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S ee instruct ion s in How to Complete Na tion al Re g isier Forms 
Type all entries-complele applicable sections 

1 . ~~arn e 

hi5toric 

and or common Perkins Square Ga z e bo 

2 . Location 

street & number Northwes t corner of Ge org e Stre et and Myrtle Avenue~ no1 for publ icalion 

city, town Baltimore _rrLa,.;cinity of congressional district Seventh 

state Ma ryl a nd code 24 county independent city 

3 . C fe ssificat ro n 
C c; tegory 
__ district 

_ building(s) 
.!_ structure 

_ _ site 
_ _ object 

Ownership 
J._ public 
__ private 
__ both 
Public Acquisition 
__ in process 
_ _ being considered 
~not applicable 

Status n/a 
__ occupied 
_ _ unoccupied 
_ _ work in pr ogres s 
Accessible 
__ yes: restricted 
JL_ yes: unrestricted 
__ no 

4 . Ov11ner of Property 
Mayor a nd City Council of Baltimore 

Present Use 
_ agriculture 
__ commercial 
__ educational 
_ _ entertainment 
__ government 
__ industrial 
_ _ military 

name c/o Department of Recreation and Parks 

street & number 2600 Madison Avenue 

city, town Baltimore _ vicinity of state 

5 . location o f Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Baltimore City Courthouse 

street & number 100 Nor th Calvert Street , Room 610 

c ity, town Baltimore state 

6 . Representation in Existing Surveys 

code 

_ _ museum 
lpark 

51 0 

__ private r?sidence 
_ _ religious 
_ _ scientifi::: 
__ transpcriation 
_ _ other: 

'Maryland 21217 

Maryland 21202 

le 
Maryland Historical Trus t 
Historic Sites Survey has this property been determined elegible? _ _ yes ___!_ no 

date May 1983 __ federal _x_ state county __ local 

depository for survey records }~ryland Historical Trust , 21 State Circle 

city, town Annapolis state Maryland 21401 
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C c. ndi !i o n 
__ cxce:flcnt 

_ good 
x 

__ deteriorated 
__ ruins 

Ch E> ck one 
__ unaltered 
x __ a!!ered 

Che e•: one 
__x_ original site 

__ moved date ------- ----
__ fair _ _ unexposed 

D escribe the present and original (if l.;no w n) ph)'s.ical appe.c.rance 

SUMMARY DESCRIPTJ ON : 

The Perkins Squar e Gazebo is an eight-sided , cas t iron , open 
stru cture of eclectic Victorian design constructed i n 1871 and 
located in a triangular shaped rark in ~est Baltimore . This park ~as originally 
surrounded by ro~housing , but now is located in the midst of a ccmplex of high­
rise housing projects . The structure features gro uped columns on square bases , 
obtuse pointed archways surwounted by spandrels with foliated designs , an ogee 
shaped roof, peaked cupola , and weather vane finial . The structure now encloses 
a simple drinking f ountain instead of t he original fresh wa ter spring . In the 
process of being re-painted , the bazebo is in fair condition, except for some 
notable deterioration at the base . 

GENERAL DESCRIPTION: 

The Perkins Square Gazebo stands as the surviving structure of a ninet eenth 
century couununity which >;as razed fo r a high-rise, lo;..--income housing projec t . 
It still retains its park-like setting de~pite t1; present surroundings , but 
the park at the intersection of George Street anc }1yrtle Avenue (adjacent to 
Harbor Cit:y Boulevard) has been modernized with :. .::->-' fieldstme \.:a lls, ne>-' park 
b enches and stone checkers tab les . It is no l on&~r surrounded by f l ower beds, 
l arge urns and a well- ma i ntained park l an dscape. 

The gazebo stands in the corner of the tria::.gular park nea r the above 
ment ioned street intersection . It is surrounded by a concrete pad with a 
brick floor i mmediately around the base . The su~porting columns partially 
rest on a granite curb which forms the inner base of the gazebo. These columns 
a re enclosed by cast iron square bases with beve~ed corners and an ornamented 
incised design on each surface . Each column is actual l y made up of four thin 
columns grouped togeth er ending in a simple bell capital. The columns support 
wide obtuse pointed archways with spandrels feat ur ing foliated designs centering 
on a multi-pointed star . A simple metal cornicE surmounts the archways . The 
ogee shaped roof is made of sheet metal on the exterior and wood strips form the 
interior ceiling . Ribs of the support struc ture are visible on the exterior 
and interior , ending in an octagon on the latter . The roof is c apped by a 
square cupola that features squat columns , simple arcbes , a peaked lantern and 
weather vane finia l. The floor of the gazebo is exposed aggregate concrete . A 
simple drinking fountain is centered within the cast iron enclosure . The gazebo 
is painted aqua blue a t t he base and columns . The spandrels are light yellow, 
and t he exterior roof is maroon . The structure is in relatively original con­
dition . Early phot ograph s reveal cresting and pointed finial s at the perimeter 
of the roof. Also t he floo r of the gazebo stepped down to the spring water . 
These are the only elements missing f r om t he existin g structure . 
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r c riod Areas of Significance-Chc..- ck and j us t ify b e low 
pre:hisloric 

