
Capsule Summary Survey No.: B-1309 

Name/ Address: 

Construction Date: 

TownNicinity: 

County: 

Access: 

Summary Description: 

Vernon Pumping Station, off Wyman Park Drive 

1930 

Baltimore City 

public 

The Vernon Pumping Station is a one-story masonry water pumping station designed between 1927 

and 1930 and constructed in 1930-1931. The building was designed in an eclectic style, incorporating 

elements of the Italian Renaissance Revival, such as its symmetricality, use of quoins, pediments, and 

keystoned round arches; and the Mission and Spanish Eclectic styles evidenced in its prominent 

curvilinear gable and use of profuse polychrome terracotta ornament. The buff-brick masonry is laid 

in a Flemish bond, while the gable roof and flanking hip-roofed wings are clad in green pantiles. The 

symmetrical building has a recessed central block with forward projecting hipped-roof wings. The 

ornate curvilinear parapet articulates the entry bay, and includes terracotta coping and an urn/finial 

captured between two volutes. 

Statement of Significance 

The Vernon Pumping Station is an active Baltimore City water pumping station, continuously operated 

since its completion in April 1931. It is an example of public architecture thoughtfully designed to 

reflect the refinements and achievements of Baltimore's public works department in the first third of 

the twentieth century. The eclectic architecture housed an advanced electrically-driven pumping 

system that superseded the steam-driven pumping stations of the nineteenth century. The Vernon 

Pumping Station, notable for its well-preserved terra cotta ornament, is significant under criterion C 

for its architectural integrity, as an example of its type and period in Baltimore; and for the important 

role played by the pumping station in the advancement of public utility technology in Baltimore. 
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1. Name (indicate preferred name) 

historic Vernon Pumping Station 

and/or common Vernon Pumping Station 

2. Location 

street & number Off Wyman Park Drive 

Sur v ey No. B-1309 

Magi No. 

DOE _JL_yes ~no 

D not for publication 

city, town Baltimore D vicinity of congressional district 

state Maryland 

3. Classification 
Category 
D district 
rgj bullding(s) 
D structure 
Oslte 
D object 

Ownership 
rgj public 
D private 
O both 
Public Acquisition 
D in process 
D being considered 
rgJ not applicable 

Status 
rgJ occupied 
D unoccupied 
D work in progress 
Accessible 
rgJ yes: restricted 
D yes: unrestricted 
Ono 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of fill owners) 

name Baltimore Department of Public Works, Environmental Services 

street & number 3001 Druid Park Drive 

county Baltimore City 

Present Use 
D agriculture 
D commercial 
D educational 
D entertainment 
Ogovemment 
D industrial 
D military 

O museum 
O par1< 
D private residence 
D religious 
D scientific 
D transportation 
rgJ other:public utility 

telephone no.: 410/396-0287 

city, town Baltimore state and zip code 21215 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Maryland Department of Real Estate and Taxation liber 

street & number accessed online at<http://www.OAT.state.md.us> folio 

city, town state 

6. Representation in Existing Historical Surveys 

title Cultural Resources Investigations for Proposed Construction of Double Track, North Hatt, Central Light Rail, Baltimore & Baltimore Co., MD 

date 1999 

depository for survey records Maryland Historical Trust D federal IZ! state D county D local 

city, town Crownsville state MD 

http://%20www.DAT.state.md.us


7. Description 
Condition 
1:8:1 excellent 0 deteriorated 
0 good 0 ruins 
0 fair 0 unexposed 

Check one 
0 unaltered 
~altered 

Survey No. B-1 309 

Check one 
~ original site 
O moved date of move 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its various elements as it exists today. 

Summary 
The Vernon Pumping Station is a one-story masonry water pumping station designed between 1927 and 1930 and 
constructed in 1930-1931. The building was designed in an eclectic style, incorporating elements of the Italian Renaissance 
Revival, such as its symmetricality, use of quoins, pediments, and keystoned round arches; and the Mission and Spanish 
Eclectic styles evidenced in its prominent curvilinear gable and use of profuse polychrome terra cotta ornament. The buff­
brick masonry is laid in a Flemish bond, while the gable roof and flanking hip-roofed wings are clad in green pantiles. 

