
BALTIMORE METROCENTER SURVEY SURVEY NO.': B - 2 0 1 2 

AREA: Cathedra l H i l l MAGI NO, 0420125511 

A d d r e s s : 14 West F rank l in S t r e e t 
C u r r e n t Name: Wi l son ' s Antiques 

Lot s i z e : 15 f t . x 145 f t . 
M a t e r i a l s : Brick, wood, stone 
Owner: Edw. c. Wilson et a l 
A c c e s s i b l e : yes, restricted 
L i b e r / F o l i o : RHB 3614/486 

Block: 551 Lot: 2 
He ight : 4 
Cond i t i on : Good 
Use :Commercial /Residential 
D e s i g n a t i o n : 

H i s t o r i c Name: 
D a t e : ca . 1870 
Architect/Builder: „:.-. 
Style (if appropriate): 

Description: The easternmost of a pair of identical townhouses, this house's 
facade is a duplicate of 16 West Franklin Street. The first floor is on a marble-
facade basement and marble steps lead to the entrance, an arch with marble surround, 
complemented by an arched window. The,present opening has a single plate glass 
and a half-dome awning. The door arch has a leaded fanlight and an iron gate which 
is probably not original to the house. The common bond exterior is more visible 
on the second and third stories. The second floor has a three-sided oriel window 
with cable moldings flanking narrow 1/1 segmentally arched windows. Floral moldings 
outline the top and lower edges of the bay. Iron balustrades are attached to the 
lower part of the windows. The third floor has 4/4 windows and flat arches. The 
fourth story is a scalloped slate mansard with a large dormer. Paired 2/2 windows 
have a segmental arch below a shallow full pediment. The cornice below the mansard 
has dentils alternating with leaf brackets. 

Significance: 
Area: architecture Level: local 

The pair of houses at 14 and 16 West Franklin are good representatives of the 
eclectic style of the last quarter of the 19th century. Based on the rowhouse 
form, the details are collected from many historical precedents. For example, the 
stone arches on the first story recall the Greek Revival door surrounds of the 1830's, 
while the oriel bay suugests Gothic Revival origins. The mansard is based on French 
Second Empire examples, but is much simplified in these houses. Beginning about 
1920, the house at No. 14 went into commercial use and was tenanted for several years 
by a law book store and a corset shop, among other businesses. 

Sources: City directories 
Surveyor and Date: Janet Davis, May 1985 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
19 74 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 
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