- 1400-1499 

__ archeology-prehistoric _);__ community planning __ landscape architectu re __ religion 
_ _ archeology-historic _ conservation __ law __ science 

- 1500-i599 
- 1600-1699 
_ 1700-1799 
_1L_ 1800-1899 

-- 1900-

__ agriculture __ economics _ _ li teratu re _ _ sculp!ure 
_x_ architecture __ educa!ion _ _ mil ita ry __ &ocial 
_ _ art __ engineering _ _ music humanitarian 
__ commerce __ exploration set11ement _ philosophy __ theater 
__ comrnuri icalions __ industry _ poli tics government _ _ transportation 

__ invention _y_ other (specify) 
recreation 

Spe:cific c:!ates erec t~d ~l 8.=:....:...7-=l ___ _ Builder Archit E-c t 

StzlLment of S ignificc.nce (in one paragra p h) Ap~Jj c2ble Crjt~ria : A, C 

SIGNIF1 CANCE Sln-11'1ARY : 

The Perkins Square Gaz ebo is a unique architectural structure in Baltimore 
Ci ty, b ecause of its function a s a shelter for a spring , its eclectic design, and 
its cast iron construction . This structure and the gazebo in Union Squa re are 
the only remaining spring enc) osures in Baltimore and are , therefore, historica)ly 
si gnificant as reminders of a time when many fresh water springs were a vital 
part of Baltiffiore ' s water sys tem and recreat ional amrnenities . ~'hile the Union 
Square gazebo is classically designed , the Perkins Square structure represents 
the high degree of ornamen:<::tion that ,,.;as popular in the Victorian era . Th e 
ecJectic blend of architec~~ra l elements p r oduced a fanciful pavillion that 
func tions to delight and at tract people to the former spring and public park. 
The cas t i r on character of the gazebo is also significant as a representative 
of this type of construction , because BaJtirnore was a leader in both its pro­
duc tion and use in the mj d to late nineteenth century. 

HISTORY .fu~ SUPPORT : 

J . Thomas Scharf states in his History of Baltimore City and County, " In 
the early years of its his tory Baltimore abounded in many natural springs of 
pure and excellent water, .,;hi ch for a long period were the only source of supply, 
and which contributed large ly to the health, convenience and beauty of the town . 11 1 
As early as 1810, the city of Baltimore purcha sed the land at the head of these 
fresh water springs and of =ned the springs to the public . The grounds were 
landscaped and main tained, keepers were appointed to the springs and housed on 
the site, and enclosures were built over the springs . The springs provided 
Balti~ore with not only an abundant supply of fresh water, but allowed for 
the creation of pleasant public grounds that may be considered the City ' s first 
public parks . The earliest of these springs were: City Spring at Calvert and 
Saratoga Streets, Eastern Fountain at Eden and Pratt Streets, Western Fountain 
at Charles and Camden Streets, and the Centre Fountain at the Centre Market . 
Other springs , however, were not acquired by the City until a later date. Writing in 188: 
Scharf states, " the site of Perkins ' Spring on George and Myrtle Streets, was 
for many years only a waste lot, but in the last few years it bas been trans­
formed into a b eautiful park , small in extent , but one of the most elegant and 
attractive in the city . 11 2 

The transformation of Perkins Spring from wasteland to parkland took a long 
time . The site of the Parkins Square Gazebo was originally part of the Chats­
worth estate owned by George Walker , one of the ComIDissioners of Baltimore . 

SEE CONTI~lJATION SHEET #1 
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It was later owned by John Flemming Perkins, a doctor f rom the University of 
Maryland . The name , Perkins Square , is derived from the Perkins family who 
owned the land prior to its acquisition by the City. As early as 1852 , the 
Baltimore City Council considered purchasing the grounds as a " public resort " 
for the cit izens of Baltimo re . 3 The residents near the spring also peti tioned 
the City to make improve~ents to it and purchase the grounds in 1859, but still 
nothing was done . 4 In the 1860s, there was strong developmen tal pressure on the 
area as the City continued to expand . In order to prevent this s cenic resource 
from being lost to development, the City acted on September 21, 1868 , when a 
City Council Resolution passed to appropriate $500 to repair and enclose Perkins 
Spring . 5 In the ensuing years, appropriations were made fo r plantin g , sodding 
the ground , paving sidewalks , purchasing urns, e r ec ting the gazebo , fenc ing the 
lot , and building a greenhouse. Although these i mprovemen ts began in 1868 , 
the land was not leased by the City until 18 72 , and was not purc hased from the 
Perkins family until October 31, 1881 . 