General Description 
The Vernon Pumping Station is a one-story masonry utility building built of buff brick laid in a Flemish bond pattern set on a 
granite base with watertable. The symmetrical building has a recessed central block with forward projecting hipped-roof wings 
clad in green pantiles. The ornate curvilinear parapet articulates the entry bay, arnd includes terra cotta coping and an 
urn/finial captured between two volutes. An oval window is centered over the round arch entrance with double leaf paneled 
metal doors. A semicircular fanlight surmounts the double-leaf doors. Flanking the entrance bay are two rectangular windows 
set into terra cotta surrounds each featuring an engaged balustrade panel, polychrome rinceau, and a broken swan's neck 
pediment. Round arch windows throughout the rest of the buildings have 6/3/6 sashes. The most distinctive feature of the 
pumping station is the polychrome terra cotta ornament, including tiles with rinceau, engaged colonnettes and capitals, and 
terra cotta quoins. The cornice features terra cotta crests or shields of the city of Baltimore (dolphin and f/eur de /is) and 
shields representing the triumph of electricity over steam power (electricity ascendant and steam engine in ruins). A tile 
reading "Vernon Pumping Station" is paired with one reading "Anno Domini MCMXXX," the date of construction. In fact, the 
station was not completed until 1931 due to problems with the quality of the first batch of terra cotta. All of the terra cotta is 
well-preserved. The rear (east elevation) has three blind windows treated in a decorative brick pattern. This is modern 
brickwork, and the only visible alteration to the exterior of the building, which has been designed and executed to be 
compatible with the historic character of the structure. A similar blind bay is located on the south elevation. Interior not 
accessed. 



8. Significance Survey No. B-1309 

Period 
0 prehistoric 
01400-1499 
0 1500-1599 
0 1600-1999 
0 1700-1799 
0 1800-1899 
t8J 1900-

Areas of Significance-
0 archeology-prehistoric 
0 archeology-historic 
0 agriculture 
t8J architecture 
Dart 
Ocommerce 
0 communications 

Check and justify below 
D community planning 

D conservation 
Oeconomics 
D education 

~ engineering 
D exploration/settlement 
D industry 

D invention 

0 landscape architecture 
O law 
0 literature 
0 military 
O music 
Q philosophy 
0 politics/government 

Soecific dates: 1930 Builder/Architect: Department of Public Works 

check: Applicable Criteria: 
and/or 

Applicable Exception: 

Level of Significance: 

DA OB [g!C OD 

DA OB oc OD OE OF OG 

Onational Ostate [gilocal 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and support. 

Statement of Significance 
The Vernon Pumping Station is an active Baltimore City water pumping station, continuously operated since its completion in 
April 1931. It is an example of public architecture thoughtfully designed to reflect the refinements and achievements of 
Baltimore's public works department in the first third of the twentieth century. The eclectic architecture housed an advanced 
electrically-driven pumping system that superseded the steam-driven pumping stations of the nineteenth century. The Vernon 
Pumping Station, notable for its well-preseNed terra cotta ornament, is significant under criterion C for its architectural 
integrity, as an example of its type and period in Baltimore; and for the important role played by the pumping station in the 
advancement of public utility technology in Baltimore. 

History 
In 1927, Baltimore recorded its highest water usage to date, averaging 113,000,000 gallons per day (BDPW 1928:9). 
The strain on an infrastructure dating to the late-nineteenth and early twentieth centuries necessitated the improvement 
of Baltimore's water supply and management system. A bond issue was passed by the citizens to pay for new public 
works projects. Included among the new seNices was the Vernon Pumping Station, located at the eastern edge of 
Druid Hill Park. Originally, City Engineer Charles F. Goob was p lanning to rehabilitate the Mt. Vernon station, a small, 
stone Classical Revival building below the Druid Lake (EPFL: Evening Sun 7/11/1928). The station would be electrically 
driven and succeed the Mt. Royal steam-driven station near the North Avenue Bridge. Plans changed, and that same 
year the drafting division of the Baltimore Public Works Department began drafting plans for a new station. In his annual 
report, Goob noted that 

" ... new design work was undertaken on . . . projects, including the motor-driven Vernon 
Pumping Station to replace the steam-operated Mt. Royal Pumping Station. . . . it is 
interesting to note that, with the construction and operation of the Vernon Pumping Station 
and the resulting abandonment of the Mt. Royal Station, the pumping facilities of this 
Bureau will be one hundred per cent motor driven, and Baltimore will be one of the first, if 
not the first, large city of this country, to reach the goal of complete electrification of 
pumping, thus placing Baltimore well in the van of the inevitable march of progress that 
must accompany the ever-increasing use of electric power'' (BDPW 1928:65-66). 

The Vernon Pumping Station was constructed on the site of the former Mt. Vernon Station. At the time of its construction, the 
station was located within Druid Hill Parl<, and its refined design would have complemented the parl< and its architecture. 



