
·' 

BALTIMOR E f•;l:':rnoc !'.NT ?R SURVEY 

AREA : Fina. cinl District 

Address : 5-9 North Calvert Strec:t 
Cur rent Name : Munsey Building 

Block : 637 Lot : 14 Lot size : 

SURVEY NO .: B-1152 

MAGI NO .: 041152571 1 

101 x 139 ' 
Height : 18 stories Materials : Limestone , brick & terra cotta 
Condition : Good Owner : Baltimore 
Use : Offices Accessible : 
Des i gnation : None Liber/Folio : 

Historic Name : Munsey Building 
Dat e : 1911 

Yes 
WA 

Investment Associates 

3749-868 

Architect/Builder : Baldwin & Pem i.:gto. a: d McKim, Mead & White 
Style (i f appropriate): 

Desert pt ion : 

The Muns ey Building is e::ghte 'n stories h igh and fi ve bays wi de on bot h the 
Fayette and Ca lvert St re at ::1 ,vat ions . The f i rst and second flo0r s a re defined 
by rusticated pilasters with simple capitals and three- part Ch icago styl e 
windows betw.;; ·n the pilaster's . Entrances are loca t ed at t he centr al bay of 
Calvert Stre0t and a t t he fourth bay from the corner on Fayette St re.:;t . A 
simple cornice i s l oca ted above the s .:cond floor . The third f l oor which is 
punctuated by thre ? over thre.: windo~·1s complet~s the 1 i mestone base of this 
building . The n0xt t welv:) floors are made of brick and feature three over thre.: 
windows with stone sills and spl ayed brick flat c:rches . Above a b .. md course of 
fret work , the up~er thre~ flo~rs are defined by colossal f lut ed Ionic colunns 
supporting a he~vy cornice that fe~tures d entils and eg~ and dcrt mol ding . A 
small thre =- story an:-.ex adjoins the Muns ey Building at Faye"t~:3 St r e.::t . This 
an ex f ~·citurcs ~ c entre.I ?.rchcd wi ndo•.·1 or. the fi r st flo-r and bands of : our over 
four windows on the u;iper fl cors b) tw .n decorotive panels and mu l lions . 

Si.gnific~;r ... e : 
Area : Architectur e Level : Local 

When this s tructure was compl et;,,d i n 19 E , it wa s Ba l timore ' s tallest off i ce 
building . It was des i gned by t wo important F..rchitectural firms : t he l ocal2. y 
signiFcant firm of' Bddwi n a --d Pe: .. i .gt o a d t he natio .. ,"'llly important firm of 
McKim , Mead ... nd White . This is the only offi ce build ing i .1 Bal t i more City t hat 
was desi gned by McKim , Mead and White . Th e building was constructed for Fr ank 
Munsey , who had purchased t he Baltimore N..:ws in 1908 . Displeased with the News 
Building that w3s erect~d on this s ite a fte r t he Ba ltimore Fire of 1904 , he tore 
down the fiv e y~ar old bu ilding a~~ r eplaced it with this structure . The 
Baltimore News ·.1as publ ished her "- until 1824 . The Equitabl e Trust Bank h <:ls be _n 
locat ~d h re since 1915 . 

Sources : BDR 12 /4/1909 
Surveyor and D~te : Fred B. Shoken , July 1985 
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Address: 5-9 North Calvert Street 

Peale Museum, 1928. MC 6133 



Baltimore Financial District Survey 
Baltimore (City) , Maryland 

B-1152 Munsey Building 
5-9 North Calvert Street 

- ·- .-



B-1152 
Munsey Building 
5-9 N. Calvert Street 
Block 0637 Lot 014 
Baltimore City 
Baltimore East Quad 

E LEXINGTON ST 





B- 1152 
Munsey Building 
5-9 North Calvert Str'eet 
Financial District-Met~ocenter Survey 
Baltimore (City), ·Maryland 
Photo: Fred Shoken 
Date: July 1985 
Neg. loc.: Maryland Historical Trust 
~orthwest corner view 
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B-1152 

Munsey Building 
5-9 tlorth Calvert Street 
Financial District-Metrocenter Survey 
Baltimore (City), Maryland 
Photo: Fred Shoken 
Date: July 1985 
Neg.lee.: Maryland Historical Trust 
West elevation 
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Munsey Building (annex) 
5-9 North Calvert Street 

B-1152 

Financial District-Metrocenter Survey 
Baltimore (City), Maryland 
Photo : Fred Shoken 
Date: July 1985 
Neg.lee.: Maryland Historical Trust 
North elevation (Fayette Street side) 
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