The gazebo was undoubtedly, the cen terpiece fo r the square . Al:~ough City 
~ records do not indicate who designed this struc ture , a City Couun iss L:. ners report 
from January 1, 18 71 s tates , "The house ordered to be erected over Perkins Spring 
will be completed within the next months . 11 6 The Perkins Square Gaze°:)o is unique 
in Balt imore for its Victorian-era eclectic design. Drawings. of ear:; spring 
s tructure s reveal that they were classically style d . The same is t ~ _e fo r the 
extant ga zebo in Union Square , which was built prior to the one at ? ~rkins 
Square . Although the Perkins Squa re Gaze bo ha s been describe d as ~kJrish in 
style, it is in reality a blend of different arch itectural elements a nd should 
be conside red an eclectic compos ition. Other eclectic pavilion-type buildings 
were built in this time period in City parks, especially Druid Hill Park , how­
ever , this was the fi r st ec lect i c struc ture erected over a Baltimore Spring and 
is one of the largest Victorian-era park- lik e structures in Baltimo re . The use 
of a rather fanciful design r eflects the Victorian- era values t owards public 
open spaces . The design was used t o attrac t and del i ght users of the spring, 
while a classical s tyle would have pr ovide d a more institutional ra t her than a 
r ec reationa l atmo s phere . Perkins Square was a public place to enj oy a relief 
from the urban landsca?e Ni t h cool £? ring wate r, flo~ers, and open la~~s . These 
ideals o f r ec r ea tion and enjoyDen t a re e xpress e d in the exuberanc e o f the 
gazebo ' s design . 

The use of cast iron construc tio n for t he gazebo is r epresentative of the 
popularity of this mate rial in the mi d to late nineteenth century . The Baltimo re 
fi rm of Bartlett and Ro bbi ns ( later kno~-n as Bartlett and Haywa rd a mong other 
na~es ) was one of the na t i on 1 s leacers i n cas t iro n production . The Bal timore 
Sun Iron Bui lding was one o f the firs t cas t iron bui l dings in the c ount r y and 
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led the ,,·ay for hundreds of cc; st ircm ;<:cades lhat \;ere erected in dcn,'D t o\..·n 
Baltimore i n the nineteenth tencury . Only a handful of these buildin~s have 
survived . It is possible that Bartlett a nd Robbins produced t:he cast iron for 
the Perkins Square gazebo , since an )879 request t o the City Council fo r i m~rove­
ments an d repairs to the square lists a small expenditure for that company , 
however , there are no markings on the structure to confirm the manufacturers 
of this unique structure . 

For many years residents of Wes t Baltimore enjoyed the spring and gazebo 
in Perkins Square . Three commissioners were appointed to oversee the park , and 
the square became a garden spot in West Baltimore i:t the nineteenth century . 
ln 1881, Scharf stated that the square " is noted :~r the beauty of its flo~·ers 
and gardening . Luxuriant beds of cC"leus and pe-tunj.:s in the Plos t \'ari ed colors 
attract t he eye of t he visitor , t he desi£ns being i,chors, ~tars , shields, etc . , 
of the most elaborat e kind . Rockeries, covered wi:h creeping vines and t opped 
with vases of bright fl owers, form a bPautiful novelty . 118 Ladles were available 
for people visiting the spring and desiring to dri~k the cool fresh ~ater . 

Eventually the spring became polluted as the ~rea b ecame increasingly 
urbanized . A drinking fountain ~as placed i n the :ente r of the gazebo. By the 
1910s, the greenhouse was removed . As the popuJat ~on of the neighborhood 
shifted from mid dl e class white to middle class b l&ck, the square remained a 
garden spot, but with growing needs fo r active recreational space , the movement 
of the black mi ddle class to suburban areas and the lack o f maintenance for the 
park , Perkins Square became a "seedy oasis . 11 9 

In 1963, the surrounding neighborhood was ra :=d for a housing project 
that ~as built around the square . In the mid-l960s , the gazebo underwent r epai rs 
and was re-painted, and the square was modernized to its present appearance . 
Today the gazeb o is the only nineteenth century structure in the area and a 
reminder of the original spring a nd pleasant garden spot that Perkins Square 
once was. 