8. Significance (continuation sheet) Survey No. B-1309 

That it was one of the earliest electric systems, compact in size and its ease of use compared to old steam stations, was 
touted in contemporary article. It was "next to Montebello, the most important of the pumping stations, its location in the 
center of the city making it particularly valuable" (Power Pictorial 1932:59). Terracotta ornament is the main decorative 
feature of the building, shields depict the city seal and the triumph of electricity over steam power (electricity ascendant 
and steam engine in ruins). 

Upon completion, the Vernon Pumping station was heralded as an efficient electrical triumph over the dinosaur technology 
of steam power. Its compact and architecturally sophisticated design metaphorically triumphed over the rambling and 
exaggerated Richardsonian Romanesque Mt. Royal station, the last steam station in the city. This is noted in a 
contemporary article describing the Vernon Station as being "of attractive architecture and contrasts greatly in appearance 
and size with the towering bulk of the Mt. Royal Steam Station which it superseded" (Power Pictorial 1932:59). Inside the 
compact station were the pumps, set in a pit 8' below floor level. The three pumping units, rated for pumping 30, 40, and 
50 m.g.d (million gallons daily), comprised "one of the largest electrically driven units in the country," capable of pumping 
120,000,000 gallons daily at maximum capacity (Power Pictorial 1932:60). Whereas Mt. Royal required 30 men to 
operate, Vernon required only seven: two for each shift and one floater. Vernon was also capable of running on automatic. 

The Mt. Royal Station, next to the North Avenue Bridge, was razed in the late 1950s for the construction of the Jones Falls 
Expressway (EPFL: Evening Sun 6/1/195?). The Vernon pumping station, which formerly faced Druid Hill Park, now faces 
the elevated Jones Falls Expressway. 

MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST REVIEW 
Eligibility recommended __ 
Criteria: _A _B _c _D 

Eligibility not recommended _ _ 
Considerations: _A _B _C _D _ E _F _G _ None 

Comments: _ _ _____ _______ __________ ______ ______ _ 

Reviewer, Office of Preservation Services Date 

Reviewer, NR Program Date 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. B-1309 

Baltimore Department of Public Works (BDPW) 
1928- Annual Report to the Mayor and City Council for the year ending December 31. Reports filed in the 

Department of 1931 Public Works Museum, Eastern Avenue Pumping Station, Baltimore, MD. 

1928-30 Vernon Pumping Stations Plans. Available for review at the Ashburton Pumping Station, Baltimore, MD. 

1999 BDPW website. Available online at <http://www.ci.baltimore.md.us/government/dpw/>. Accessed 9/20/1999. 

Enoch Pratt Free Library (EPFL) 
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10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property: less than one acre 
Quadrangle name Baltimore West 7.5' 
UTM Reference do NOT complete UTM references 

zone easting northing 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

Quadrangle scale 1 :24,000 

The station is bounded by the Jones Falls Expressway on the west, Wyman Park Drive on the North, the CSX train yard on 
the east and south. The boundaries are contiguous with the public works-owned parcel on which the pumping station sits. 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Kerri Culhane/Project Architectural Historian 

organization John Milner Associates, Inc. date 10/1999 

street & number 5250 Cherokee Avenue, Suite 410 telephone 703/354-9737 

city or town Alexandria state Virginia 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in 
the Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and record purposes only and do not constitute any 
infringement of individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
DHCP/DHCD 
100 Community Place 
Crownsville, MD 21032 

http://www.ci.baltimore.md.us/govemment/dpw/


Inventory No. _B_-1_3_0_9 _____ _ 

PRESERVATION VISION 2000; THE MARYLAND PLAN 
STATEWIDE HISTORIC CONTEXTS 

I. Geographic Region: 

D Eastern Shore 
D Western Shore 
1:8:1 Piedmont 
D Western Maryland 

(aU Eastern Shore countjes, and Cecil) 
(Anne Arundel, CaJvert, Charles, Prince George's and St. Mary's) 
(Baltimore City, Baltimore, Carroll, Frederick, Harford, Howard, Montgomery) 
(Allegany, Garrett and Washington) 

ll. Chronological/Developmental Periods: 

D Rural Agrarian Intensification AD. 1680-J 8 15 
D Agricultural-Industrial Transition A.D. 1815-1870 
1:8:1 Industrial/Urban Dominance AD. 1870-1930 
1:8:1 Modem Period AD. 1930-Present 
D Unknown Period ( Oprehistoric; 0historic) 

ID. Historic Period Themes: 

D Agriculture 
1:8:1 Architecture, Landscape Architecture, and Community Planning 
D Economic (Commercial and Industrial) 
D Government/Law 
D Military 
D Re)jgion 
D Social/Educational/Cultural 
D Transportation 

