
BALTIMOR E METROC ENT ER SURVEY 

AR EA : Financia l District 

Address : 5 Li ght Street 
Cur rent Name : 

Block : 649 Lot: 2 
Height : 11 stories 
Condition : Good 
Use : O:ffices 

Lot size: 40 x 147 
Mate'rials : Brick 
Owner: Five Light Street 
Accessible : Yes 

SURVEY NO.: B-1188 

MAGI NO. : 0411885711 

Ltd. Part . 

oe·signa·tion: None Liber/Folio : RHB 3650-360 

Historic Name : C & P Telephone Building 
Date: 1905 
Architect/Builder : Eidlitz & McKenzie (New York) 
Style (if appropriate) : 

Description: 

This el even story high, t hree bay wid e brick building with stone trim features 
rusticated brick work on the first two floors . Stone quoins s urround the 
openings and de'f i ne the corners of the base of the building . The ·main entrance 
is set into a stone surr ound with large end brackets and simple ent abl ature at 
the south end of the building . A large a l uminum frame wi ndow and modern 
entrance to a bank a re located at st r eet l evel. The second floor features one 
over one windows with stone sills and lintel~ . A plain cornice complet es the 
base of the building . On the next five floors , the buff brick walls are 
punctuated by one over one windows set i nto slightly projecting brick surr ounds 
with spl ayed lintels and pronou~ced keystone·s . Rus·t icated brick pilasters a bove 
decorated stone brackets define the e i ghth and ni ··;th floors. The t enth floor 
ends i n a l a r ge corbell ed brick cornice with l arge ornament a l end brackets . The 
last t wo floors of the building are more sparsely decorated . Simple pilasters 
flank r ecessed one over one windows endi::g i n a plain cornice and central 
flagpol'e. 

Signifi cance : 
Area : Architect ure Lev ~l: Local 

This building was built for the Chesapeake a nd Potomac Tel ephone Company . The 
architects were the New York firm of Eidlitz and McKenzie, who are best known 
for the Old New York Times Building . The build i ng was originally nine stories 
high . The l ast two floors were added in 1926 . The design of thes e top two 
floors are not a s orna t e as the original ni~e floors of the building . Today, 
the building i s s omewhat overshadowed by the ad j oining Southern Hotel. Al though 
t hey are r elatively the same hei ght, the Southern Hotel is locat ed at t he 
prominent corner of Redwood and Light Street's . 

Sources: BS 5/26/1905 p. 9 c. 3 (article); Power Pictorial 4/1926 p . 17 
Surveyor and Date : Fred B. Shoken, July 1985 . 
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B-1188 Old C & P Telephone Co . Bldg . 
5 Light Street 

: 

--

1 'I ( 

i 

11 
!'.ii !E'J 
I j61 

·m 
'Ell 

' m 

' ' ~· .. 
0 ,. -
i: 
1. .....-
1·t I 11 • ......... 



B-1188 
Old C&P Telephone Company Building 
5 Light Street 
Block 0649 Lot 002 
Baltimore City 
Baltimore East Quad 
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C & P Telephone Building 
5 Light Street 

B-1188 

Financial District-Metrocenter Survey 
Baltimore (City) , Maryland 
Photo : Fred Shoken 
Date: October 1983 
Neg.loc. : Maryland Histor ical Trust 
West elevation 


