
BALTI MORE METROCENTER SURVEY SURVEY NO . : B-113 

AREA: Cathedral Hi ll MAGI NO. : 0401135804 

Address: 124 West Franklin Street 
Current Name: Basilica Place 

Block : 550 Lot: 2- 4 
Height: 17 
Condi t i on: Good 
Use: Resi dential 
Designation: 

Historic Name: 
Date: ca . 1980 

Lot size : 165 ft . x 140 f t. 
Materials: Bri ck 
Owner: Cathol ic Char i ties Housing ' 
Accessible: Yes , restric_ted 
Liber /Folio: ct·lM 4133/45 _ 

Architect/Builder: Cochran , Stephenson & Donkervoet -
Style (if appropriate) : Moder n 

-·' 

Description: This high- r i se apartment complex for the elderly has a spl i t - level 
facade on Franklin St reet . A six- story s ection is separated visua l ly from the 
17-story tower by t he arched entrance bay and the four stor ies above it which 
have large recessed windows . The entrance arch is flanked by stepped recesses 
in which the windows also step back vert~cally from the wall p l ane . The street 
level of the lower section i s a grocery which has an ar ched entrance and 
window . To the right of t he entrance is a nother arched window . The tower has 
synunetrically p l aced paired and single windows which f l ank a central hall with 
rectangular wi ndows . At the roofline of the tower is a small indentation, 
presumably an att empt to reflect the batt l ements of the Fr ankli n Street Presbyterian 
Church (B-23 , 1988 ; now New Psal mist Bapti st Church) . Between the apartment tower 
and the church i s a small garden wi th a fre e- standi ng br ick arched gateway . 

Significance: 
Area: architect ure 

. -· .!-.-: .... 

Level: l ocal 

The height of t he Basi lica Pl ace Tower i s i ncongr uous wi th the low-rise 
character of the immediat e area . This is mitigated somewhat by the brick 
exterior which approximates t he color of the Franklin Street Presbyterian 
Church, a National Regis t er l andmark . The impact is also lessened by the 
height of the buildings i mmediately adjac e nt on Franklin Street; the 
YWCA, the Enoch Pratt Free Li brary , and t he Franklin Street Presbyterian Church . 
Prior to the cons t ruction of the complex , the site was occupied by a group of 
early 19th century rowhouses , one of whi ch , 114 t<!est Franklin , was the home of 
Chief Justice Roger B. Taney one year before his death . 

NOTE : B-113 was original ly assigned to Enoch Pratt Library (Main Library) . 
Thi s was duplicated by B- 2068 . These wer e consol idated under B- 2068 and B- 113 
re-assigned as above . 

Sources : CHAP f i le 
Surveyor and Date: Janet Davi s , Apr il 1985 
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B-113 
Basilica Place (Tower) 
124 W. Franklin Street 
Block 0550, Lot 002 
Baltimore City 
Baltimore East Quad. 
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Basilica Place B-113 
124 West Franklin Street 
Cathedral Hill - Metrocenter Survey 
Baltimore (City), Maryland 
Photo: Janet Davis 
Date: August 1984 
Neg. loc . : Maryland Historical Trust 
Southeast corner view 
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Basilica Place B-113 
124 West Franklin Street 
Cathedral Hill - Metrocenter Survey 
Baltimore (City). Maryland 
Photo : Janet Davis 
Date: August 1984 
Neg . loc.: Maryland Historical Trust 
Entr ance detail 
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