Listing the Perkins Square Gazebo in the National Register of Historic 
Places will recognize the i mportanc e of this unusual structure and could provide 
a source of funding for its renovation. The bases of many of its columns are 
deterioratin g and there are some substantial cracks in the structure . Despite 
these problems , the gazebo is an important historica l and cultural r esource for 
the low i ncome , black community that surrounds it, and it is the only reminder 
of the exuberance present in nineteenth century park design in this inner city 
neighborhood . 

SEE COJ\TINUATION SHEET 113 
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1EiHorv of P.altirn0re Citv and C0untY , J . Th,.., ,_.cs Schar: , PhHaclelphia, lfS l: t' · 2 1:3 . -- - - "- - ___._. 

2Ibid., p . 214 . 

3Baltimore Citv Council Proceedings 1st Branch, May 24, 1852, p . 617 . 

4Baltimore City Archives , RG J6 S 1, 1859-281 . 

5Balt imore City Council Ordinances and Resolutions , 1868 R. 409 . 

6Bal ti more Cin• Commissioners Report, 1870, p . 253 . 

7Baltimore Citv Archives , R~ 16 S 1, 1879-705. 

8Historv of Baltimore City c:id Counn·, J . Thor.ias Scharf, Philadelphia : 1881, p . ~81. 

9 "A Breadth of Air . Perkins Spring Square," Evening Sun, }1ay 17, 1952 . 

NAJOR BIBUOGR.\.PHlCAL REFEF .:SCES : 

"Baltimore Then and Now , 11 Bal -i:imore American, April 18 , 1954 . 

Baltimore City Archives , RG S 1, 1859-281, 1868-551 , 1872-96 1 & 1325 , 1875-989 , 
1871-1102 , 1879-705 . 

Balt i more City Council Ordi~ances and Resolutions, 1868 R. 409 , 1869 R. 163, 
1870 R. 43 , 1873 R. 392 0. 0 . 14, 1874 R. 288, 1875 0 . 20 , 1887 R. 71, 
1888 R. 166, 1896 0 . 14. 

Balti more City Council Proceedings lst Branch, ~lay 24, 1852 , p . 253 . 

Baltimore City Commissioners Report , 1870 p . 253 & p . 26 9, 1868 p . 375 . 

Baltimore Citv Land Records, FAP 912- 389 , October 31 , 1881. 

" I Remember the Reyday of Perkins Square ," Baltimore Sun , February 14, 1854. 

"A Breadth of Air , Per kins Spring Square," Evening Sun , May 17, 1952 . 

"Artisans t o Redecorate Historic Park Gazebo , 11 Evening Sun, March 2, 1965 . 

Scharf , J . Thomas, Histor y of Baltimore City and County , Philadelphia : 1881 . 
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Beginning at the NW corner of George St r eet and Myrtle Avenue , thence 
binding westernly on George St:reet 225 ', thence northern ly 105 ' , thenc e 
wes ternly 106 ' 4'', thence northernly 171' 2" to in tersec t 1-~y rtle Avenue , 
thence binding southeasternly on Myrtle Avenue 500' to the p l ace of the be­
ginning . 

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION : 

The above boundaries take in Perkins Spring Square . The gazebo is located 
in the southeast corner of this park. This is the lot of ground that was 
pu~chased by the City in 1881 and turned into a park. The surrounding area is 
taken up by c. 1960 public housing and related c ommunity facilites. Thus , the 
~ominated property represents the immedia te h~stor ic setting of the r esource . 
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Acreage of nominated property 2 . 89 acres _ __ _ 
Baltimore ' ''est, Maryland Quadrangle n ame Quadrangle scale 
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List a ll states and counties f or properties overlapping s t a t e or county bou ndaries 

slate n/a code county 

sta te code county 

i 1 . L=orn.1 ~repareci By 

name/title Fred Shaken, Research Anal)i st 

organization 

street & number 

city or town 

Commission for Historical and 

Architectural Preservation 

100 Holliday Street 

Baltimore 

Gode 

code 

date April 29, 1983 

telephone 301-396-4866 

state Maryland 2 1202 

I 
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12. State f-:istoric Preservafion Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

__ national __ state _x_ local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Histor ic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law SS-
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that It has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Herita:e :_vrvation and Recreation Service. 

State Historic Preservation Officer signatu re ~/..--- c r Zr- JY f 
title STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER 

For HCRS use only 

I hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register 

i K e-eper of the National Register 

Attest: 

Chief o! F1e:gistrat ion 

date 

date 

date 
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Photo showing original appearance of gazebo and square. Note the cresting and pointed finials 
on the roof perimeter. From Baltimore American April 18, 1954. 
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