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Maryland Inventory of Historic Properties 
Addendum 

MIHP Number: B-1099 

Property Name: William G. Scarlett Seed Co. (Sout4 Building) 
Property Address: Comer of Aliceanna.St. and E. Falls St., Baltimore, MD 21202 

Based on a site visit conducted on December 14, 2005 by John Milner Associates, on 
behalf of Maryland Mass Transit Administration (MTA), this property is no longer 
extant. 



B- 1099 
Scarlett Seed Company (South Building) 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The South Building of the William G. Scarlett Company(c.1910) 

is significant both as a good example of early 20th century Balti-

·more 111anufacturing and warehousing structures, and also as the 

site of one of the country's oldest seed processing companies (1894). 

A f amily enterprise, the Scarlett Seed Company today continues to 

use the same processes and machinery it has for over seventy years. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The South Building ~t_t)4~_$illiam Scarlett Seed Company was 
acquired by the company in,. ser\ed as a temporary location when 
its Pratt Street building burned in 1948. It was formerly the 
Marsh Elevator Company. 

The South Building is representative of turn-of-the-century, 
multi-story manufacturing and warehouse structures in the area . 
The construction of the brick masonry walls is interesting in 
that there was an obvious attempt to provide as much wi ndow area 
as possible . In the south facade, the pilasters between the 
bays carry the bulk of internal floor loading . The bays each 
have three double-hung sash windows, approaching the concept of 
the "window wall " of ten years later. Even though the interior 
is not a self-supporting steel frame, the structure shows that 
a similar effect was possible within the limits of the materials 
used. 

The Scarlett Seed South Building is essentially a square mass 
of five bays by five bays. Fenestration is irregular with group
ings of one , two and three windows, some of which have been bricked 
in to provide elevator and stairwell enclosures . A flat room is 
hidden by the cornice and parapet wall, one of the few architec
tual embellishments of this otherwise functional ouilding. 

There are loading docks on three sides of the structure since 
the first floor was to~ally devoted to material handling: weighing, 
inspecting, packing and shipping. The north facade contains a one
story addition with its own loading dock. The interior of this 
addition contains a fumigation chamber where incoming seeds are 
decontaminated . The problem of pests was constant in the seed 
business, and the basement contains areas protected by wire screen
ing from rodent infesta~ion. 

No milling or sorting equipment remains but a spiral bag chute 
to facilitate l oading still descends through the middle of the 
building and a bag-filling machine is still present on the first 
floor . The southern half of the second floor is partitioned off 
to serve as offices. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE 
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The South Building of the William G .. Scarlett Company is 
significant both as a good example of early 20th century Balti 
more manufacturing and warehousing structures, and also as the 
site of one of the country's oldest seed processing companies 
(1894). A family business, the Scarlett Seed Company today 
continues to use the same processes and machinery i t has for 
oYer seventy years , including a gravity cleaning system . 

Historical Background : 

·In 1894 William G. Scarlett borrowed $500 to start his own 
seed business. He began a seed importing and cleaning operation 
on Spear ' s Wharf, now Pier 2. Scarlett realized the potential 
Earket for such services ~n Maryland , a heavily agricultural state. 
He also saw the advantages that both the Inner Harbor and the 
rail system of Baltimore's industrial ·port ~ould provide. 

At the _ turn o~ the ~entury Scarlett rs operation was one of 
six seed businesses in Baltimore. Today~ the company is the only 
one of its kind left in the City and one of two seed c l eaning 
houses in the state of Maryland. Scarlett ' s early line of goods 
emphasized grains and grasses. They also provided such specialty 
services as golf course seed mixtures and special feed for birds, 
especially canaries. The company ' s retention of the old gravity 
cleaning process (the rhutes for which are visible on the east 
facade of the North Building) has enabled them to continue to 
produce a line of high-quality specialty products and remain com
petitive despite the vast technologica l change which had occured 
in the seed industry. In the early days,. Scarlett carried many 
brands of seed including his own which became known as uoriole 
Brand," the company ' s trademark , and a well-known bird seed today. 

In addition to his early recognition of a need for specialty 
seed products, Scarlett also saw the advantages of combining sal es 
and service . In addition to his cleaning plant, Scarlett installed 
a complete seed testing and disinfectant .l aboratory, which is still 
an active part of the company's business . Scarlett Seed tests 
seed brought in by farmers and importers and then takes appropriate 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY (cont . ) 



IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

Interviews with Scarlett family 
** N.R .H. P . I . Nomination form,"Scarlett Seed Company (_No rth)," 

Steven S. Levy, 3-10-77 
City Directories (Baltimore, Polk Directories) 

CONTlNUE ON SE~AR,ATE SHEET If NECESSARY 
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December, 1981 
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Maryland 21230 

The Maryland Historic Sites .J:n:ven.tm::1y was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code· of Maryland, Article 41, Sect.ion. 1 .81 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267- 1438 

PS· 1108 
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Scarlett Seed Company (South Building) 
Historical Significance (cont . ) 

steps to produce the desired purity and mixtures. 

The Scarlett Company was originally hous ed in a set of small 
buildings on the Pratt & Falls Road site until 1911, when the ar 
chitectural firm of Owings and Scisco was engaged to design a 
modern gravity see~ cleaning plant to Scarlett ' s specifications . 
The building caught fire in 1948, receiving severe damage . The 
comoany had aquired the South Building in 1942, and moved its 
operations into this building while the North Building was re
stored . Af ter the repair work was complete, operations were moved 
back , but the company continued to use the South Building as a 
warehouse ~nd for packing and decontamination of seeds . Tlie 
South Building was ideally situated for shipping and receiving, as 
it border the Jones Falls on the west, with docking facilities , 
and with rail car and truck access on the south side . 

The South Building had been built between 1900 and 1914~as 
a general industrial structuFe , and was occupied oy a numoer of 
firms including the Marsh El evator Company in the late 1920s, 
and the S . Shapiro & Son junk dealers and the National Wiping 
Clo th Company in the late 1930s. In the 1970s the building was 
slated to be demolished for a highway extens-ion , out this plan 
was later abandoned and today the building is still owned and 
utilized by Scarlett Seeds. 
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