
BALTIMORE METROCENTER SURVEY 

AR EA : 
1
Financial District 

Address : 109 East Redwood Street 
Current Name : MTA Headquarters 

Lot size : 63 x 71 
Materi als : Stone 

SURVEY NO . : B-1220 

MAGI NO .: 0412205711 

Block : 661 Lot: 16A 
Height : 6 stori es 
Condition: Good 
Use : Office 
Designation : None 

Owner: Lightwood Associates 
Accessible: Yes 
Liber/Folio: WA 3917-591 

Historic Name : Sun Life Insurance Company 
Date : 1916 
Architect/Builder: Louis Levi 
Style (if appropriate): 

Description : 

The Sun Life Building is six stories high and five bays wide on the front 
Redwood Street facade. The first floor features a round pedimented entranceway 
with columns, shield and floral ornamentation flanked by two blan~ panels . The 
end bays were originally one over one windows with stone hoods, but the we stern 
end bay has been altered into a doorway which now functions as the main 
entrance. Engaged Corinthian col umns and fluted pilasters span the second arid 
third floors between the three part fixed pane upper floor windows. The three 
central bays are recessed and feature bowed windows . A small balustrade is 
located at the sills of the second floor windows, while the fenestration on the 
third floor has bracketed sills. A pl ain cornice i s located above the third 
floor . The architectural design on the fourth and fifth f loors repeats that of 
the previous floors, but the capitals of the columns and pilasters are flo~al 

Ioni~. Another cor nice caps the fifth floor . Arched windows are located at the 
sixth floor between simple pilasters. Shields decorate the spandrels which are 
surmounted by a cornice and parapet with balustrade . The initials "S L I C 0 A" 
are located on the parapet , as well as a sunburst motif. The letters stand for 
Sun Life Insurance Company of Americ·a . The front facade wraps around to the 
first bay of the side elevation, which is finely articulated but lacks the 
exuberance of the front f acade . 

Significance : 
Area : Architecture Level: Local 

The Sun Life Insurance Company Building was originally designed to be a four 
'story structure, but it was increased to six stories before construction. The 
repitition of the fourth and fifth floors appears a bit awkward and is probably 
indicative of the change in plans for the building . The structure would have a 
more attrac·tive appearance if these floors were omitted . Neverthe l ess , the 
building remains an i mportant element of the streetscape along Redwood Street, 
the finest early twentieth century streetscape in the Financi al District. The 
Sun Life Insurance Company was founded in 1890 as the Immediate Benefit 
Associa-tion of Bal timor·e . The name was changed in 1916 , the same year this 
building was constructed. In 1966, the firm moved to the new Sun Life Building 
at Charles Center . Although the building is occupied by the MTA at this 
writing, the building will soon be vacated when the MTA moves to Market Center. 
A careful restoration of this building could make it an important asset along 
Redwood Street . 

Sources : BDR 2/5/1916; BDR 3/24/1916 (Article~ indicate a four story building, 
but Sun Life offi"cials confirm that Levi was the architect ~nd the original plan 
was for a smaller building.) . 
Surveyor and Date : Fred B. Shoken , March 1985. 
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