
BALTIMORE METROCENTER SURVEY 

AREA: Financial District 

Address : 300-302 East Baltimore Street 
Current Name: Franklin Building 

Lot size: 34~ x 110 

SURVEY NO.: B-1166 

MAGI NO.: 0411665711 

Block: 1330 Lot: 1 
Height: 5 stories 
Condi ti on: Fair 
Use: Retail/upstairs 
De·signation : None 

Materials : Brick & terra cot ta 
Owner : Benjamin and Sol Oi"dick 

vacant Acces·sible: Yes 
Liber/Folio : JFC 1910-594 

Historic Name : Frank·lin Builoing 
Date: 1904 
Architect/Builder: McClure & Spahr (Pittsburg)/James Stewart and Co. 
Sty 1 e ' (if appropriate) : 

Descrip"tion: 

This five story brick building is located at the northeast corner of Baltimore 
Street and Guilford Avenu·e . rt· is seven bays wide along Guilford Avenue and two 
bays wide on Baltimore Stree·t. A variety of storefront designs have altered the 
first floor of both elevation's . A central entrance to the building on Guilford 
Avenue features wood and gl ass double doors with a filled transom displaying the 
numeral 5 (for the address , 5 Guilford Avenue)' inside an ornamental wreath. The 
entrance· is set · into a foliated surround ancf is capped with a keystone and 
bracketed entablature which features the name of the building i n projecting 
terra cotta letters . A band of bead and reel , and egg and dart molding plus a 
mod ill ion block cornice caps the entranc·e . Above the cornice are terra cotta 
pilasters supporting a pl'ain entablature and an arch featuring a date stone and 
keyston·e . Between the pilasters is a central fifteen over one wi ndow and two 
side four over one window's. The Flemish bond brick walls on the upper floors 
are punctuated by fifteen over one 'windows which are grouped in two's. They have 
terra cotta sills and splayed lintels with emphasized keystones . A projecting 
band course defines the fifth floor level which is capped by a decorative 
modillion block cornice and parapet wall. 

Signi!'icance: 
Area : Architecture Level : Local 

Despite the altered state of the first floor level of the building , this is an 
excellent small office building. The central entrance on Guilford Avenue is 
extremely elaborate and the unusual window de'sign (fifteen over one) makes this 
building distinctive in the Finan'cial Distric't. If the original storefront 
design is restored and the peep show relocated, this could be an excellent 
office building for a l aw firm in close proximity to t he court houses . Although 
this portion of the Finan'c i al District has dec'lined ,' it is the uses of the 
structures , not the buildings themselves which are deteriorated. A clean-up of 
the 200 and 300 blocks of East Baltimore Street which would preserve the 
excellent architecture of the area and provide a ret·an core to the Financial 
Tiistric~ is s everly needed. 

Sources : BA 8/27/1904 (elevation).; BS 8/3/1904 p . 10 ·c. 7 (permit' issued) 
Surveyor and Date: Fred B. Shoken , May 1985·. 



BALTIMORE FINANCIAL DISTRICT SURVEY 
Address: 300-302 E. Baltimore Street 

c:... 

:'~ I .. ..__ 
I 

.. 

Front ele,·atlon oC the atruc:ture w hich ls now In course oC const ruction on the nnrth•a~t comer ot Aaltlmore and Xorth !ltreeu. The building 
..-:is dUl~f!d by McClure & Soabr. oC P ltt9hurg. and Is being built tor llr. J Harry L.>e. trustt•e. b>· Stewl\rt 6: Co. The building .. 111 bu·e "- Crnnt:ure oC 
1111 rt'et on Sorth street :ind• a depth oC 34 tHt on Baltimore 9tttet. The noor plnn pro,·ldf's ror- one &tore on Baltimore str«r. one on the ~"m"r ot 
Hnltlmor'! nnd Sorth a t reeu and three on Sorth atr~t. 

Th" ron r upper noors w ill be used tor omce" nnd the noor 1>l•n•. which are thf! ~""'" on each ""'"· pnwltl,. ror sl~ large ot!'lces. F.:ac h noor will 
ha.,·e o. lavntor~-. etc. The lobby lt"adlns to the ele•·aror wm be sumclentt ~· l:\rg• to 1>ro'·1de tor- a ne...,, and clgur- stand. One ot the features o C the 
hulld tns wlll be that the basement w ill be subdh•lded into n'·• parts. one tor l':tc:h ~tor" .. hfch wlll h a ve'.!_ts lndlvfdunl "tal,......ay. The C:\c:mg ot th" buthllnf!: 
I• to be o C brick with t r1mmlnp a.nd ornaments oC terra cotta.. The g enernl construction Js to be nre~root with steel Crame and holtow nre-br1<'k nlllni;. 
\Vood ls 111 be .-llmlnated 1"herever polNllble. • 

~-Ith the publlratlon o C the g,.rspectt\·e or thll'I structure Tbe American has prese-nt~ to lts r~a.ders lllu,. tni.tlona or the tour bulldlnp w hich 
• ·ill ~tand upon the four come!'!! o C Bnltlmore. Sorth and South etreete. The oth"r hull<Jinss :tre The Am,.rlcan'e ltH1tory building on the southw,.at 
corner : the f<>ur-stol"}" Ab.-11 building .on the 80utheast comer- and the three-.ior;- Maryland C<lsu~lty building on the northwest corn,.r. 

Baltimore American, August 27, 1904 
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PEDESTRIANS FORCED TO . USE STREET 

A eamp1t- or t.bt: deplorable coadlttoo of .o.me of tbt ltl"Hta In the Sew Dbtr1~t. lo Use Wutntloa 11 """" 
H Dlfll Xortb •lf'Ht. HtwHD BalUmofe a.ad "9.7KU •tr'M't.s. a.Joos wbJch pedftuiaU ba•• Mell UAablle l• .. a. 
P••f'mt-DU tor M"tr•I da7s., wtt.h tht ttnlt that walt.t.cc waa made a.ece-n 14 the' mud.41 atrML 
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Baltimore Financial District Survey 
Franklin Building 
300-302 East Baltimore Street 

Photograph from: Bygone Baltimore, by Jaques Kelly, p . 81. 
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Franklin Building 
300-302 E. Baltimore Street 
Sanborn Maps 
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B-1166 
Franklin Building 
300-302 E. Baltimore Street 
Block 1330 Lot 001 
Baltimore City 
Baltimore East Quad 

Demolished 
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B-1166 
Franklin Building· 
300- 302 E. Baltimore Street 
Financial District-Metrocenter Survey 
Baltimore (City), Maryland 
Photo: Fred Shoken 
Date: October 1983 
~eg.loc.: Maryland Historical Trust 
Southwest corner view 


