
BALTIMORE ~ETROCENTER SURVEY 

AR EA : Financia l Distr ict 

Addr ess: 19- 21 South St reet 
Current Name : Furness House 

SURV EY NO.: B-1204 

MAGI NO.: 0412045711 

Block : 1348 Lot : 7 
He i ght : 2 s t or ies 
Condition : Good 
Use: Offices 
De·signation : None 

Lot size : 55 ' x 146' 
Materia l s : Br ick and limestone 
Owner :Maryland Rea lty Co. 
Accessible : Yes 
Liber /Folio : RHB 2807- 228 

Histo·ric Name : Furnes s House 
Date : 1917 
Architect/Builder: Edward H. Glidden 
Styl e (if appropriate): English Pa lladian 

Descript ion : 

The Fur ness House is a two story high, three ba y wide Pall adia n style structure 
featuring a central arcade and decorative stone de tailing . The cent r a l entrance 
is reces sed behind an iron gate and two Dor ic columns . A ma in ( door wit h 
sidelights and t wo side doors lead into t he builaing . All of the doors have 
arched f anlights and are made up of small glass pane s . Flanking the centra l 
entrance are l arge three part multi-pane windows with mullions featuring engaged 
columns . Carved into t he limestone of the first floor a t the southern cor ner 
near a ·simple cor nice is the name of the architect , E. H. Glidden . The brick 
second floor is defined by a l a r ge central a rched window and fluted stone 
pil asters s upporting a n orna menta l pediment . The arched window features an iron 
r a iling , engaged Doric columns , a fanlight, wood and gla s s Fre nch windows , and a 
large stone arch with delicate trim replicating a f a n light design . On the 
ent ablature of the pediment above the central window, the na me "FVRNESS HOVSE" 
is carved . Within the pediment is a marble t ablet displaying the figure of a 
s phinx. The sides of the s econd floor f eature s mal ler arched windows and side 
windows with a stone garland a bove the window . A smal l dentill ed band and stone 
coping wa n · is capped by urn fin ials to complete the facade . The r ear Commer ce 
Stree t side of the building is s i milar in design a s the f r ont . The manager 's 
off ice on the s econd floor f r ont of the inter ior is noteworthy for its ornate 
plaster work. 

SignHicance : 
Area : Ar chitec ture Level : Loca l 

The Furnes s House and Hansa Haus are similar in that each was built for a 
steamship company and designed in the native architectural style of the company. 
Since this building was built for Fur ness Withy and Compa ny , one of the gr eat 
steamship enterpr ises of Great Britain, it was designed in a traditiona l English 
style . It i s one of the finest buildings i n the Financial District and has a 
strai ght forward, classical design with refined deta iling . The Furness House is 
one of five buildings in the Finan·cial District that is designed as a revi val of 
a particular foreign architecural style. It repres ents the finest in English 
architectural traditions . The other four post-Baltimore Fire revi valist style 
bui l dings are : Savings Bank of Baltimore (Greek Temple), Five Lexington Street 
(Dutch), Hansa Haus (Germanic) , and Macht Building (French Rennaisance). The 
Furness House is one the finest works of E. H. Glidden , an important local 
archi tec·t . The carving of his name on the facade may i ndicate the pride which 
he took i n this design . 

Sources : American Architect 2 /19/1919 ·p·~ 272 . 
Surveyor and Date : Fred B. Shoken , April 1985· ~ 
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Baltimore Financia l District Surve y, 19- 21 South Street , Furness House 

THE AMERICAN ARCHITECT 
V OL. CX\I, NO. 2252 FEllRUARY 19, 1919 
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Baltimore Financial District Survey 
Baltimore (City), Maryland 

Furness House 
19-21 South Street 

--.- -



B-1204 
Furness House 
19.21 South Street 
Block 1348 Lot 007 
Baltimore City 
Baltimore East Quad 
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19- 21 South Street 
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