
BALTIMORE r::T.'ROC ENT ZR SURVEY 

AREA: Finar,cia l District 

Address : 13- 15 Guilford Avenue 
Current Name : Law Building 

Lot size: 34 ' x 35' 

SURVEY NO .: B-1165 

MAGI NO .: 0411655711 

Block : 1330 Lot : 11 
Height: 4 stories 
Con.di ti on : Good 
Use: Law offices 
Designation : None 

Materials: Brick & terra cotta 
Owner : 13-15 Guilford Partnership 
Accessible : Yes 
Liber/Folio: RHB 3078- 455 

Historic Name : Richardson ffuilding 
Date : 1904 
Architect/Builder : J . Appleton Wilson/Morrow Bro·s. 
Style (if appropriate ) : 

Description : 

This four story high, four bay wide brick and t erra cotta building features an 
entrance at t he southern bay of the firs t floor and a regular arrangement of 
window's . The aluminum framed glass door entrance is located above a flight of 
st:a irs protected by an iron banister. The entrance is set into a surr ound 
featuring console end brackets supporting a pl ain entablatur·e . A metal plaque 
·displ ays , "LAW BUI LDING 15 GUILFORD ." Another stair at the northern end of the 
building leads to a basement level with door and window opening's . An iron rail 
protect s the lightwell for the basement . The first floor windows have bee n 
modernized with singl e aluminum frame lights . A simple cornice with dentils 
ca ps the terra cott a first floor level. The second and third floors feature t an 
col ored Roman brick walls which are punctuated by one over one windows with 
stone 'sill s , splayed stone lintels and emphasized keysontes . A simple h~nd 
course d efin es the fourth floor level which features two part , one over one 
'.•rindows between r ecess ed panels . A wide cornice with <lentils and scrolled 
brackets comple tes the f a cade. 

Signifi cance : 
Area : Architecture Level : Local 

This small , well - maint a i ned off ice building has a fa irly simple , tradit i ona l 
desig·n . Like thettadi.tional Baltimore rowhouse ; it has a r elat ively flat facade 
with orna mentat ion primarily to highlight the door, window and roof line . It is 
not as fl amboyant as other offices in the area , and the off-center entrance 
br eaks the mold of symmetry for most post- Fire buildings . The projecting steps 
into t he sidewalk is also unusual. Most post- Fire buildings do not have exterior 
stairs , a nd when they do exi st they are recess ed within the building walls . 
Infact, the owner for this building had to enjoin the Building I nspector to 
all ow t he steps to remain after a permit for the building had been i nadvert ent ly 
issued . 

Sources : BA 4/7/1904 p . 13 (ill l ustration); BS 6/5/190,(j p . 8 c. 5 (article on 
steps) 
Surveyor and Date : Fred B. Shoken, May 1985 . 
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.Hnndaome 15truc tt1tf'I' to b"' ~r~C' lttl o n r.ut &Ide or -..:o rth 111tr,.1111,t, nr.:ir F:\YE'tt& 
alr~t. tor E- J. Rlchiu~•on & ~on"- 11-.n~raJ lneurnnce uad•r<rr1tor!f. Th• pll\nc 
... -~r" pN>pe.re<I h» Arch!tec t J . Appl.,ton ~·u,..,n. Morrow Bros. &te th~ bullclH&. 
aod !l 15 e-rpect~d to h.a., . ., the bulldln1: c\lrnplctc,1 by July L 

Baltimore American,April 7, 1904 p.13. 
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l A FIN£ B~l~D-;G FOR 

Ltn::u:~ ~l:~~~~:,~:f ~a SN~~: 
Street Sit• <X-c.,pl""-' tor 116 y.,,...,. 'b-,. the Ft.-ru. 

Mo:-row Bro~. ha<·e ~~un ,..or)( on tho 
rH•W' :i:!'\~"' bulhl ~ ni to t: ::~~tr:! en tt1a 
r &J't •Ida o( :-.Oo rt:'l ff\l'l>et, h•tt..-e-,n H&.ltl· 
mor., and l-~M.Yclt.e ~tre~u, for F.. J . Rich· 
arda-011 ~ Ron•. The bulldlnR' will be .. · 
rour·•tory·Md-buem•rat strucrnr-e Md I 
will b<? quite An OM\&m~nt lo t hat 8ec t1on I 
ot the city. Th~ met "''Ill be ot orn.s.- ! 
men ta.I b:-lck and (erra~tt& and will b• : 
constructed In o. pl~ etylc or archl· j 
t ecture. The entln> bv.lldlng wlll occupr 
a lot a5 r~t tront by 311 reet 6 Inches derp. 
Th" building wlll b e equlpr.-d ,..Ith elev&· 
\01'11, ateam hw.t ~nd eleclr\c l\ghl.8, and 
on •"'ch noor wlll be bullt l'lre-pm0t vaults. 

The alt~ on which th~ bvlldlnir will be 
e>"eclf'd hU he"n °"cup!~ by tile Rich· 
aro.oruo tor US yeo.r~. 'I'll') f\rm I• com· 
J>O•~d ot 11~ .. ars. E<l,..sud A.. Jiune• A. 
and Cllr.ton 0. Rlchard~on. Mr. Jnmc.o A. 
Hlchardson Is pr.-.,ld~nt of th~ Fi r e S.I· 
""''°e Corps Rn<! Mr. Clinton 0. Rlchs"1-
• 0n I• rrf'Rldrnt or t ti~ D:roo S"' lnS­
Banlt. Me11•r&. Rldio.rdaou w1li o>c-cupy tho 
nr,,t •nd th<1 top noon of the bullcl!,ng •.nd 
the bal&nN w ill ~ t"r MC!. 11!11 etruc­
lun: W111 ooot about $15,000. 
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Baltimore Financial District Survey 
Baltimore (City), Maryland 

B-1165 13-15 Guilford Avenue 



B-1165 
Law Building (Richardson Building) 
13-15 Guilford A venue 
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1914, Volume 3, Sheet 222 

1952, Volume IA, Sheet 34A 
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B-1165 
Law Building (Richardson Building) 
13-15 Guilford Avenue 
Block 1330 Lot 001 
Baltimore City 
Baltimore East Quad 

Demolished 
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Richardson Building 
13- 15 Guilford Avenue 

B-1165 

Financial District-Metrocenter Survey 
Baltimore (City), Maryland 
Photo: Fred Shoken 
Date: October 1983 
Neg.lac.: Maryland Historical Trust 
West elevation 


