 8 7: 
2 INDUSTRIAL CLASSIFICATION 

Manufacturing 

8 . NAME(S) OF STRUCTURE 

R. GRIFFITH AND COMPANY 

10. STATE 

COUNTY 

COUNTY NAME 

11. SITE ADDRESS (STREET & NO) 

15. CONDITION 70 0 EXCELLENT 

16. INVENTORIED BY 

Roger White 

11Q G000 

CITYNICINITY 

Baltimore 

72 . FAIR 

0 

NAER INVENTORY 
3. PRIORITY 

5. DATE 

CONG. 
DIST. 

4. DANGER OF DEMOLITION? 
(SPECIFYTHREAn 

7. OWNER/ADM IN 

Joffe ,Brother s , Inc. 
9. OWNER'S ADDRESS 

3100 Vi ona Avenue 

12. EXISTING 
SURVEYS 

Q NR 

COUNTY NAME 

Q NHL 

Q CONF 

13. SPECIAL FEATURES(OESCRIBE BELOW) 

Q INTER10R INTACT 

SCALE D 1:24 D 1:62.5 

O OTHER 

SCALE Q 1:24 D 1:62.s 

O OTHER 

730 OETE.RIORATEO 74 Q RUINS 75 0 UNEXPOSED 

AFFILIAT ION 
!Baltimore Industrial Museum 

17. DESCRIPTION ANO BACKGROUND HISTORY. INCLUDING CONSTRUCTION DATE{S). HISTORICAL DATE{Sl. PHYSICAL DIMENSIONS. 
MATERIALS. EXTANT EQUIPMENT, ANO IMPORTANT BUILDERS, ENGINEERS, ETC. 

See Statement of Significance 

18. ORIGINAL USE 

Cannery I 
PRESENT USE 

. Wholesal e (games company) 
19. REFERENCES-HISTORICAL REFERENCES. PERSONAL CONTACTS. ANO/OR OTHER 

Query ~iles, Enoch Pr att Fr ee Libr ary (Central br anch) 

20 UR BAN AREA 50.000 21 . 22. PUBLIC ACCESSIBILITY 
. POP. OR MORE? • YES 0 NO 

24 LOCATED IN AN HI" .,..., IC DISTRICT? 
DYES . NO NAME 

FHR.S.260 1/79 HCR. • ,,;10N 

0 YES, LIMITED 

O NO 

0 YES. UNLIMITED 

. UNKNOWN 

U.S. Department of the Interior 
Herita e Conservation and Recreation Service 

D YES 

Q HABS . 

Q STATE 

Q UNKNOWN 

CITYNICINITY 

Baltimor e 
Q HAER-1 

Q COUNTY 

Q HAER Q NPS Q CL8 

0 LOCAL 0 OTHER 

0 EXTERIOR INTACT Q ENVIRONS INTACT 

QUAD 
NAME Bal timore East 

QUAD 
NAME 

76. ALTEREO 

rDAPTIVE USE 

DISTRICT 1.0 . NO 

t.~0 DESTROYED 850 DEMOLISHEO 

DATE I December 1980 

(CONTOVERf 

(CONT OVER) 
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~2~~P~H~O~T~OS~A~N~D~S~KE~T~C~H~M~AP~O~F~L~O~CA~T~IO~N~--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Sl gni flcance The building is significant as one of the few canneries to operate in South Baltimore. It was constructed 
between 1876 and 1896 on the site of a lumber yard. In 1896 it was occupied by R. Griffith and Company packi ng house. 
In 1911 the left half (91213-15) was occupied by Morgan Millwork Co., which also occupied 1201-11 . In 1929 the center 
por tion (1215-17) was occupied by Levenson and Zenitz furniture manufacturers , which also occupied 1221. In 1940 
Levenson and Zenitz shared 1215-17 with Biell Furniture Co . , furniture frame manufacturers . Shaivitz Furnitur e Co. 
maintained a showroom in 1219 . In 1955 Maryla~d Cup Corp. occupied 1217 , and in the 1950s and 60s Joffe Brothers , 
whasesale grocers occ upied all of 1213- 29 as we l l as 1201 - 11 a nd 1221 . In the l ate 1970s the bui l ding wa s yacant 

REFERENCe:s icONTiNuED) except for 1217 , which was occupied by Jales Amusement Co. • 
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R. Griffith & Company 
:..: Bal t i more , MD 
:•. Map From : Bal ti more 

Topographica l Survey 
ColllJUis s ion 
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