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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The present structure at 36 E. Montgomery St. is in a severely deteriorated
condition, awaiting either private or public restoration efforts. The original
house was two-and-a-half stories in height, three bays wide and two rooms deep.

The house had two long rear additions, at both the west and east sides of the house,
an unusual occurence for city houses of this type. These, too, are currently in
a state of extreme disrepair.

The house at 36 E. Montgomery St. as it now stands is only two bays wide,

the eastermmost bay having collapsed due to fire and general deterioration. There

is no east end wall at the present time. The house is constructed in Flemish bond
and there is a distinctive belt course between the first and second stories. The
high pitched gable roof has a single roof dormer but probably originally had two
dormers. Little currently remains of the roof covering or the supports beneath.
There is a two story high, two bay deep rear addition running back along the west
side of the house and a similar addition extending back from the east side, but
without its rear wall. The original roof cornice was wood, but little remains of it.

The first and second floor window openings have splayed brick lintels and
wood sills. The first floor window is currently plastered over but the second floor
windows have remnants of 2/2 sash. The original doorway enframement of the house
is now in the Baltimore Museum of Art, It is a Federal-style arched opening, decorated
with individualistic carvings in an essentially Federal vocabularly. It is assumed
that the door was carved by John Fisher, the builder of the house. Today, at
36 E. Montgomery St. there is a replacement doorway which consists of a flat wooden
pediment composed of a simple crown molding set above a deep, plain frieze area.
The original arched opening can be see behind the replacement pediment. The doorway
itself is filled with concrete blocks, The house sits on a low basement, the entrance
being reached by two stone steps,

Detailed, measured drawings of the house as it existed a few years ago, before

its present interior collapse, are on file at the Society for the Preservation of
Federal Hill and Fell's Point, 804 S. Broadway.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

- This house is extremely important as representing the earliest surviving
brick house in the Federal Hill area. Built in 1795 by John Fisher, a carpenter
from Philadelphia who soon opened an inn on the premises, the house has been the
focus:t of recent attempts by a local preservation group to block the construction
of a high-rise apartment complex for the elderly to be built near the site by
Christ Lutheran Church. This attempt was successful and most recently the property
was offered for sale by the city to a private owner who would agree to restore the
facade at least to close to its original appearance.

For further details on the history of the house and its original appearance see
“the report filed at the Maryland Historical Trust titled " A History of 36 E. Montgomery
S5t." written by M.E. Hayward and Mrs. Warren Park. Sketches of the floor plan and
certain interior woodwork details, as they existed some years ago, are on file at
the Society for the Preservation of Federal Hill and Fells Point, 804 S. Broadway,

Baltimore, Md.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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FNIGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY
STATE COUNTY I
FORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE
M.E. Hayward/ Historic Sites Surveyor
ORGANIZATION DATE
6/79
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
1745 Circle Rd.
CITY OR TOWN STATE
Ruxton Maryland 21204

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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36 E. Montgomery Street
Block 0895 Lots 022
Baltimore City
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( B-140 36 E. Montgomery St.
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South elevation



