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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT 2 4D ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This is a large masonry structure, four stories hign and
five bays wide. The roof is flat.

The facade of the first story is faced with stone. Tuo
bay windows flank a doorway with two flat pilasters, which
support an entablature. Above this is a projecting, cornice-
like belt course.

The windows of the second, third, and fourth stories
are all double hung one-over-one, which decrease with size
in each successive story. Sccond story windows have window
baskets, simple, stone sills, and flat-arched lintels, the
latter topped by cornices. These cornices are flat and
bracketed, except in the middle bay, where the cornice as-
sumes a form of bracketed pediment. Third story windouws
have simple stone sills and no lintels. A string course ap-
pears between the thir. and fourth story windows.

The soutn side of the building has a bipartite transomed
door flanked by four-over-four double hung windows with
simple stone sills and flat-arched lintels on its first
story. Un the second story, single six-over-six double
hung windows with simple stone sills and no lintels flank
a grou: of three narrower four-over-four double hung win-
dows which share a comm.n sill. This same arrangemnent ap-
pears on the third story. In the fourth story, one six-
over-six double hung window flanked by two small, single
hung, six-light windows interrupt a moulded belt course.

A parapet riscs above the roof line of the facade immed-
iately abuve these windouws.

Behind the ma.n structure is a masonry carriage house
whicn is four bays wide and one and a half stories high.

Un the first story, between the double hung, four-over

four windows with stone sills and flat-arched lintels aon
either end of the building's east side, there is one double
door set in a segmental arch, and one smaller, flat-arched
door to its left. Un the second story is one small, wooden
door placed abov:e the flat-arched door of the first story.

A relatively recent door set in a flat arch appears on tne
snoutheast corner of the building. The Lest of tnis side of
the building is unbroken masonry. The southern wall rises as
a parapet above the ruvof line of tne eastern wa 1.

The west side of the building is bruken into three bays
by two pairs of flat pilasters which rise to support an en-
tablature and roof c.rnice which extend the length of the
side. The first story's middle bay is o.cupied by a double
door whicih is placed in a slightly projecting masonry frame
to ped by a cornice. A door occupies either flanking bay;
these are set in flat-arched, unadorned frames. Above (he
first story there is a projecting belt course which is in-
terrupted by the pilasters at the extreme ends of tne west
side of tine building, and the two pairs of pilasters flank-
ing the central bay. The second story windows are set in
flat-arched recesses, and a pear to ue single hung with thref
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE . Lo . A .
he northern end of Bluck 550's significance insofar

architecture is concerned has alreday been recognized,
it has been included in the Mount Vernon Historical
Uistrict. wany other buildings on this block merit at-
tentiun as well.

fhe Frankl.n Sircet Presbyterian church, designed by
nobert Carey Long, Jr., in 1ld44, is a fine example of
resurrected tnglish Late Gothic design adantcd to mason-
Ty.

The YWCA Building (l1Y15) is a study in early tuwen-
tieth century large commercial structures, complete w.th
some Italianizing details popular witnh American architectd
in the late ninetecnth and early t entieth centuries.

545 Park nvenue s a luir.e townhouse dating frowm the
mid to late 184.s (all of the original structures on this
side of the block date fr . 184u-50). illodest in appear-
ance and unclutte:ed with superfluous ornamentation, it
stands as a gqood, if somewhat altered exemplum of tne
classicizing vernacular architectural styles predominant
in Baltimore in the mid nineteentl century, as do the
renainder of the rowhuuses on the Park Avenue side of the
block. (An exception is 507 rfark Avenue, which is a tuwo
story slructure daiting from the second decade of the
twentieth century.

The Cathedral Street side of the block contains somewhs
larger houses built in more eclectic modes, several dif-
ferent ones often appearing in a single building. 504
Lathedral is a typical example, in which Second Empire,
Classical, and Late English Gotnic elements are merged.

The significance of the bluck lies in the varisties of
architeciural styles found in tre two groups of original
structures remaining on Park Avenue and on Cathedral Stred
illustrative as they aie of the eclecticism of mid nine-
teentn century townhouse design, and in the two large
structures on Franklin Street, i. e., the Franklin Street
Fresbyterian Church, and the YWCA Building.
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7. (continued)

lights. The entablature and cornice above the sccond
story's miwdle bay projects slightly.
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505 Park Avenue
Block 0550, Lot 007
Baltimore City
Baltimore East Quad.
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