
BALTIMORE l~ETROCENTER SURVEY SURV EY NO .: B- 1201 

AREA : Financial District MAGI NO .: 0412015711 

Address : 5 South Street 
Current Name : Hyland Plasma Center 

Lot size : 74 x 91 Block : 1348 Lot : 3 
Height : 4 stqries 
Condition: Good 
Use : Office 
Designation : None 

Materials : Brick & Terra Cotta 
Owner : Harlan CFR Associates 
Accessible : Yes 
Liber/Folio : SEB 475-2 

Historic Name : Abell Building 
Date : 1904 
Architect/Builder : Delano and Aldrich 
Style (if appropriate) : 

Description : 

The Abell Building is located at the southeastern corner of Baltimore and South 
Streets , one block south of City Hall . It is four stories high , five bays wide 
on the Baltimore Street facade and four bays wide on the South Street facade . 
The pressed brick walls and terra cotta decoration have been painted white . The 
Baltimore Street facade has storefronts on the first floor . The pediment~d 

entrance to the upper floors is located on the South Street facade . Two story 
high arched openings wi th lion head keystones are flanked by three story high 
pilasters . The brick pilasters are capped with unique capitals of rams heads 
and festoons emblazoned with the letter "A." A cornice originally surmounted 
the pilasters . The pairs of windows on the fourth floor are divided by large 
terra cotta cartouches . A small cornice caps the facade. The interior has been 
altered to some degree by dropped ceilings ; it is not knovm how much original 
interior decoration survives . 

Significance : 
Area : Architecture Level : Local 

The Abel l Building is significant for its highly detailed exterior . Many 
details such as the pi laster capitals are unique in Baltimore . The building was 
designed by the same firm responsible for the Walters Art Gallery, Delano and 
Aldrich . This nationally i mportant architectural firm also designed the 
Armistead Hotel (destroyed) . Delano and Aldrich designed this building to 
ha rmonize with the earlier Safe Deposit and Trust Company to the south . This 
building primarily housed insurance firms , real estate agents and l awyers , 
however the noteworthy pharmaceutical establishment of Morgan and Millard was 
located h ere from 1905 until the 1960s . The building is also associated with 
the capitalist and art enthusiast , William T. Walters, who maintained an office 
in this building until his death . 

Sources : BS 8/10 / 1904 p . 7 ; The Brickbuilder , vol. 15 no . 10 . 
Surveyor and Date : Fred B. Shoken-, March 1985·. 
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Baltimore Financial District Survey 
5 South Street 

The Sun Iron Building which stood on this site before the Baltimore 
Fire from: The Monumental City p. 57. 

