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BALTIMORE t--'1ETR0CENTER SURVEY 

AREA: Financial District 

Address : 113 N. Charles Street 
Current Name: Jewelry-Coi ns 

Block: 623 Lot: 1 4 Lot size: 22 x 63 

SURVEY NO.: B- 1142 

MAGI NO.: 0411425711 

Height: 4 
Condi ti on: Good 
Use: Conunercial 
Designation: 

Materials: Brick and granite 
Owner: Baltimore Ho l ding Company 
Accessible: Yes , unrestr icted 
Liber /Folio: niM 4192/573 

Historic Name : F . i·~. McAllis t er Co . 
Date: 1904-05 
Architect/Builder: Ellicot a nd Emmart 
Style (if appropriate): 

Description: The building at 113 N. Charles Street is a three bay wide, f our 
story high brick and granite structure wi th t erra cotta trim. The f i rst f loor 
has an a l tered , modern storefront with a lar ge plastic sign above the first 
story which says Jewelry-Coins . The ·second story has ' a central, t wo over t wo 
window f l anked by one over one windows, while the t hird and fourth stories 
have just one over one windows . A band of floral and leaf molding and some 
geome t ric detailing runs between the second and third stories . Flanking the 
second a nd third story windows are vertical bands of geometric molding. 
Surmounting the third story is a heavy cor nice with elabor ate end br ackets 
and a large cartouche below it flanked by geometric molding and carved fruit. 
There are three , smaller, one over one windows in the f ourth floor f lanked by 
carved f rui t and leaf decorati ons . The f ourth stor y is surmounted by t he 
pre dominant cornice with large modillions, elaborat e end brackets , f ruit 
bunches, egg and dart molding and a band of Greek fretwork in the fr ieze . The 
f acade extends three feet above the projecting cornice . 

Significance: 
Area: architectural Leve 1 : local 

The office of F. \-V . McAllister Company , opticians , was built in 1904-05 
by the architects Ellicot and Emmart at 113 N. Charles which was the site of 
the o l d Bible House. F.vJ. McAllister founded his business in 1879 and it was 
conducted by h im until 1904 . Before the f i re, his business was located on 
Charles Street, near Bank Lane , between East Baltimore and Fayette Streets. 
Architecturally , t he building is signi ficant for its pronounced cornice 
decorated with carved frui t, elaborate end brackets , Greek fretwork and egg 
and dar t molding. The building also f eatures intricate floral and leaf molding, 
geometric details and decorative cartouches. F. \·1. McAllister Co, is one of 
the most architecturally detailed sma ller commercial buildings in t he Financial 
Dis t rict and it is in good condition . 

Sources: Maryland Inst i tute Scrapbook 
Surveyor and Date: Caroline Ha rdy , April 1985 
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Baltimore Financial District Survey 
Baltimore (City), Maryland 

B-1142 113 North Charles Street 
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B-1142 
F.W. McAllister Company 
113 N. Charles Street 
Block 0623, Lot 014 
Baltimore City 
Baltimore East Quad. 
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B- 1142 
113 N. Charles Street 
Financial District- Metrocenter Survey 
Baltimore (City), Maryland 
Photo: Fred Shoken 
Date: October 1983 
Neg.lee.: Maryland Historical Trust 
West elevation 


