
BALTIMORE METROCENTER SURVEY 

AREA: Financia l District 

Address : 304 East Bartimore Street 
Current Name: Wendy

1

s 

Block: 1330 Lot: 2 
Height: 3 stories 
Conaition: Good 
Use: Restaurant 
Designa~ion: None 

Historic Name: Horn & Horn 
Date: 1908 

Lot ~ize: 26
1 

x 145
1 

Materials : Stone 
Owner: Wendy

1

s 
Acces·sible : Yes 
Liber/Fo1io: RHB 3632-741 

SURVEY NO.: B-116 7 

MAG I NO • : 0 4116 7 5 711 

Architect/Builder : Simmonsom & Pietsch/Henry Smith & Sons 
Style ~(if approp·riate) : 

Description: 

This three story high stone building features a l arge central arch and a wealth 
of ornamental detail . The first floor storefron~ is made of cast iron and 
features narrow bands of intricate detailing . A modernized aluminum frame glass 
door is protected by an awning and is flanked by segmentally arched show windows 
with transom's. Ornamental panels to the sides of the storefront display a 
caduceus de'sign a nd are surmounted by large scroll brckets supporting a balcony 
above the ·first floor storefront. Below the balcony, a plastic Wendy

1

s sign 
hides the a·riginal Horn and Horn letterin'g. The facia of the balcony is 
decorated with gi.lilloche molding and the r ·aili ng displays the letter "H." Above 
the balcony is a two story high compound arch filled with one over one windows, 
transoms forming the arch and ornamental panels at the third floor level 
featuring putt i and the letter "H" with a shield and crown. Intricate detailing 
is located at the mullions between windows. Three bands of circular molding and 
a fourth with patera form the compound arch t hat is capped by a scrolled 
keystone which also displays the letter, "H." The spandrels of the arch are 
decorated with carved faces inside of wreaths and foliated ornamentation . Above 
the arch is an ornately carved modillion block cornice. A pediment projects 
above the cornice displaying the ·sign "HORN" and a date stone 'finial (1908) 
capping this elaborately decorated f acad'e. 

Sig.nfficance : 
Area : Architecture Level : Local 

This is the most highly decorative small commer'cial structures in the Financial 
District . It is · in relatively intact condition and displays a level of 
craftmanship in its elaborate ornamentation that is rarely s een i n downtown 
Bal~imor·e. Designed as a restaurant for Horn a nd Horn , an earlier drawing shows 
a different , slightly less decorative de'sign. The degree of ornamentation on 
this building may reflect some of the work of Theodore Wells Pietsch. Pietsch 
de'signed two early movie theatres , the Elecktra and Excelsior, which had the 
most flamboyant facades of any movie house in Baltimore (sadly , neither 
survive). The Horn and Horn restaurant was a Bal'timore· institution for most of 
the twentieth century. Open twenty-four hours a day; it was a popular meeting 
ground of Bal'timoreans ranging from City Hall politicians to patrons of the 
Block. 

Sources : Maryland Institute Scrapbook; BDR 2/9/1907 & 3/9/1907 
Surveyor and Date: ·Fred B. Shaken, May 1985·. 
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Md. Institute Scrapbook- Original drawing is located in 

the Peale Museum. 
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Baltimore Financ ial Distr i ct Survey 
Baltimore ( City), Maryland 

B-1167 Horn and Horn Building 
304 East Baltimore Street 
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B- 1167 
Horn & Horn 
304 E. Baltimore Street 
Financial District -Metrocenter Survey 
Baltimore (City), Maryland 
Photo: Fred Shoken 
Date: October 
Neg.lee .: Maryland Historical Trust 
South elevation 


