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Statement of Significance 

The former T.J . Kurdle building was built in 1907 as part 

of the meat-packing enterprise started by one of Baltimore ' s 

most successful butchers . In 1919, the Kurdle Company consoli-

dated with the Schluderb rg Packing Company to form the city ' s 

largest and most successful meat-packing firms, Esskay . Although 

greatly altered on the first f l oor, this small structure retains 

much of its original lively character which reflected the spirit 

of its innovative and ambitious owner , Thomas J. Kurdle. 
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1. Name {indicate preferred name) 

historic T. J . Kurdle Buil ding 

and/or common 

2. Location 

street & number 4020 E. Lombard 

city, town Baltimore 

state 
Maryland 

3. Classification 
Category 
_ district· 
~ bulldlng(s) 
, ,.. structure 

_ site 
_object 

Ownership 
_ public 
-X prlvate 
_ both 
Public Acquisition 
_ in process 
_ being considered 
~-not applicable 

_vicinity of 

Status 
~occupied 

county 

_ unoccupied 
_ work in progress 
Accessible 
~yes: restricted 
_yes: unrestricted 
_no 

Survey No. B- l098 

Magi No • 04109 8 5 714 

DOE _yes _no 

congressional district 

Present Use 
_ agriculture 
_commercial 
_ educational 
_ entertainment 
_ government 
_ industrial 
_ military 

_ not for publication 

_ museum 
_ park 
.x_ private residence 
_ religious 
_ scientific 
_ transportation 
_ other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of~ owners) 

name 
Thomas J . Comi 

street & number 
4020 E. Lombard telephone no. : 

city, town 
Baltimore state and zip code Maryland 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Bal ti more City Courthouse liber .IFC- 2240 

street & number Calvert & Fayette Sts. folio 160 

city, town Baltimore state MD 

6. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

' le None 

date _ federal _state _ county _local 

depository for survey records 

city, town state 

rniirf.hnn.se


7. Description 

Condition 
_ excellent 
_ good 
_x_ fair 

Check one 
_ deteriorated _ unaltered 
_ ruins ~altered 
_ unexposed 

Check one 
-2L original site 
_ moved date of move 

Survey No. B-109 8 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today . 

This 1907 meat packing complex illustrates the impact of 
the railroad on the location of some Baltimore industries. 
Thomas Kurdle ' s operation was constructed next to the railroad 
to receive livestock f r om Pennsylvania and Maryland farms . A 
small establishment, it had no room for expansion on this site 
and was sold when Shl uderberg and Kurdl e consolidated . 

The main building of this complex is the commercial structure 
facing Lombard Street . Built in a nee-c l assical period , it still 
retains the influence of the romantic German traditions of the 
late nineteenth century, especially in the steep gabled parapet 
wall . Slaughtering and butchering took place in a series of 
two -story additions in the rear . 

The buildi ngs were converted to other commercial and resi­
dential uses l ong ago. The Lombard Street facade has been 
radically altered at the first floor level . 
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8. Significance Survey No . B-1098 

\.-._rlod 
_ prehistoric 
_ 1400-1499 
_1500-1599 
_ 1600-1699 
_1700-1799 
_ 1800-1899 
~ 1900-

Specific dates 

Areas of Slgnlflcanc---Check and Justify below 
_ archeology-prehistoric _community planning _ landscape architecture_ religion 
_archeology-historic _ conservation _ law _science 
_ agriculture _ economics _ literature _sculpture 
_ architecture _education _ mllltary _social/ 
- art _engineering _ music humanitarian 
_ commerce _ exploration/settl'ement _philosophy _theater 
_ communications _x_ Industry _ politics/government _ transpo~tlon 

_ Invention _other (specify) 

1907 
• J 

Builder/Architect 

check: Applicable Criteria: 
and/or 

A B C D 

Applicable Exception: A B C D E F G 

Level of Significance:· ·~national ~state ~local 

Prepare both a .summary paragraph of significance and a gen~ral statement of history and 
support. ' 

The former T.J. Kurdle building was built in 1907 as part of 
the meat-packing enterprise started by one of Baltimore's most suc­
cessful butchers . In 1919, the Kurdle Company consolidated with the 
Schluderberg Packing Company to form the city's largest and most 
successful meat-packing firms, Esskay. Although greatly altered on 
the first floor, this small structure retains much of its original 
lively character which reflected the spirit its innovative and ambi­
tious owner, Thomas J. Kurdle. 

The T . J. Kurdle building was constructed in 190"i. as part o·f 
the large meat slaughtering and packing operations of Thomas J . 
Kurdle, one of Baltimore's most successful meat retailers. Mr 
Kurdle had opened his first butcher shop in downtown Baltimore in 
1880, and by the turn of the century owned a chain of five stores 
around the city. In 1901 he decided to go into the meat-packing 
end of the trade, and built plants nn Eastern .Avenue and Fleet Streets 
in Highlandtown to house his new operations. By 1907 he had added 
new facilities, like thi~ site, to accomodate the growing size of 
operations and the growing number of employees . By this time Mr. 
Kurdle's sons, Joseph, Albert, Henry and Thomas Jr. were assisting 
their father ~n managing the growing company . In 1919, the family 
consolidated their meat-packing and retail operations with those of 
the William Schluderberg family who also owned a large Highlandtown 
meat-packing business. The enterprise which was born was the 
William F. Schluderberg-T.J. Kurdle Company, now better known as the 
Esskay Company, Baltimore's largest and oldest meat packing firm. 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. G- 1 oq'j" 

Es·s·kay a r clifves 
"A Century of Progress, " (company history, p r inted privately , 1958) 

1 O. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property ______ _ _ 

Quadrangle name _ _ ____ _ Quadrangle scale _ _____ _ 

UTM References do NOT compl ete UTM references 

AL.i_J I I I I I I I I Bw I I 1 I I I I I I 
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

c L.LJ !.__......__._ ___ __, 
D LU l.__.l~---1 .__I .........._.......___. __ 

E LLJ .__I .....___. ___ __, F LU I I I _, ...__......_ __ _ 
G l.J..J ._I ............... __ _ 

H LiJ I I I 
Verbal boundary description and justification 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Ann Steele, Dennis Zembala 

organization Baltimore Museum of Indus t ry date May, 1983 

street & number 1415 Key Highway telephone 301-727 - 4808 

city or town Baltimor e, state Maryland 21230 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was off icially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in t he Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA , 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for i n formation and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to : Mar yland Historical Trus t 
Shaw House 
21 State Ci rcl e 
Annapolis , Maryland 21401 
(301) 269- 2438 

PS-2746 
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