
BALTI MORE tAETROCENTER SURVEY SURVEY NO . : B- 1129 

AREA : Fi nancial District M.AGI NO . : 0411295711 

Address: 5 Eas t Lexington St r eet 
Current Name: 

Block: 623 Lot: 2 
Height : 3 
Condi t i on: Excellent 
Use: Commercial 
Designation : 

Lot size : 28 ft . x 92 ft . 
Materials: Brick and limestone 
Owner : Bal to . Eolding Company 
Accessible : Yes , unrestri c t ed 
Lib er/Folio : C~lM 4192-57 3 

Historic Name : Joseph Schloss & Son Building 
Date : 1904 
Architect/Builder: Archer 
Styl e (if appropriate) 

Description: 

& Allen , arch . 
Flemish 

This t hree-bay wi de , three story high , cross bond , red brick commercial 
structure wi th I ndiana l i mestone tri~ i s i n the style of t he old brick 
architecture of Holland. The f irst story fea t ures double wooden door s 
s urrounded by geometric stone t rim and flanked by thr ee part bowed windows 
with metal window frames . Above t he entrance i s a broken c urved pediment 
wi th scroll detai l s , sur rounding an elabora t e cartouche. A cornice divides 
the f i rst and sec ond stor y with decorative end brackets. There are thr ee , 
six over one windows on the second story and two centralized , six ove r six 
windows on the t hird story with d i amond brick and tile details above t hem. 
The facade terminates i n a stepped gable crowned by a small finia l a nd 
a copper mansard r oof r ecesses behi nd the b r ick f acade. 

Signi f icance: 
Area: a r chitect ure Level: l ocal 

The small commercial bui l ding at 5 E. Lexington Street was origi nally 
owned a nd built by the Cent ral Savi ngs Bank. Th e bui lding was designed 
in 1904 by the architects Archer & Allen f or local merchant tailors J oseph 
Schl oss & Son . It is the onl y small , Flemish style , commercia l s tructure i n. 
downtown Baltimore . The most unique featur e o f t he building i s its stepped 
gab l e and copper mansard roof . The building has fac ed little alteration . 
Its unique archi t ectural s t yle contri butes to the h istorical cha rac ter of 
the area . 

Sources : Maryland Institute Scrapbook ; BS 7/ 24/1 904 P · 8 c . 4 ; BS 7/31/ 1904 p.1 1 c . 2 
Surveyor and Date: Caroline Hardy, April 1985 
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UNIQUE BUILDING FOR TAILORING ESTABLISHMENT.: 
The Ctntnil Sa \•tnara Bnnk, o...-ner ot llori ot t h• l\r1t t\oor w lU cooalet ot a. 

the Qropert.y :t g;tat ~x1ngton stre~l. 1n rl": •aluroom. to " 'blch fL large brtck 
wm e:-ect on t he !;Ile a. buttdhtc tor lht nrtplA('ft and btamed Centng "'fll lend a n 
nnn o c J ouph Schlos.s & Son, tstlo r.t., Afr ot comfort. The rear portion ot lbta 

J w Mch w lll ~ one o C the moat hand.om~ noor wlll contaJn the •U.1~•1" and ae••' 

f ~~;~c~~~' b:~~Jn~:~:n<;,e ~~unlr~hu!!':: ~'~~ ~b~n~~.~~;"d~r:~~rt~~~ 
1 Arche-r &: Allen d'P'f"<'l;\lly tor the n~~s ltr)', w htrfl the ontcu w11J bo located, 
ot the tallortng tlnn. Th~ bulldln5 wOI wtlh " balcony overtookln1r the ma.Jn 
be thrtt sto rl"'• hfgh. with " rrontn1;:e or noor. Alt ot the • ·OO<Swork and fuml· 
r; f.-et ~ l:"i<'hH and a dtttt h of a fttl. ture •Ill b"' "'liJ)('Clalty df!'l!l&ned and On­
Jt la deatped tn tht> •fl')• ot the Old br1ck t•h,.d In wf'a thert'd oak. The second a.od 
llrchltecture O( H olland. Th~ facade wlll third ftoor·• wlU bo dt:VOled lo c:u.J Ung­
con•ist ot Indiana llmtstone .tnd d1'rk room• and • hoC)9. Sl>Klal care ha• btt.n 

: rfd brkk laid In cross bend. termln:w.ttnl' t aken to •~curt pro~r llght. vtnt11atlon 
1 tn a !;teppe<I gable and copp.or root. The and Pnltary arrangement. Tbt bu:Ud · 
r handsome front entrance wlll be r1~1)" tnr ha• ~n dt1l.rntd eo • • to pri'pa.re 1 1 carved. The tnttrlor deaisn will be ta tor tht o r•1ent and tutllr• b u.1ln .... o t t t.e , 
I keeptns wttb tht lronL Tl:&.• front por.. occupau t.e. .J 

Md . Ins t itute Scrapbook 
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Baltimore Financial District Survey 
Baltimore (City) , Maryland 

B-1129 5 East Lex ington Street 



B-1129 
Joseph Schloss & Son 
5 E. Lexington Street 
Block 0623, Lot 002 
Baltimore City 
Baltimore East Quad. 
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B-1129 
5 E, Lexington Street 
Financial Distric·t- Metro.center Survey 
Baltimore (City), Maryland 
Photo: Fred Shoken 
Date : October 1983 
Neg.loc.: Maryland Historical Trust 
North elevation 