IV. Resource Type: 

Category:_B_u_i_Jd_in_...._ ____________ _____ _ _ ________ ___ _ _ _ 

Historic Environment: Urban 
~------------------------------~ 

Historic Function(s) and Use(s): GOVERNMENT: public works; pumping station 

Known Design Source: Baltimore Department of Public Works 
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ing called for the completion date -to he Deccmuer ~.Ul1 1 hut hecm1se 
of the dclnys 1·cfel'l'e<l to the constrnction of the hnilding wn;; cnr-
1;e<l over into l!l ~U , in the early part of whirh i t is expected thnt the 
contract will he completed in so far ns the stn1cture is conrcrncd. 
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clling of nil mnterinl in connection wit h the lmildhtg const1·11clion 
wns complete<l , nn'l as the tin1e when the ex~c.!rio1· wm·k conld he 
executed fell in the winter sem;on it \\'ns dedded to poR!pone nll 
such work, witlrnnt prejudice to the contract.or, until the spring 
or rn~ 1. __..,..-

A t the 10stnnce of the Stnte noard of Renlth ancl the Bnltimore 
Count.v :\retro1111litnn Difitrict, which a~encies were intc1·extcd pri­
mnrily in on nderp1nte finpply of water fn1· the ~rt. " ' ilf.;011 Snni­
t11riu111, tlle Chief Engineer's Office imfrnctcd this Bnrenn to pre­
pare vlnns for n pnmping stntion that wonl<l t nke its s11ction from 
the l'ikesville l~eservofr nnd difithnrge the water hy 11111ins loi1l nut 
tl1 e l leisterstow.!1 Road to the snnita1·inm, se1·,·ing1 in nddition to 

. thii:; institution, those residents wl10 wish to nv:.dl themselves of the 
City wntcr E;Hppl,Y. Jn nrcorrlance with thei:;e instl'uctioni:;, this 
Di,·ision prcpni'Nl plans rmrl specifications for the Pikesville Auto­
mntic rumping Rtntion, this strnct11re to he bnilt on the properly 
of the n11re11n of " ' nter S11pply, th1·011gh which n mnin is eX'ten1le<l 
from the Reisterl\town Rond to the Pikesville Re~ervoh•. 

The h11i!tii,1g- is pl:mned to he 10C'ntc1l nho11t ~Vi feet from the Heis­
ter!\ town Ifoaul 111111 I he ;;udion c·o111wd ion fm· the pumps wi II he 
tnken from the :lei-in ch main, which lends to the l~ikesville Reservoir, 
with the di i;;chnq~e lc<l to the Tieister:.;town Ron,l, and tllencc no1·th­
westerl,r to the point where it is rnl'l'ie<l to an existing stnndpipe 
lmilt on the snn itnl'inm property. The plnns cnll for n lmil<ling 
nho11t lfl feet hy ::?:l feet for the mnin pMtion of the sf1'11ctnrc hom;ing 
the p11111ping crp1ip111ent, with n sepnn1te "tni1·well structure nhont 
eight fert "'lnm·e to ~h·e nccess to the p111np room. The mnin por­
tion of the h11illling will be nn<lel' g1·011nd nt :• depth s ufficient to 
protect nil of the nppnrntns in the stnfion ngainst freezing, so thot 
the expense of nrtificinl hent will he eliminated :ind there will he 
no hnznrcl o f hrenkdown of station eriuipment from freezing, s11c11 nfi 
would exist if menus of nrtificial J1eating were used. All portions 
,of t11e l'ltrnctnre helow gronnd will be of r einforced concrete, with 
pnrti culnr core tnken to guard agnin~t the cntronce of ground woter, 
our knowledge nf ncnrhy fiJll'ings in the virinity 1)f the Htntion IOf'n· 
tion incli cntin~ ·the 1lcsil'11hility of taking all rcnsonahle precon1 ions 
ngnnst. gronn<l wnte1-. The onlJ' portion of tlie filntion showing ohove 
g-round will he n hrick strnctm·e .of the snmc size ns the stn irwcll, 
1·hiA hcing- prm·iilc'l with on entl'nnre 1ln11r only. 