THE SUN IRON BUILDING, 
S. E. Corner of Baltimo1·e and South Street$, 

BAI ... TlJ\lORE, MD. 
~~~~ .... --~~~ 

~~- OFFICE OF THE DAILY A.ND WEEKLY SUN, 
rt TBlt BEST AND CHEAPEST NEWl!PA:PERS PU11LlSilED. 

c: Daily circulation larger tha11- all the other city morning papera combined-am~· 
;. . quently unrioolled tU an ad-cerlising me.dittm. 
~; TERMS-Dar'ly Sufi,, $6for 12 montha/ $3for 6 months; $1.50for S montha. 
~. Weekly Sttn, $1.50/or 12 fM'Tlfha; $1fqr 6 month.a-in ad1'<1nce. 
~ A. 8. ABELL & 00., PROPRlgTORS.· · , . 
..... .,; 
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Abell Building 

Bal t i more Sun , August 10 , 1904 , p . 7 
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STRUCTURE FOR A . S. ABELL ESTATE ON SITE OF SUN IRON B U ILDING ~ 

T he abon la an mu:tratloD of t b t t our - lllA)rt aired 40 t .. t 1reettr tba11 that o f th• . D• poalt &11d ·rruet Compa117, wbkb ad- ~«~~ u at tbe IMluJhwHt corHoi- , lU-
a tor olllc. 'bulldlDI to be erec:ttd 011 t b• 8 0 11 Iron Dulldlos, u t t wlll tate le lot joh11 on t h• aoutb. All wbo baYI llffD t he . mort and Hollld•T rutei. tli•,.'.J4#. od 

1 th th 807 !:aot Baltimore lltreel., a11d lot 800 Eut aketcb of t bo bulldlor ban pronounced It lb.vt11111 Bank will ~rttt ao 01'11&11\•lasl,.. 
...,lit ot Ille 8t7M Jron B~llQIDJ, a t • llOO • Ball llnore 1lrttt. Lot 809 WU ow11fd bz a moat artt1tlc dUll(D, and b7 t bll treet· . 1tor1 b&nklo1 boa..: 
wt cornu of Baltlm.or. a11d Bout~ • l rMt•, )In. J. I..07, but It baa been ucbaogfd tor mtut tho IMlutbeut corner of Baltimore · '· The front .-all• of tb.• new 1trnctnr. 
b7 t he Id• ~poalt a o4 TN1t Compan7, lot 811 l':a•t BaltlJDor• 1lr~t. the pro~r11 a oJ . lloutb 1tr..ett will prufnt one ot t be o! tile Abell ectate wlll bt faced ...-ttb rtcl 
u trualff tor tb• A. S. Abell otate. Al ot Ibo A. S . .4btll e•tat•. Tbl1 rtn1 a com· mo•t plculnr 1-ar c11 lo tb• whole ch7. Mr1: .. Roman brlrt, witll tura-wtta trlmmlll('ll of 
heretofore annouoced,, Ill• 111w bom• ot blnfd troota11• 011 BaJilmore •l~et ot 91 Levy, 'li'bo now owo• lot 311 Kut Bal tl· t be 1ame ebad&. Tb• bullcllo• will contah• 
Tmr: Sox wlll be li><i ted at t be 1011tbwut !ef't. , ' moro 1lred, bu •Jl'«*I to u~t a bolldlo1 38 omcu ud will be eotlrel7 flr•proot In 
coroer of Daltlmoro and Cbarlt1 1trecte. 'Tile nrw bul1Jlo1 wilt front oo South o! •lmllar btl•bt. 4 1 a ruult the aoutb rooatructloo. Tbt 1a&Urlal a nd workman. 

Tbe oew oO\ce bulldtns 011 tb• old 1lt• of 1trff t 7i feet. In dHl111 It wlll barmool&• 1ldt of ll1l1lmort atre<>t bctweell 8out b and, 1blp will be ol tbe best. Tbt bulldlor wUI 
Tu ., wlll bot a troo1114re on .Jl&lll· wa'tb th• l111po1lo1 1lructur• of th• l!alt llollld&J alrttu will &!ford a banoooloaa · be rud7 tor occupanc7 b7 F t bnlal'J 1. 

· · - ... i' -



I• 

.. · 

\ 
\ 
\ 

,, 
~ . } 
~ ·"'•. 

.. 

\ . 

\ 

' ' 

-

THE BRICKBUILDER. 

B-1 'Z.. 0 I VOL. 15, NO. 10. 

Baltimore Financial District Survey 
5 South St r eet 
Abell Buil ding 

PLATE 132. 
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Baltimore Financial District Survey 
Baltimore (City), Maryland 

B-1201 Abell Building 
5 South Street 
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B-1201 
Abell Building (Hyland Plasma Center, site of Sun Iron Building) 
5 South Street 
Sanborn Map 1914, Volume 4, Sheet 318 
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B-1201 
Abell Building (Hyland Plasma Center, site of Sun Iron Building) 
5 South Street 
Sanborn Map 1952, Volume I A, Sheet 44A 

A - "S. ra . . . T _ . ' . -.. • . .. i $ 
· ;·. RBEL. B!o~ .. , 

.. Fire Proof" Consfr'ly.' · ; / -
. . IJ UIL T /305 . . I 

.sr~~z. ceu.s . .& lll!lfM.S. cbM:'. -
• FU. 6.. RF. a'lt. WALC.J .l!l ' 
-q~-'~~:tt'1 .. ~ ... 
ENT/f. I,.£, . • .. ... i..: 

~ -~"' . . ~ ... 
-,-,.,.r, 'i'Krrt CR4f1'fl~ · J: 

. I ~I" 
" · $. . I - ~' 

·~ 

p IV I 

"' ... 

2 e• 
~ 

f"URN~SS : Ho. 
~ O~FICE$ 

,.,. 

N 

.$7,.tL ~01..S A. 8~!.J.IM.$ 

~ 

c 

.rw.P 



B-1201 
Abell Building (Hyland Plasma Center, site of Sun Iron Building) 
5 South Street 
Block 1348 Lot 001 
Baltimore City 
Baltimore East Quad 
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B-H-fr2"' 
Abell Building lt:Xo l 
5 South Street 
Financial District-Metrocenter Survey 
Baltimore (City), Maryland 
Photo: Fred Shoken 
Date: October 1983 
Neg . loc.: Maryland Historical Trust 
West elevation 


