
BALTIMORE METROCENTER SURVEY 

AREA : Fina~cial District 

Address : 101 East Ba ltimore Stree t 
Cur rent Name : McDonald 's 

Lot size : 34· x 68 ' 
Materials : Brick 

SURVEY NO . : B-1177 

MAGI NO.: 041177571 1 

Block : 649 Lot: 3/4 
Height : 6 stories 
Condition : Good 
Use : Restaurant/Of fices 
De·signation: None 

Owner : McDonald 's Corporati on 
Accessible: Yes 
Liber/Folio : SEB 248- 945 

Historic Name: Thomas ffuilding 
Date : 1904 
Architect /Builder: El'licott & Emmart/B . F . Bennett 
Style (if a ppropri ate): French Renais sance 

Descript i on : 

This s i x story high corner building features a mansard roof , projecting bay 
windows and two t one bri ck wal l 's . The Baltimore Stree t f acade is two bays wide 
and the Light St reet el avation is five bays wide . The first floor has bean 
altered by a McDonald 's restaurant wit h buff brick wal l s , long vertical windows , 
a recessed aluminum and glass entrance and a new a wni ng . A simple dentilled 
cornice i s located above the new storefront design . The entrance to the upper 
floors l ocated at the southernmost bay of the Light Street e l evation i ncludes a 
simple entabl ature with a pronounced keyston·e . Above the first floor, both 
e l avations are defined by rus·ticated buff brick corner s and red brick walls 
around t he projecting bay windows . The bays feature one over one windows and 
circular pedimants at the s econd floor. Buff brick is us ed at the base of the 
second floor and above and be l ow the fourth floor lev.31. Large three part 
s egmental l y arched windows punctuate the fi f th f l oor l evel . Sma l l er one over 
one windows with spl ayed stone lintels and pronounced ke ystones are on the ends 
of the Light St r eet facad'e . A fire escape is located along these windows on the 
northern end of this el eva'tion . A dentilled cornice with l arge consoles at the 
ends support the slate mansa rd roof. Ornate pedimented dormer s each f eaturi ng a 
l a r ge cartouche decorate the mansard roof above the projecti ng bay windows. The 
dormer s on the ends of the Light St reet fac 2.de are less ornate and feature r ound 
pediments . 

Si gnificance : 
Area : Architec t ure Lev~l: Local 

This bu i lding is unique among post- Fire structures primarily for its mansard 
roof and projecting bay window·s . During the Bal timore Fire many build i ngs were 
destroyed when fire enter ed t hrough mansa r d roofs and pro j ecting bay wi ndows . 
After t he 'fire , v ery few bui ldings were constructed with these architectura l 
e l em3nts . The only other corner building designed with a mansard roof was the 
Emerson Hotel . The post-Fi re buildings with bowed wi ndows have the windows 
recessed within the building walls . This is one of the f1~w buildings with l a r ge 
bay wi ndows projecting above the sidewal k . Wi th the construction of new high 
rise buildings across Ba ltimore Stree t and t he existi ng Maryland Nctional 
Building across Light Stree t , this i s the last small building built i mmediately 
after t he Bal timore Fire a t t his intersection . This buil ding housed an 
i mportant drugstore, Thomas and Thompson f or most of the twentieth century. 

Sources : BS 6/28 / 1904 p . 7 c . 2-4 (ill ustrat ion) ; BS 7/22 /1904 p . 11 c. 2 
(permit· i s sued') . 
Surveyor and Date : Fred B. Shaken , May 198 5 . 
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TH014AS ANO THOl.IPSON BUILDING, 10 BE ERC.CTEO AT THE SOUTHEAST CORNER OF BALTIMORE ANO LIGHT STREHS 
• 

Tbe aboY• picture •bow• the new 1toN1 
and olllce bulldtoc wblcb I• to be tN!Ct-d 
J<>lotl1 b7 Thomas & Tbomp9011 and the 
rtt•too utate at tbe soutbc...,t cvroer ot 
811Jtlmore and Light at,nt'll!. The c<>n· 
tract b.u 11lrc1utr he.en 11w.ardeol lo 9 . P'. 
BellDUt. The butldlog trltl ha~c 11 front• 
are of"iW tttt 6 lncbe• on Balth.1utt •t~ 
and 118 h•t O locbe.i on Lhibt •treet aud 
wlU be els 1t<>rlel bl!Jb. Tbe stornoo10, 
O<'Copylug the cmlre tint !loor. wlll be 
ban4.Mtmet:r turnl1b"•d In m11b01r-1n1 11nd 
sold ao<I wtll ~ oile of the lorgnt and 
lln.:at e')ulrrf'<I druc atoru In t!1<' coontry. ---· . 

On the a<>ntb 1lde, 'leer the front, will be 
a lar;e eoda-water tonntat!I. A member 
ot the ftrm aald Tettterday that the qnea
tlon ot u1"n1e •rna not being ron1ldered 
In the Interior turnlAblng ot thl.o - room., 
th• one ohJttt In ~lew bf\lni; " <'omplute 
atore u! the l:lnd. There wtll boe ll gal~Q' 
ArOUQd thr~ •ldet o( t!H! llOr<', llDd the 
prtnte olllceo ot the llrm will b<i l<Xated 
tb~re. 

The llu ~orlff abo•e wlll l>e 11rran1ed 
for u!lkea. and tb) o..-nua ba,·e wrrnaced 
to let these lloora entire ur 1ub<Jlvt1led. aa 
rtc•lred. Tbe olllc-a1 ,..HI all- ua'"e tar~ 

bay ... ·tndowa. -Entrance to tb• olllce P<>l'
ttoo ot the l>olldtnir wlll be oo U;;l.ct •tl"ttt. 
All tle<:trlc eluator will nio to tbe top 
ot tbe hulldlntr. wlllch wlll be tlreproof 
tbroui;b.o at. Tt.e e.s.terlor ha• ~n c~ 
tul(J' atu<lled aod 11·111 be carTi.U out In 
two •badee of brick. wltb 'tHTa~tt.a 

trtmmlap, IQ a trH ba ndll!l& of th .. 
•·renc b Reoal911ao<>e. The 111~i.anrd roof 
''"Ill be of 1late. Tb,. 1tructu~ wlll be 
IH)ulp(~d wltb •tandplpe aod bowt- conn
Uon on ucb "ll°"r 11nd oa tbe 1eof. &•U· 
cou .t Em.mart art Ula an:bltecta. 

~~~~~~======== 

Baltimore Sun June 28, 1904 p. 2 c. 2-4. 
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B-1177 
Thomas Building 
101 E. Baltimore Street 
Block 0649 Lot 003 
Baltimore City 
Baltimore East Quad 
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B-1177 
Thomas Building 
101 E. Baltimore Street 
Financial District-Metrocenter Survey 
Baltimore (City) , Maryland 
Photo: Caroline Hardy 
Date: June 1985 
Neg.lee. : Maryland Historical Trust 
Northwest corner view 
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