
BALTIMORE CITY - COMMISSION FOR HI STORICAL AND ARCHITE CTURAL P RESERVATION 

CDBG SURVEY YEAR: 12 SURVEY NO . : B-1288 

AREA: Druid Heights MAGI NO . : 0412888504 

l 
'I\ ODRESS : 579- 581 Baker Street 

J RRENT NAME : 

BLOCK : 302 
HE IGHT : 2 

·coNDITION:- GbOO: 

LOT: 23 : 581; 24 : 57~0T SIZE : 10 ft . x 60 f t . 
MATE RIALS: Brick 
OWNER: Baltimore City 
ADDRESS : 

IL'~~~,· . 
~I~ I ' 

1 - ~ --
USE: Vacant dwel l ings 
DESIGNATION: 

HISTORI C NAME: 
DATE: Ca . 1865 
ARCHITECT/BUILDER: 
S TYLE (IF APPROPRIATE): . 
DESCRIPTION: 

ACCESSIBLE : Yes , rest rict ed 
LIBE R/FOLIO : 

The two brick rowhouses are two stories and two bays each and were erected about 
1865 on the southeast side of Baker Street at the present corner of Brunt Street, an 
alley, between Di vision Street and Pennsylvania Avenue in northwest central Baltimore , 
Maryland . In the l ate 19th century , the houses were in the middle of a complete row 
of houses because Brunt Street was not cut through to Baker Street . They are distinct 
f rom t he surrounding houses in the block ·by their lower scale and flat arches at the 
window and door openings . The arches are gauged brick and each doorway has a small 
rectangular transom. The moder n doors are unpanel ed. The steps in front of each door 
are concrete. A passage between the two houses has been filled with concrete b l ock . 

le 1/1 window on the first story of No . 579 has security bars . The first story of 
fb . 581 has a 4/4 window, also with security bars . The upper story wi ndows in both 

houses are 1/1. The continuous corni ce has elongated brackets , perforated carved designs, 
and fascia panels outlined by molding . 

SIGNI FICANCE : 
AREA: Architecture LEVEL: Local 

The two rowhouses at 579-581 Baker Street are unique in the 500 block and perhaps 
in a larger undefined area because the salient archi tec t ural features app ear to predate 
thos~ of the surrounding houses. The low scale of the houses , simpl e f l at arches , and 
evidence of a passage between the units are typical o f the early 19th century rowhouse . 
The 1851 Poppleton map shows this area was not developed by 1850; the Baker Street houses 
may therefore be the first houses e r ected on the block. The corn ice i s certainl y of the 
second half o f the 19th century and may be a later addition. 

SOURCES: Popp leton Map of Baltimore (1851) 

SURVEYOR AND DATE: Janet L. Davis, September 1986 
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579-581 Baker Street B-1288 
Baltimore , Maryland 
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