
BALTIMORE ~ETROCENTER SURVEY 

AREA: Fi nancial District 

Address: 2 E. Fayette Street 
Current Name: J efferson Building 

SURVEY NO . : B- 1140 

MAGI NO. : 0411405711 

Block: 6 23 Lot: 
Height: 12 
Condition: good 
Use: Corrunercial 
Designation: 

12 Lot size: 60 ft. x 90 ft . 
Materials: Brick and Marble 
Owner: I nc. Consoli dated Mangement 
Accessible : Yes, unrestricted 
Liber /Folio: RHB 2918/755 

Historic Name: The Union Trust Building 
Date: 1904-05 
Architect/Builder: Parker and Thomas 
Style (if appropriate): 

Description: This la r ge , four bay wide, twelve story rusticated brick a nd 
marble commercial structure with granite and terra cotta t r i m towers above with 
the i ncline of Charles Street. The f irst , second and third stories are 
a l tered , and a b rick f acade begins on' the four t h ~tory, with a central, two toned, 
brick pattern between rusticated br ick corners from the f i fth to the tenth story. 
There are one over one windows, grouped in two ' s from the four th stor y to the 
roofline . The base of the f i fth and the eleventh story windows have decorative 
ledges with geometric and wr eath details . Surmounting the e l eventh f loor is 
a heavy · elaborate, coved cornice with embellished consoles and f loral and leaf 
details. Above the twelf th floor at the roofline is a simple brown pai nted 
corni ce . The south elevation is fourteen bays wide a nd has the same decoration 
as the f ront facade . 

Significance: 
Area: architecture Level: local 

'rhe original Union Trust Building was built i n the 1890' s at the same location 
on the corner of N. Charles and E. Fayette Streets. The building was severely 
damaged in the Baltimore Fire except f or the steel structural frame. The bui l ding 
walls were t hen totall y stri pped and a new facade was built over the surviving 
struc tural frame . The new facades was designed in 1904- 05 by the architects 
Par ker and Thomas . The builde r s were the Wel l s Brother s Co. This is one of the 
lar ger , very d istinctive structures in t he area and features decorative ledges 
with geometric and wreath detai l s and a pronounced , coved cornice , embellished 
with consoles and f l ora l a nd leaf de t ails . Desp i te major alterations on the 
first three f loors of the facade the bui l ding contributes to the historical 
character of t he Financial District and it i s o ne of few bui l d ings in the burnt 
area to survive , even in part, the Baltimore Fi re of 1904. 

Sources: Mary l and Institute Scrapbook; BS 6/1 /1904 p .10 c . 5 (permi t issued) 
Surveyor and Date: Car oline Hardy 1 May 1985 
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Whllf' the ttee-1 J!ltrUt tural 11JOrlt ot th4' 

Un.Ion T'ru.et Building. at tho nonbtut 
corn~r ot Charltt aod Fay•tie llreet•. 
'flfU unbanned by the fttt-, the exterlor 
w&lla oo the Cha-PJts and F•yette 1tr"t 
st.do or t h e bulldin.S a.re biting rebuilt. 

, The b uUdlok. which OC'C:Uplu :1. lot SO:xUO 
tttt.. wt.Jl prueot an entJrel)' dttrererH 
appe&r&nce Crom. the forme r •t~etur• 
wbeo completed. Tb~ bAff, uttndJng to 
tbtt tot> of the ef!'C'Ood ittory, w1U be oC 
granite~ Tb• lhlrd... stotY •W be ot 
c.Wed lVl"& cotta.. Above tbla wlU be 
wb.Ji.e bride. "'Whl!e tbe Ce.ntre • al>aee- ot 
the ...U extend_lc.g from Ujt1 top ot the 
third 3tOry to the top of. the.ninth tl1>or 
wUl be ot a. darker e~&.d.e oc brteL Th• 

II '-.l ·· :ornm ~ ·- ~" . : 
•• ·..ii_: 

entlre 1tn1eture w lU ~ t.ruted 
terra. coua docorauon.a. Tbe c 
T'ru.t Compa,ny wtn occupy tM 
door ot th • bulldJna. u formerly. 
b.,aJdn_g .. rooma wut be ba.nd.aome~ 
lahed, &Jthou•k the echeme hM a 
be4tn decided on. The ba~t-menc. 
devoted to o·ne ot th• dtl$Utmtnta 
Ba.Jtlmol'e Rtre14. Above lhe 11t 
ftOOr th e 1tructure w tll b4 devot~ 

~t1Yr:O i.o~~s!c~c~l ~~th ,t:11er:,;j 
wtll be complotod and rudy~ 
pa.AC7 about S4Ptfmber l. The 
t ·ebulldJng" thJ• M NC\UJ"ll Wtnrt 
by .Architect.a Pa.rktr A Tho 
work 1• bctnc done by t.mt \Vcll.iit 
Company. . ... ' 

Md. Institute Scrapbook 
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The Brick Builder Baltimore Fire Issue, March 1904 



B-1140 
Old Union Trust Building (Jefferson Building, Davison Chemical Building) 
2 E. Fayette Street 
Sanborn Maps 
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Baltimore Financial District Survey 
Baltimore (City), Maryland 

B-1140 Old Union Trust Bui l di ng 
2 East Fayette Street 



B-1140 
Old Union Trust Building (Jefferson Building, Davison Chemical Building) 
2 E. Fayette Street 
Block 0623, Lot 012 
Baltimore City 
Baltimore East Quad. 
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B-1140 
The Old Union .Trust Building 
2 E. Fayett~ S~re~t 
Financial District-Metrocenter Survey 
Baltimore (City) , Maryland 
Photo: Fred Shoken 
Date : October 1983 
Neg. loc . : Maryland Historical Trust · 
Southwest corner view 


