
MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST NR Eligible: yes_ 
DETERMINATION OF ELIGIBILITY FORM »<> 

Property Name: Masonry Retaining Wall A Inventory Number: ~4— 

Address: CSXMilepost BAA 3.25-3.7; HDR Sta. 551+50-576+50 City: Baltimore Zip Code: 21227 

County: Baltimore City USGS Topographic Map: Baltimore West 

Owner: CSX Transportation Is the property being evaluated a district? no 

Tax Parcel Number: Tax Map Number: Tax Account ID Number: 

Project: CSXT Capital Subdivision Improvements Agency: Federal Transit Administration 

Site visit by MHT staff: X no yes Name: Date: 

Is the property is located within a historic district? yes X no 

If the property is within a district District Inventory Number: 

NR-listed district yes Eligible district yes Name of District: 

Preparer's Recommendation: Contributing resource yes _ no Non-contributing but eligible in another context yes 

If the property is not within a district (or the property is a district) Preparer's Recommendation: Eligible yes X no 

Criteria: A B C D Considerations: A B C D E F G None 

Documentation on the property/district is presented in: 

Description of Property and Eligibility Determination: (Use continuation sheet if necessary and attach map and photo) 

This 1050-foot long masonry retaining wall is located on the east and west sides of CSXT's railroad line, roughly between Patapsco 
Ave. and Landsdowne Blvd. on the former Baltimore and Ohio Main Line. The mortared wall is up to eight courses in height 
(approximately 4'), with a capstone course and drainage weep holes every 18'. Small portions of the wall have collapsed, but 
most of the structure is predominately intact. The wall appears to be of original height. 

Although CSX Transportation is unable to locate historic records pertaining to the wall, the use of rough-faced granite suggests 
that the wall was constructed 1829-1830, during the original construction of the B&O's Main Line. 

The well-preserved masonry wall is associated with the building of the earliest common carrier railroad line in the United 
States, and although it represents an early use of masonry retaining walls for railroad structures, it does not possess characteristics 
distinctive to a particular type, period or method of construction. Masonry Retaining Wall A is not eligible for listing in the NRHP. 

Prepared by: Daniel R. Pratt, HDR Engineering Date Prepared: 6/11/2002 
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USGS Baltimore West 7.5' Quadrangle Map showing property location between arrows. 
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B-1357 
Masonry Retaining Wall "A" 
Baltimore City, Maryland 
Kate Farnham, TMA 
11/18/2004 
MD SHPO 
View looking SW down tracks toward N end of wall 
#1 of 20 





B-1357 
Masonry Retaining Wall "A" 
Baltimore City, Maryland 
Kate Farnham, TMA 
11/18/2004 
MD SHPO 
North end of wall, looking N 
#2 of 20 





B-1357 
Masonry Retaining Wall "A" 
Baltimore City, Maryland 
Kate Farnham, TMA 
11/18/2004 
MD SHPO 
Tumbled stones N of Patapso Ave., looking NE 
#3 of 20 





B-1357 
Masonry Retaining Wall "A" 
Baltimore City, Maryland 
Kate Farnham, TMA 
11/18/2004 
MD SHPO 
View to NE below Patapso Ave. overpass 
#4 of 20 





B-1357 
Masonry Retaining Wall "A" 
Baltimore City, Maryland 
Kate Farnham, TMA 
11/18/2004 
MD SHPO 
View to NE under Patapso Ave. underpass 
#5 of 20 





B-1357 
Masonry Retaining Wall "A" 
Baltimore City, Maryland 
Kate Farnham, TMA 
11/18/2004 
MD SHPO 
View to SW showing typical appearance 
#6 of 20 





B-1357 
Masonry Retaining Wall "A" 
Baltimore City, Maryland 
Kate Farnham, TMA 
11/18/2004 
MD SHPO 
Typical view of taller section, looking SW 
#7 of 20 





B-1357 
Masonry Retaining Wall "A" 
Baltimore City, Maryland 
Kate Farnham, TMA 
11/18/2004 
MD SHPO 
Detail of stone coursing at mortor joints, looking N 
#8 of 20 





B-1357 
Masonry Retaining Wall "A" 
Baltimore City, Maryland 
Kate Farnham, TMA 
11/18/2004 
MD SHPO 
View to SW showing bulge in capstones 
#9 of 20 





B-1357 
Masonry Retaining Wall "A" 
Baltimore City, Maryland 
Kate Farnham, TMA 
11/18/2004 
MD SHPO 
Detail of raised box-profile mortor joints, to N 
#10 of 20 





B-1357 
Masonry Retaining Wall "A" 
Baltimore City, Maryland 
Kate Farnham, TMA 
11/18/2004 
MD SHPO 
Detail showing weep hole, looking NW 
#11 of 20 





B-1357 
Masonry Retaining Wall "A" 
Baltimore City, Maryland 
Kate Farnham, TMA 
11/18/2004 
MD SHPO 
Context view to E 
#12 of 20 





B-1357 
Masonry Retaining Wall "A" 
Baltimore City, Maryland 
Kate Farnham, TMA 
11/18/2004 
MD SHPO 
View to NW showing variety of capstone thickness 
#13 of 20 





B-1357 
Masonry Retaining Wall "A" 
Baltimore City, Maryland 
Kate Farnham, TMA 
11/18/2004 
MD SHPO 
View showing gray replacement stone under Hammonds Ferry Rd. overpass (to NE) 
#14 of 20 





B-1357 
Masonry Retaining Wall "A" 
Baltimore City, Maryland 
Kate Farnham, TMA 
11/18/2004 
MD SHPO 
View to N showing missing capstones at Hammonds Ferry Rd. overpass 
#15 of 20 





B-1357 
Masonry Retaining Wall "A" 
Baltimore City, Maryland 
Kate Farnham, TMA 
11/18/2004 
MD SHPO 
View to NW, typical section of wall 
#16 of 20 





B-1357 
Masonry Retaining Wall "A" 
Baltimore City, Maryland 
Kate Farnham, TMA 
11/18/2004 
MD SHPO 
View showing shale-like replacement stone, looking NW 
#17 of 20 





B-1357 
Masonry Retaining Wall "A" 
Baltimore City, Maryland 
Kate Farnham, TMA 
11/18/2004 
MD SHPO 
View to SW showing interruptions in wall 
#18 of 20 





B-1357 
Masonry Retaining Wall "A" 
Baltimore City, Maryland 
Kate Farnham, TMA 
11/18/2004 
MD SHPO 
View looking N, missing capstones + mortored top surface 
#19 of 20 





B-1357 
Masonry Retaining Wall "A" 
Baltimore City, Maryland 
Kate Farnham, TMA 
11/18/2004 
MD SHPO 
View looking N toward Landsowne Ave. overpass 
#20 of 20 


