
BALTIMORE r1~TROCENTER SURVEY 

AREA : Financial Distr i ct 

Address : 306-8 Water Stree t 
Current Name : Donel l y Building 

SURVEY NO. : B-1207 

MAGI NO.: 041207 5711 

Bl ock: 1348 Lot: 10 
Height : 2 stori es 
Condition : Good 

Lot size : 53 ' x 68 ' 
Materials : Brick and stone 

Use : Insurance off ice 
Designation : None 

Owner : Maur y, Donnelly and Parr , Inc. 
Accessi bl e : Yes 
Liber / Fol i o : MLP 6628-378 

Historic Name : Donnel l y Building 
Date : 1905 
Architect / Builder : Tormey and Leach 
Style (if appropr i ate ) : 

Description: 

This two story high building located at t he northwest corner of Commerce and 
Water Streets has a diagonal ly cut corner en t ranc'e. Above a f light of gr anite 
steps the aluminum and glass door entrance is surmounted by an exaggerat ed, 
l arge ped iment wi t h scroll end brackets and keystones. A sliding painted metal 
door hides the n ew entr ance doors when the building i s c.losed . Above t h,e 
entrance and pedi ment is a l arge arch t hat has been fi ll ed in. Stone quoins 
surround the corner entrance and the side corners of the building . Above a high 
stone basement level are large three part arched wi ndows on both sides of th e 
building . A secondary entrance i s locat ed along the northern bay of t he 
Commerce Stree t side. This entrance is also set into a bracketed s t one 
surround, but i s s ur mounted by an iron ba lcony displaying the lett ers "M" and 
"D. 11 The second f l oor fea t ues two part windows wi t h iron balconi es above stone 
brackets . A large modillion cor nice caps this tan br ick and light brown stone 
design . 

Significance : 
Area: Ar chitecture Level : Local 

This biJildling is still occupi ed by Maury and Donnelly, an insurance fi r m that 
built i t in 1905 . An early drawing of the building shows a more ornate design 
with engaged columns between the windows . The existing structure is a s l ightl y 
simpler desi gn than the bulding as or i g i nally conceived. The building i s 
unusual for· its cut corner entrance . Most buildings built after the fire did 
not have cut corners. The building is a contr i buting element of the Financia l 
District . 

Sources: Maryl and Ins·tit ute Scrapbook; BDR 10/28 /1905 ; BDH 1/27/1906. 
Surveyor and Date : Fred B. Shaken , April 1985~ . 
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Financial District-Metrocenter Survey 
Baltimore (City), Maryland 
Photo: Fred Shoken 
Date: October 1983 
Neg.loc .: Maryland Historical Trust 
Southeast corner view 


