
BALTIMORE METROCENTER SURVEY 

AR EA : Financial District 

Address : 201-207 East Redwood Street 
Current Name: Keyser Bui l ding 

Block: 662 Lot: 12 Lot size: 100 x 110 
Height : 10 stories Materials : Limestone 
Condition: Good Owner: Calvert & 
Use : Offices Accessible : 
Designation: None Liber/Folio: 

Historic Name: Keyser Building 
Date: 1905 

Yes 
SEB 

Redwood 

214-645 

Architect/Builder : Wyatt & Nolting/Broderick & Wind 
Style (if appropriate) : 

Description : 

SURVEY NO .: B-1239 

MAGI NO·: 041239 5 711 

II Lim . Part. 

Located at the southeastern corner of Calvert and Redwood Str eets, the Keyser 
Building is a ten story high limestone, off ice building with geometrica l 
detailing and vertical bands of three part windows. It is seven ·bays wide on 
the front Redwood Street facade and five bays wide on the Calvert Street 
elevation. The central entrance is set into an ornamental bracketed surroun,d 
with decora·tive geometri c , and egg and dart molding . Storefronts flank th e 
entrance to the building on the first floor . The first and second floors are 
made of rusticated stone with a granite base . The five central bays feature 
three part segmentally arched windows with narrow Corinthian columns at the 
windows. The end bays have single one over one aluminum windows. Geometric 
ornamentation completes the s econd floor. The building walls of the upper 
floors are punctuated by three par t windows in the center and two grouped one 
over one windows on the ends. An elaborate iron bal cony a t the tenth floor 
level has been removed leaving a narrow cornice . One over one windows grouped 
in two's are surmounted by geometric molding , brackets and a decorative parapet 
to complete the building. The Calvert Street facade features similar styl ing as 
t he Redwood Street front facad e . 

Significance : 
Area : Architecture Level: Local 

.The Keyser Build i ng i s significant as one of the larger office buildings 
constructed immediately after the Baltimore Fire . It was also d i stinctive for 
some unusual arch i tectural features. The building features a propensity of 
geometr i c ornamentation rather than the Classical detailing which was common on 
post-Fire building's . I t a l so lacked a formal cornice . I nstead , a l arge , 
bracketed iron balcony ran a long the entire 10th floor level . The removal of 
this balcony and the upper floor cast iron window mullions have alter ed the 
physical appearance of the buildi ng considerably . The build ing, however , 
retains· it fine geometric stone detailin·g . Directly in front of the building is 
a cannon ball on a stand from the Battle of Baltimore at Fort McHenry . It was 
saved by a member of the Keyser family and later placed in front of this 
building . 

Sources : Maryland Institute Scrapbook ; BS 3/24/1905 p . 10 c. 6 (permit issued). 
Surveyor and Date : Fred B. Shaken, April 1985 . 
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B-1239 
Keyser Building 
201 - 207 E. Redwood Street 
Financial District- Metrocenter Survey 
Baltimore (City).~ Maryland 
Photo: Fred Shoken 
Date : October 1983 
Neg . loc.: Maryland Historical Trust 
Northwest corner view 


