John Marr Malt House
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B-1095

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The classic 19th century brick industrial building which was the
site of the John Marr Malt House is one of the oldest industrial
structures remaining in this southwest area of Baltimore. Despite
extensive alterations made during its later years as a grain mill
and a warehouse, the structure retains many of its original charac-

ter and features.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

By 1876 Baltimore was the home of numerous malt houses which
specialized in making malt for the City's breweries. The process
of making malt was highly specialized and the quality of the malt
largely influenced the flavor of the brew. Malt is made by soaking
and germinating grain, usually barley, then kiln-drying or roasting
% »

Built sometime before 1876 the malt house contained several
structures of which only three remain. The most prominent of these
is the 2-story brick building which served as the grain warehouse.
Located adjacent to the B. § 0. tracks, the warehouse has loading
doors on both levels. These have been somewhat altered over the
years so the original configuration is not clear. The north facade
contains three levels of windows which have been bricked up but
which were probably ventilators originally.

Attached to the south end of the grain warehouse was a kiln
house and processing building which have been demolished. Two
small one-story brick structures west of the kilns probably con-
tained the malt bins. The two eastern bays of this three bay group
have small windows high up on the wall - a typical feature of drying
sheds where ventilation was neccessary even when the doors were
closed.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The classic 19th century brick industrial building which was
the site of the John Marr Malt house is one of the oldest indus-
trial structures remaining in this southwest area of Baltimore.
Despite extensive alterations made during its later years as a
grain mill and a warehouse, the structure retains m%y of its ori-
ginal character and features. '

The John Marr Malt House was the final Baltimore enterprise
of one of the city's most interesting brewery figures. John Marr,
of German parentage, was never trained as a brewer, something
which was highly unusual in the brewing industry. He was, however,
the brother-in-law of the owner of one of the city's large brewer-
ies, John Bauernschmidt. Marr was said to have had experience in
the malt business, and was working as a clerk and bookkeeper in 1879
when Bauernschmidt died. His widow, took her brother in as a part-
ner. It was said that Mrs. Bauernschmidt needed the capital her
brother brought into the south Baltimore business, as her husband had
not been very successful. Marr proved to be an energetic and capable
manager, and by 1886, when his sister died, Marr was in complete
control of a prospering brewery, now called the Bauernschmidt and
Marr Spring Gardens Brewery. (Located on Ridgley Street, this
building now houses the Allied Cordage Company.)

In 1889 Marr, believing a gypsy fortune teller's prediction
that the passage of prohibition was immininent, sold his brewery
to a British brewing syndicate. His fortunes seemed to have declined
somewhat after the sale. He remianed as manager of the brewery until
1891, and then appears in the City Directories as a maltster at 416
North Howard with a residence at 2238 Eutaw Street. From 1896 until
1899 he was President of the Standard Brewery. It is believed that
Marr was named President because the brewery had a large unpaid malt
bill with his firm. In 1900 when Standard was also sold to a beer
trust, Marr organized the Independent Brewery at the Former Beck
plant at 44-46 Franklintown Road, but after a year that organization
was bankrupt.

[contt.)
CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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John Marr Malt House
Baltimore City, Maryland
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8. Significance - (continued)

That same year, 1901, Marr became manager of the Marr Malting
Company, which had been located in the Warner and Ostend building
since 1896. Int incorporators were listed as Susan Marr, August
Wilkens, John H. Biemiller, George Marr and Harry L. Drake, with a
capital stock of $1000. Wilkens was president until 1904, when
John Marr took over that post. The company was advertised manufac-
turers of choice barley and rye malt and as dealers in hops. By
1902 it had established a downtown branch at the southwest corner
of Guilford (then North) and Saratoga Streets, formerly the malt
house of Solomon and William Straus. By 1907, however, the Marr
Malting Company was in receivership to a bank of which Marr had
been a director some years earlier. Marr and his wife Emma then
appear to have left Baltimore to seek their fortune in the malting
business of another state, although his daughter Maggi remained and
is buried in the Loudon Park lot of her Bauernschmidt aunt and uncle.

The Warner and Ostend buildings then became the site of E. Steen
Bros. Grain Company, a firm which was probably attracted to the malt
house's existing grain elevator and storage bins. The Steen Company
went out of business in 1945, Steen and Bros. appears to have made
significant alterations to the building, tearing down the old kiln
house and building a new grinding house (since demolished). They
also added concrete grain bins on the south end of the site (since
demolished).

The building was purchased by the Holtite Manufacturing Company,
a major manufacturer of rubber products (including Cat's Paw shoe
parts) whose main factory building is located across Warner Street.
Holtite also bought a set of structures to the north of the malthouse.
The site is currently owned by the Westport Corporation, which uses
what remains of the building for storage.
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