
BALTIMORE M:=TROC ENTER SURVEY SURVEY NO.: B- 1222 

AREA : Financia l District MAGI NO .: 04 12225 711 

Address : 26 South Calvert Stre 3t 
Cur r ent Name : 

Block : 661 Lot: 2/3 
Height: 12 stories 
Condition : Good 
Use : Of fices 
Designation: None 

Lot size: 40' x 156' 
Materials : Limestone 
Owner : Shamrock Associates 
Accessible : Yes 
Liber/Folio : CWM 4038-345 

Historic Name : United 'States Fidelity and Guarantee Company 
Date: 1921- 1929 
Architect/Builder : Wyat t and Nolting 
Style (if appropriate) : 

Description : 

This twel ve story high limestone build i ng i s only a single bay wide . The first 
floor entrance f eatures a broken pedi m.:nt with oculus window supported by long 
end brackets . A modern glass door entrance is s urmounted by a round awnL-_g and 
grin . Above the entrance are two date stones depicting 1920 and 1896 i n Roman 
numerals . Thre~ one over one windows are located on the third floor . An 
incised l etter sign stating, "United Stat es Fidelity and Guar ..:.nt ee . " is locat ed 
above tha third floor 'window's . Two shields for USF&G flank the fourth floor 
windows . The r em'ainder of the facade is made up of a vertica l band of windows 
f eaturing four, one over one windows on each floor . A round pediment is located 
above the central two windows of the f i f th floor . A parapet wall with open 
arches compl etes the facade . This building is conr ected to 131 East Redwood 
Street end 31-35 Grant Street (117 Wat er Stre~t) by bridges at t h3 scv ~nth floor 
l evel . 

Signi ficance : 
Area : Architecture Leve l : Loca l 

This building was built as an .ex for USF&G which was i n :· e ~·d of more of::' ice 
space l es s than fi f teen years c:.fter its Redwood Street buildi ng was comple t ·.:::d . 
This bui lding was first built in 1921 as a sev ~n s tor y str ucture , but in 1929 
another five stories wer3 adde·(: . This expansio;: i'S ind ~. cative of the growth 
t aking pl ace for USF&G . The company dates from 1896 . I t is the l argest 
insurance company in the City and one of the l argest natio;,c.lly known 
corporations headquar ter ed in Baltimore . USF&G occupied this bu i lding until 
their new building at the L :ner Har bor was compl .)t ed in thG early 1970s . 

Sources : BS 6/8/1920 p . 17 c. l ; -BoR 12/4/1928; Power Pi ctprial 7/1929 p . 44 . 
Sur veyor and Date : Fred B. Shoken, July 1985 
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