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B-1095 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The classic 19th century brick industrial building which was the 

s ite of the John Marr Malt House is one of the oldest industrial 

structures remaining in this southwest area of Balti more . Despite 

extensive alterations made during its later years as a grain mill 

and a warehouse, the structure retains many of its original charac ~ 

ter and features. 
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The Westport Corporation 
STREET & NUMBER 

1411-19 Warner Street 
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_AGRICULTURE 

_COMM ERCIAL 
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_ GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 
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_MILITARY _ OTHER: 

Telephone #: 
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Maryland 21 2 30 

Liber #: R.H.B . 3115 
Folio # : 884 
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_ FEDERAL -STATE _COUNTY - LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 
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I.I DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

_GOOD 

)i_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_ DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

~LTEREO 
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CHECK ONE 

.X0RtGINAL SITE 

_ MOVED OAT~--

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT ANO ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

By 18 76 Baltimore was the home of numerous malt h ouses which 
specialized in making malt for the City's breweries. The process 
of making malt was highly specialized and the quality of the malt 
largely influenced the flavor of the brew . Malt is made by soaking 
and germinat i ng grain, usually barley, then kiln-drying or roasting 
it. 

Built sometime before 18 76 the malt house contained several 
structures of whi ch only three remain . The most prominent of these 
is the 2-story brick building which served as the grain warehouse. 
Located adjacent to the B. & O. tracks, the warehouse has loading 
doors on both levels. These have been somewhat altered over the 
years so the original configuration is not clear . The north facade 
conta i ns three levels of windows which have been bricked up but 
which were probably ventilators originally . 

Attached to the south end of the grain warehouse was a kiln 
house and processing building which have been demo l ished . Two 
small one-story brick structures west of the kilns probably con
tained the mal t bins . The two eastern bays of this three bay group 
have smal l windows high up on the wall - a typical feature of drying 
sheds where ventilation was neccessary even when the doors were 
closed. 
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_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ ARCHITECT 
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_RELIGION 

_ SCIENCE 

_ SCULPTURE 

_SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_ OTHER (SPECIFY) 

The classic 19th century brick industrial building wnich was 
the site of the John Marr Malt house is one of the oldest indus
trial structures remai ning in this southwest area of Baltimore. 
Despite extensive alterations made during its later years as a 
grain mill and a warehouse , the structure retains ma)' of its ori
ginal character and features . 

The John Marr Malt House was the final Baltimore enterprise 
of one of the city ' s most interesting brewery figures. John Marr, 
of German parentage, was never trained as a brewer , something 
which was highly unusual in the brewing industry . He was , however, 
the brother-in-law of the owner of one of the city ' s large brewer
ies, John Bauernschmidt . Marr was said to have had experience in 
the malt business , and was working as a clerk and bookkeeper in 1879 
when Bauernschmidt d i ed. His widow, took her brother in as a part
ner . I t was said that Mrs. Bauernschmidt needed the cap ital her 
brother brought into the south Baltimore business, as her husband had 
not been very successful. Marr proved to be an energetic and capable 
manager, and by 1886, when his sister died , Marr was in complete 
control of a prospering brewery, now called the Baue r nschmidt and 
Marr Spring Gardens Brewery. (Located on Ridgley Street , this 
building now houses the Allied Cordage Company . ) 

In 1889 Marr, bel ieving a gypsy fortune teller ' s prediction 
that the passage of prohibition was immininent, sold his brewery 
to a British brewing syndicate. His fortunes seemed to have decl ined 
somewhat after the sale . He remianed as manager of the brewery until 
1891, and then appears in the City Directories as a maltster at 416 
North Howard with a residence at 2238 Eutaw Street . From 1896 until 
1899 he was President of the Standard Brewery. It is believed that 
Marr was named President because the brewery had a l arge unpa i d malt 
bill with his firm . In 1900 when Standard was also sold to a beer 
t r ust, Marr organized the Independent Brewery at the Former Beck 
plant at 44-46 Franklintown Road , but after a year that organizat ion 
was bankrupt . 

(con't . ) 
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IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 
Polk's Baltimore City Directions 
William Kelley, Brewi ng in Maryland 1964 
p . 514-518 
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 
.•.. :ti' 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

IDFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME / TITLE 

Ann Steele, Dennis Zembala July , 1983 
ORGANIZATION ••.. l ' • l . I • OA'TE . . · · I . ·' 

Baltimore Museum of Industry 
STREET & NUMBER • , ' : TELEPHONE I 

1415 Key Highway (301) 727-4808 
CITY OR TO'f!~ . • I ' I I I;" STATE r • I 4 f ' ' 

Baltimore Maryland 

~ ' J I I I I • ; I I ' : "' '_ I 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was . offi~ially createq .. . 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, •---
1974 Supplement . 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe~ . 
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis , Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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8 . Significance - (continued) 

That same year, 1901, Marr became manager of the Marr Malting 
Company , which had been located in the Warner and Ostend building 
since 1896. Int incorporators were listed as Susan Marr , Augus t 
Wilkens, John H. Biemiller, George Marr and Harry L. Drake, with a 
capital stock of $1000 . Wilkens was president until 1904, when 
John Marr took over that post . The company was advertised manufac
turers of choice barley and rye malt and as deal ers i n hops. By 
1902 it had established a downtown branch at the southwest corner 
of Guilford (then North) and Saratoga Streets , former ly the malt 
house of Solomon and William Straus . By 1907, however, the Marr 
Malting Company was in receivership to a bank of which Marr had 
been a director some years earlier . Marr and his wife Emma then 
appear to have left Balt imore to seek their fortune in the malting 
business of another state, although his daughter Maggi remained and 
is buried in the Loudon Park lot of her Bauernschmidt aunt and uncle. 

The Warner and Ostend buildings then became the site of E . Steen 
Bros. Grain Company, a fi rm which was probably attrac t ed to the malt 
house ' s existing grain elevator and storage bins . The Steen Company 
went out of business in 1945, Steen and Bros . appears to have made 
significant alterations to the building, tearing down the old kiln 
house and building a new grinding house (since demolished). They 
also added concrete grain bins on the south end of the site (since 
demolished) . 

The building was purchased by t he Holtite Manufacturing Company , 
a major manufacturer of rubber products (including Cat ' s Paw shoe 
parts) whose main factory building is located across Warner Street . 
Holtite also bought a set of structures to the north of the malthous e . 
The site is currently owned by the Westport Corporation, which uses 
what remains of the building for storage . 
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