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BALTIMORE METROCENTER SURVEY SURVEY NO . : B-1253 

AREA: Financia l District MAGI NO. : 0412535731 

Address: 44 South Street 
Cur rent Name : Uncle Lee ' s Restaurant 

Block : 662 Lot: 4 
Height : 1 story 
Condition : Good 
Use: Restaurant 
Designation : None 

Lot size: 54 - x 83' 
Mat er i als : Brick and stone 
Owner: Sunho Enterpr ises Inc . 
Accessible: Yes 
Liber / Folio: CWM 4213-318 

Historic Name : Farmers and Merchants Bank 
Date: 1905 
Architect/Builder: Baldwin & Penni ngton/Wells Brothers, Co . 
Style (if appropriate): 

Description : 

This former one story high brick bank building is t hree bays wide at South 
Street and four bays wide along Lombard Street . A large central arched entrance 
on South Street features an aluminum and glass door set into a bracketed stone 
surround. Two small cast iron light poles flank the entrance. A decorative 
arched iron grill surrounds the entrance and three part arched window transom . 
The arch is decorated by brick guaged voussiors in an eliptical shape convergin'g 
on a keystone f eaturing a cartouche . Flanking the arch above a granite base and 
stone water table are small six over six segmentally arched windows with six 
pane transom's . The brick building walls are rusticated and feature four 
pilasters with decorative stone capitals. The massive cornice with l ion head 
brackets , modillion blocks , a stone parapet and a balustrade completes this 
richly detailed facade. The Lombard Stree t el evation has a similar design. 
Despite the construction of a mezzanine leve l on the i nterior , the adapt ive 
re-use of this building as a restaurant has been fairly sympathetic to t h e 
architectural design of the building and many original architectural elements 
remain. 

Significance : 
Area : Architecture Level: Local 

This i s one of the many excellent small bank buildings constructed after the 
Baltimore Fire. Many of the other post-Fire banks have been destroyed or 
completely altered . Several of these buildings were demolished for Charles 
Center , and recently the Union Trust Bank at Sa int Paul and Baltimore Streets 
was destroyed. This building and the Savings Bank of Baltimore are the last of 
the post-Fire banks that are relatively intact . This bank replaced a Romanesque 
bank building which was completely destroyed by the fire . Des i gned by the 
noteworthy architectural firm of Baldwin and Penni ngton, the bui lding is 
characteristic of banks built after the fire. It is a smal l, symmetrical 
structure with classical details and a strong roof line . I t symbolizes the 
strength and stability of the financial organization that it housed . As modern 
bank buildings seek smaller spaces for bank branches and high rise offices for 
their headquarters, t hese buildings will have to be adapted to new uses. The 
re-use of this building as a restaurant has been relative'iy preservation 
concious . 

Sources : BS 12/21/1904 p. 7 c. 4-6 (illustration); BS 1/10/1905 p. 7 c. 6 
(article); BS 1/27/1905 p. 11 c. 2 (permit issued) 
Surveyor and Date : Fred B. Shoken, May 1985. 
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Baltimore Financial District Survey 
44 South Street i 
Old Farmers and Merchants National Bank which stood on this 
before the Baltimore Fire, from: · Lost Baltimore Landmarks 
Carlton Jones , p . 55. 
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Address: 44 South Street 

The Illustration a.l)o\!e show!' t .he ae- thrQu•bout1 lb• our•tde wa.11• betn.c whole 1ol. Tho dJr«to;. .. ro~J;P and ~! 
~pttd de.sip, prepared by llus"9. bu!lt oC r~ brick. wltll Urnoaton• co" prutdent'• room will t>. pl.a.t.:ied t.t tM' 
rJAJdw1n & Penning-ton. arc:h1te-<!ta. for ntce a.nd trlmmlnp and a. 11'1''Dlt• b••e. rear. a.a they were In the old bu.Udtne:.i 

'the dtructure wUI tl(I H&1tt6di en Ure\)' •nd over tht!m • wUl be & men.an Inc ttoor~· 
th& new bank building to be erected tor rrom Ut() out15tde wtndO"'•· whJcb arti for AddJtlono.l worlrtnv e·paC6. Tlle ., 
tho Farmer• and !ktercb..s.nu· Na.UoUaJ over U f6tlt w•d.e t\nd 25 te.ct hls-h. therifl cer1'' room &nd the workln• spa.ctt t~ 
Dank ' UJ>On the loealfon ot IU former by requh1ng no lt.kyllghl-t. The ontranc~ bftuk cltrka 'Wtu be ,eps.rattd from~ 

:~:~o~ So~;~d~~ ~~n~~s~:::~~·~: ~~~~~~~d~~ ~~~8 :.~O:"!u;t~t~! r~~ll,~~i;:c;~b~~~~a'::~:~.;::~~~ ! 
ncnir homG 1'lll bo a. one-•tory butldlng, IS6 glt\f.8 aod protected .,_.llb. OTua.monto.l pA.ntl64 oak counhtr • • Th~re ·w'JI be • i 
teethtsh above theatdewallt,"'1tb a.tront- tr-on gua.rde. ., ca•h and book 'Va.ult on the flnt door. 

t 63 t t on 60 th •treet a.nd s:: 'The Interior wttl be ftn!eht-d w1th mar- made ab!'JOlutel7 nre and burglar proof, 
"-4'• o H • u . . ble fiOOl'tl. pa_ncl,O. ook "Wa.ln.co·Uns t wltb ftreprooc stO'c"aSft vaults Jn bt.H-

Tha buUdtng, wblch ts detlgnf'd to thti .. --alb above supporting th~ omament.41 Tn the front or the b&.3eme:nt wlU M 
fHt OP Lorn.bard at!'e•t. , feet hlgb, wtth decoraled 1>lutet1'd I n1ent. · . • 

modem Ji'rench ttnAlasainee. wtu be plartered celling, ma..k~g on• l&.rC"• located the t!lcrka' lock.era. tu nchroc• 
eonatructt<l or tlreproof ~t~rtab I banking"-room is tect hlS"b covert~s tho and bAttiroom.. ~f'i 

Baltimore -Sun December 21,1904. ,p.7 c.4-6 

Md . Institute Scrapbook 



Baltimore Financial District Survey 
Baltimore (City), Maryland 

.13-1253 Old Farmers and Merchants Bank 
44 South Street 
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B-1253 
Farmers & Merchants National Bank (Uncle Lee's Restaurant) 
44 South Street 
Sanborn Maps 
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B-1253 
Farmers & Merchants National Bank (Uncle Lee's Restaurant) 
44 South Street 
Block 0662 Lot 004 
Baltimore City 
Baltimore East Quad 
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Farmers and Merchants Bank 
44 South Street 

B- 1253 

Financial District-Metrocenter Survey 
Baltimore (City), Maryland 
Photo : Fred Shoken · 
Date: October 1983 
Neg . lee. : Maryland Historical Trust 
Southeast corner view 