Jm1t1'11clions for 111c p1·cpnrntio11 of t11e plnns nnd speciflrntions 
f or th e Pikes,·illf:! A ntmiiatic Pumping 8tnf ion were r eceived from 
the Cb ief Engi1wer's oflire qn )fnrch Rl. nrnl th".'se were completrrl 
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to the point whe1·e thev \YCl'e 1·encly to he released bl" this Hnre. 
O~l ~I n.Y ~o. Following· this clnte, llOthing further was done in t 
mntter fnt· seYe1·nl monthH, the 1le loy heing due principally to t 
d evelopment of nn idea thnt it mig ht he ndvisnhle to extend tb e t'• 

tl!mplnte<l 1·nnge or the dh;tl'ihution system lending from t~1e stnti· 
ro include Reister"hnrn nn<l the ,·i!lnges between Reistersto"'Il m 
Pikes,' ille. Had this scheme heen adopted, the plnns for the bo il 
ing might have heen mnl erinlly clilTerent from those prepared, n1 
fo1· this renson the relense of t111· plnns nnd specifications for ;1 

prnval nnrl the p1·epnration of them for issunnce to bidders wns h1 
in nheynnce until th e qne ·lion of Sl1Jlpl~·i11g neistel'stown with wa1 
was rlefinitely settled. , . 

Dming the latter part of A ngn!<t n decision to abandon the i<l 
of supplyiug n ei::iterstown fl'o111 the Pikesville Stntion was reach 
:rnrl instrnctionl:l 1·eceived fl'Olll the Chief Engineer's ofllce to . l'' 
•!~ed with the ii:;sunnce of the plm1s nnd speci-fications in the n1 :1 
H·~1· in which they were p1·e1n1l'e1l; i-;h01·tl.v before these instrnct·j,. 
were received, 1he Consolidntell Gos, Electl'ic Light and Power CtJ 
pany entered into negotintions with the City for Hie purchnse ~11' 
piece of property incltHled in the Rm·eou of 'Wnter ~upply's 1·1g 
of wn~· to ·Ille Pikesville ReselT·Oir, for the installation of n g 
booster station and nppnrtennnt \\·Ol'ks, ond nt the instn nce of tJ. 
Jli\•ision one of the consi1lerntions for the property desired hy I 
Gn~ Compony wos the lmildin;,t of :t snitnhle cro!;sing over the trlw 
o:• thr nn i tell Tinilwn~·s, tog-etht!I' with the construction of n 1·11.:1 
way le:11ling up 1o the site of the proposed wnter pumping st~ti • 

Negotiations for the consh·11ction of the roadway occnp1eil 
period of time nil out of p1·opo1·ti11n to the nmonnt of work involn 
:mrl largely ns n result of this, the plans for the pnmping sta t~ · 
were not relcnserl hy this Division nntil October ~1, 1!'1~0. Follow1 . 
this <late nhout two "·eeks 1lcl11\· wns inrnrred in getting the ;. 
p1·oval of nil horlies interested in 'the execution of the wOl'k .nnd h i 
\n~re finnlly opened on NO\·cmher ~nth. Eight hids were recein 
1 he )[nllan Contracting Compnny heing the low bidder at a total 1, 
price of $7.!lSO.OO, this including nn item for excavati ng fifty cul 
ynrcls of rock nt a uni t prire or ~J0.00 per ynr<l. At the instnnce 
the Pnhlic T111p1·0,·e1uent <..:0111111ix:-:io11, the lied of the :\Iullan <'• 
t1·acti ni; C0111pnn.r was rejcderl on the gmun<ls of excessive 111 
pl'ices fo1· 1·ock exrnvn ti on, nnd 1 hi s Commission recommended t·li 
all hirb he n?jed<!d nnd the 1-J)le<:ili c·nt ions 1·e1hnwn so a;; to elimi11 ;. 
unit p1·i<·(!X f'o1· l'll('k eX<'ll\'111 ion, wil'h the i-;tipulntion that the l'X• 
Y.'ltion of all cJm;!;CS or llllltCl·inl !H! inclucled in the lump filllll Ii. 
These ('hnnges wc1·e made 111111 the pmject wns 1•ench •ertised for hi1 
whieh wc1·c opened 011 T>c1•c111l11'1· ~n~t. Nine hi<li:; were 1·eceh·c1l :n 
DcCnn anti <:hilllaw w~1·c tile low lii11tler1 with n lnmp ~nm pri1~e f 

.1~ 1 wol'l• to he done of ,li,!).:l!l.00. 



\ILRNON PUMPING STATION 
Pl.AN SHOWll<. GtNLR"L AARANC.£.MENT 3 

PLAN VIEW 01'.., VERNON PUMPING STATION SHOWING GENERAL ARllA.NG.l!Th1ENT W ITH SPACB PROVIDED 
FOR A FOtJRTH UNIT 
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Portion of the USGS Baltimore West, MD 
7.5 ' Quadrangle (1974) showing the location 
of B-1309, Vernon Pumping Station, off 

: Wyman Park Drive, Baltimore, MD. 
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