
BALTIMOR E METROCENTER SURVEY 

AREA: Financia l District 

Address: 24-28 South St reet 
Current Name: Union Trust Ba nk 

8 Lot size: 57' x 106 ' 
Materials: Limestone 

SURV EY NO.: B-1242 

MAGI NO.: 0412L1-25712 

Block: 662 
Height: 1 
Cond i tion: 

Lot: 
story 
Good 

Use : Bank 
Designation: None 

Owner: Union Trust Co. of Md. 
Accessible : Yes 
Liber/Folio: MLP 6793-321 

Historic Name : National Bank of Commerce 
Date: 1901 
Architect/Buil der : Baldwin & Pennington 
Style (if appropriate ): French Renaissance 

Description: 

This one story high bank building features a huge central arch flanked by 
smaller arched windows at the first floor side's. The granite basement leve l i s 
punctuated by two windows protected by iron grills . A night deposit box 
projecting from the building walls has been installed at the northern bay . A 
small flight of granite steps leads to three bronze and glass doors with a three 
part transom . A plastic Union Trust sign i s located above these doors. Above 
the entrance is a l arge painted over arched window. The entire entranceway is 
set into a forty foot high arch with colossal engaged columns , Ionic capital s , 
foliated brackets and a central ornate cartouche. The small side arched windows 
are also flanked by columns and each display a sma ller cartouche. Blank panels 
are located above these s i de windows . A modillion block cornice and para pet 
with balusters and central sign completes this highly ornate facade . The 
interior of the building has been altered by a drop ceiling, however many 
original architectural elements remain including a marble floor , large basement 
vaul t , panelled managers office and a bronze banister. 

Si gnificance : 
Area : Architecture Level : Local 

This building· is s i gnificant as one of the many fine bank buildings i n the 
Financial Di strict and a building which survived the Baltimore Fire. The small 
size of t he building r eflects an era when banks did not require much office 
space. The greatest need was for a single large, well~lit banking space with a 
few side office's . By build i ng a small building on valuable downtown l a nd the 
banks were making a statement of their financial security. A strong bank did 
not have to build a high-rise office building and rent out space as an 
investment, i nstead they could build a distinctiv e architectural statement on a 
small scale . Their financ i a l stability was such that they could forgo the 
prof it of building a sky-scraper as an investment . Also these smal l buildings 
proved to be safer during the Baltimore Fire . A half dozen, one or two story 
bank buildings survived the fire fair l y intac"t . The high rise offices that 
survived the f i re were totally gutted on the· interio'r. This bank like many of 
the early bank buildings has been altered on the inte·rior . The ce iling has been 
dropped , but no second floor or mezza'nine l eve l has been added . It may stil l be 
possible to restore the size of the banking space in the future . 

Sources : BS 8/14/1901 (illustration); BS 8/1/1902 p. 7 . c . 4 (opening) ; AR 
8/1907 
Surveyor and Date : Fred B. Shoken , May 1985 . 
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NEV'T B.ANK OF CO:r.<!:r.<!EROE B"O':tLP:tr-TG 
A.ctlTf!' wo rk Upt>O the Pf'"" t>ulldl o,; whlr.b 

tbe :\::itJOnftJ ll~.nk O( (' l'l. Ul[Utt rc~ 11 ~oJ ng 

t(> ~r~ct uoon lu pmpert7 at So.a. 24 a nd 26 

~ontb •ff~t J• to t>"klD aboout 5f'pt~atber 1. 

Drawl r.111 tor the n•w air11NUr(" «r~ to be 
out t<><ln..r. and hM11 :tN ro h t- nc~f.,ed (r(tm 

th~ rontr:.l"lora by Aut'uat ~ 

Thf' trnnt t'Jt the tiank wm bf ot "lthtt 
rnarblf', xni.nfl(' o r lo~l•P• llmHtoo~. I t 
,.-m b~ r1rnatnHll"•\ w\th t"()tu\t'tt ao<1 f''>1· 
umn,:. a baluatradt alon r th• l"0<1f Lnd a 
c•trTrd top .nnla l, two cartouc b-. on ('l t h~r 

1M'" ot a nd ,_ bt°l,.f' thl" m.:iln .. nirance, lT1tb. 
f'.lllri:lf9 1upp•nlng tht'm. Tbrtt \t'tll bt 
l11mp• at t he ~ntr:i.n c'" r,, tllf" "~•<J bnl• anr:t 
C'Olumn1 at tht- •Mc o1 OH w1nrio w1 of thtt 
two omc u wt.Jch fir"' to b,. Jo th• Croat. 
Th~ f!tltr-Jnr" tt> tb4' hao ll lnc r0<>1n wl11 

be tbtOUJCh 'bf' TPl\Ubo\~. wMt b """'11 bt> l:! 
fr P.t ~Mt' 1 ad ao t: l;cb tbnt •1dndow• t r ,..m 
t?\& D"lf'Uit alne ftoor tb<U'f" tb~ odkf'a In 
front "KlU npt: n out Of it, h wUl haTtt au 
nt~bMt ,.,.mnc. Oo ,..r.b •l'1l"' o f tbr T'' !cll· 
hule wlll b• ,.nt r"'O"• fil)o"IN t o th11 e nlc-ea 
mrntll)n...-d. wMJc tbt 0t)On Clftf-n\nr tntf> the 
l11Ulk st~)f wlll ~ at tllt bH•lr ot the ..... 

tll1tllf. 
Al,.,'"'" 1be hank l\oor& wU\ M 1. U'f>tMno

urm nt th " ...... 1 I)( tb• ~atJetacl n110• ()f 
<"v mm•rr..-. end tb• pun• ot tbt bank wtll 
~tao M f1pon th .. ••\nztnc. dOQt"'t.. 'IhM• 
Ja t.lttr wUJ bt' proc:t<tf'd at nl•bt hr larP 
outf!r ,,,"'°,.. of tann •rO'llht tron. ahd at 
tht frnnt of \bf' -Y Ht1bn~• wU\ M • \""Ool· 

la~~:';r,::,t~~ t r hr> hnlll11o' wtll b~ !51 t,...t 
1) Jed.>~• 11rttlt, and It.a o;Htm"' <\f~l\l •IU 

MJ11tJrt-et. 
'l'b,.. dln'Hl•nll'>n• ot tb• uutn hAn.-ttH·rooro 

,.111 b e G~ br '3 ftt t In th• <l•or, and tb lt 
•par11J>rnt ..-111 b• llcbtt'd by a •krHrbt. 
i h• t Dtlrt \ntnlt•~ ba,'IU!i; an c:irouutnt.'\ l 
ft.Df11b. ln arMllfoa to tl1e ll &ht rcet"IT"f"d 
frulll •bof"e t h~ r~m wm 3)11) bt UJqw)
neih.-d lbMugh M•tnl lttCt wloliowe Jn It• 
rPnr wall. Tht>" c;r1JJ tw aboY• th• roots 
ot tb.t oc•·•lorr a pa rtmen l• tor the ~n""f'l
'1,.Dt • nil board or dlctefort at lht b1H'k ot 
t h• bulldloc. 'l'b•,.. wi ll l>e 1lldloc doon 
b~t•ttn tbPH -.panm,.n,t•. ao t bat tbc7 
C"D b t ('OD.n~tof!'d If dMllr"J, 

la th• baQ.t.Jm:: room thr t"ounter wtlJ be 
arn.n•t d So lb~ abJI.~ of a hora.e•bo.. 90 
that tbrre "'IU Ue I:'; dt-•k•, bot<IJdt• a cno· 
1.JderaMe amount of aoor •P•C"f' lo tbe mld· 
di,., ..rbtrt mort dc1k1 nr taMts t:'an b• 
E t l •~f"d. At t he ba('t of tbt hor1Hh~ wilt 
h<' two Yattlt~De ft>r tb" mooe11 of the 
hl'.l nlr. and 1.b & olhn for 1h ~~.. Th~ 
rei-.b1 .. r•a roo!!J 1"11J h,. on tbr rll'ht •nd ad
J 1of nlnar tb~ prt""1~nt'1 tnd board f'l')()ma. 

Tb" 'tt'it;l\• ot 1b• hnnkln c runm w\11 M 
W1'1otr ote1\ "'tr!l mllrbt" t o Jbf! h~l1bt ot l• 
f~t. 9tb llt' AllOl't l bil.1 WUI !>. of plutrr, 
'\r-t"-nnted. Locrktns to•otd th• mi.lo ...,,. 
lranc·e t<' . U1t haaklnr ronin wllJ },.. IM?rt 
t onr . .olld ('nJ11mo1 or rn,.nnatu m•rb!o 
•u~ponlns a ("t)rnt~ t nd J>l"•11rnf'nt. with " 
C'loct nv•r th• doors. Tb l1 1dorntn..-ot 'tr"ltl 
b• bao1hnm .. J7 carTed. Tb• 1lau lo th• 
"'"'\(\f)'"I a od \ h• • \1H,-ht wm M lf'IUSf'll 
a od C"nlf'>rf'(t, ThtM optnla11 •HI, ot ('"()OrH. 
tH' J>n>Tlded w ltb lroo t'll•tde. C&rto-ocbH 

i nd prlamh "''" ~ntt\,U\t' lbt tllUn~ lilt' 
orntlonL 

Al tbo b<lr k Of tbf IPlMmrnl wlll b• a 
l*\~h1r1 1h\n1 "''·" l t<',,.. 'o tb• .... tnd.fl'"ff•. 
Tl.ii• plltrr • Ill ha•• ' rnlllo• ot wfl1t t· 
~n •H'bf"l td l fT).., , "'llh hroJJM trlnunlnC"t. 

In tbf't room .. t"'r tb~ pT1"•Jdf't: t aod tb,. di· 
l"fi:tort1 tbf'tt ""m hoe ~;\Jn~<"lntnc tJ f r o.blnll' t 
<>e.k, -.·Ith baodat,'l:;lu• C"nrnt~ ao'1 C"'t'lll.w'l:'L 

l a tbP rri..r ot rh.- b:i,..,.m,.nt wl lJ ~,. 
atorag" ·uulta. tnl?~t tO'•m • nd ha._~. 
Jock,.n and luntb r;)om, rbe last ._.&.,. 
a p&Mhlfbt Jl br Z,.:: f«L Tbt fCl"!J.:rd....pcJr· 
.u~n ot th#. ba~rn<'nt n-lH l"'l)DU la tle .. 
~,.. and to,J l"'l)t'l(Da. Tb(' halldlof" ,..f1t bit 
bf"ntf'd br bot ••tf'r • cd " ' Ill t>t eqotl>Pf"d 
whb bath f'lf"ctr1c Uaht and r-•• throt"'t'9. 

Wbl1t: tbtre att to be- t wf) omC"H In t be 
fr9ot. whltb •Ill b• ttnril"'d to brokert., tb• 
plan of the 1t.rof1ur• ls anch t hat abouhl 
tb, b.ack at &llj'" tlmf" dt't1rt b> f:a(Q OJOf'it 

•rtct tor. lf1t bn,.lnrll• It ronld mo'••' f ttr· 
w•rl\ athl n•f' tb,. • f"f"a of tb,._. <4Nt for 
Ht .. lf. ArT11D1"f"O)f'nta f or tbf1 b a"• ' l>H'll 
made lb dnlsolnl' tbt roof. 1 

There wm bof' t1'0 Tl'lha la ... ch oOl~. 
on• uron tbt l'>Wf'r UH) thf.> Olbrr apon t b f' 
mu:taotct Coor. Tb"f' t(i<Opa wllJ af.o t>P 
wa!o1rote-d ln oak an<\ wU\ hat' .. oak par· 
tltlona. 'MltY wlll bt.l',. ak;rJJJrhO· ln a ddl .. 
tll'ID to tbdr 111·l odOw.. Thtlr U'C"Ond Doof"t 
wm MDta lb two rontnA.. a nd tOtlt"t room1 
wtll h• nn·t' tbt' t"Utlhule. i 

Tht buf1dloa •f11 bt "rf'<'ttd oo tbf'~•tf'f>I 
f1"'1.tnt\ pl11 11 abt\ 'WlB tw • • t>~ar\1 t°lft'PTOO( 

' ' pn.nlhlt. fltf"C!I .,.a ma and tf"-rra-<-Otta 
•111 t.. tnirlQ)'t<I: ~ .... root • 111 "'° ~P
pott~ bJ atttl lT\lti...._ . w hich wm T't'$'t' 

upoa rtttl f"Ofumn• built Jn Chf' wa11a. Tb• 
~Unc and tl~r ot tb• T•etJbaff' wm ?>. 
111"1. A ll tloon lo pobll• 1~e ... anO lt1 
th• 1011•1 room will b<' 1»•rblt. the baluc.o 
b<'lnr or hard wood blrblY PQll•b«l. · 

Th• 1111• "t th• botldlnc wm bo moOU1> 
Fr.,.ttC'l:i RtnalaMnC'f'. Tb• l l"t'blttt"t9 lte 
lif'Hrt .• J\ardwtn .t Prantncton • .A $. .,,.,, 
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B-1242 Union Trust Bank Branch 
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B-1242 
National Bank of Commerce (Union Trust Bank Branch) 
24-28 South Street 
Block 0662 Lot 008 
Baltimore City 
Baltimore East Quad 
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National Bank of Connnerce 
24- 28 South Street 

B-1242 

Financial District-Metrocenter Survey 
Baltimore (City), Maryland 
Photo: Fred Shoken 
Date: October 1983 
tleg. loc . : Maryland Historic Trust 
East elevation 


