
BALTIMORE METROCENTER SURVEY 

AREA- Cathedral Kill 

Address : 407 North Charles Street 
Current Name: Purnell Art Company 

SURVEY NO. : B-2092 

MAGI NO. : 0420925711 

Block: 566 Lot : 4 
Height : 4 
Condi t ion: Good 
Use : Commercial 
D e s i g n a t i o n : 

Lot s i z e : 26 f t . x 126 f t . 
M a t e r i a l s : stone 
Owner: Roger Brown et a l 
A c c e s s i b l e : yes, r e s t r i c t ed 
L i b e r / F o l i o : RHB 3606/145 
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H i s t o r i c Name: 
Date: ca. 1921 
Architect/Builder: A. Lowther Forrest, arch. ._-. ...... 
Style (if appropriate) : Classical Revival 

Description: The three-bay facade has a smooth ashlar limestone wall surface with 
a storefront on the first floor. The storefront has a flat bell-arched stone frame 
in which the off-center recessed doorway and plate glass display window are set. 
The entry has mosaic tile with the address number inlaid. The transom has vertical 
muntins. Applied letters above the transom identify the art firm. A plain project­
ing string course sets off the upper stories. The second floor has plain pilasters 
framing the windows, which are single plate glass with vertically muntined transoms. 
The entablature above forms the sill for the third floor windows, which are 8/1 
and have blind arches above each. The fourth floor windows are 6/6 and have plain 
surrounds. The cornice has modillions, dentils, and lion heads. The parapet above 
the cornice has three balustrades alternating with panels. The side wall on the 
north at the fourth floor indicates the fourth story was formerly a mansard. 

Significance: 
Area: architecture Level : local 

The restrained symmetry of this Classical Revival facade is a visual counter­
point to the elaborate neighboring Bowen & King facade on the south. A. Lowther 
Forrest was also capable of highly ornamented designs, as indicated by the 1905 
Macht Building on Fayette Street. The Purnell Art Company has occupied the building 
since 1921. In May 1985, Purnell Art Company moved to 309 Cathedral Street (B-21791 

Sources: Tercentenary Hist, of Md. (1925); city directories 
Surveyor and Date: Janet Davis, April 1985 
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407 North Charles Street B-2092 
Cathedral Hill - Metrocenter Survey 
Baltimore (City), Maryland 
Photo: Janet Davis 
Date: August 1984 
Neg. loc.: Maryland Historical Trust 
West elevation 
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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST WORKSHEET 

c NOMINATION FORM 
for the 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, NATIONAL PARKS SERVICE 

The P u r n e l l G a l l e r i e s 
AND/OR HISTORIC: 

J2> LOCATION 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

407 N o r t h C h a r l e s S t r e e t 
CITY OR TOWN: 

Bal t imore 
STATE 

i a r y l a n d 
3. CLASSIF ICAT ION 
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CATEGORY 
(Check One) 

OWNERSHIP STATUS 
ACCESSIBLE 

TO THE PUBLIC 

• District §j] Building 

• Sit* Q Structure 

• Object 

• Public 

60 Private 

• Both 

Public Acquisition: 

• In Process 

I I Being Considered 

(xl Occupied 

f~l Unoccupied 

• Preservation work 

in progress 

Yes: 

• Restricted 

£3 Unrestricted 

a NO 

PRESENT USE (Check One or More ma Appropriate) 

I I Agricultural 

1X1 Commercial 

[ I Educational 

1 1 Entertainment 

I I Government 

I I Industrial 

P Military 

I I Museum 

• Private Residence 

I I Religious 

I I Scientific 

• Transportation 

• Other (Specify.) 

I 1 Comments 

1.4. OWNER OF PROPERTY" 
f " rx',1 L'Lilt'U1.1. . ' " :' 6'WNER'S NAME: 

Sane Berman e t a l 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

CITY OR TOWN: 

t& ^CAT)bNOF~LE6AL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. REGISTRY OF DEEDS. ETC: 

Records O f f i c e . Room 6 0 1 , B a l t i m o r e C i t y Cou r t house 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

Calvert and Fayette Streets 
CITY OR TOWN: 

Bal t imore Maryland 21202 
Ti t l e Reference of Current Deed (Book & Pa. # ) : RH B 2 9 39-635 

\6, ^6P«€$ENTAf}QN m EXISTING SURVEYS 
• •• InVli ihl l 1 

TITLE OF SURVEY: 

Hiry of RaU.imnrR MRI nhhnrhnod Surue; 
DATE OF SURVEY: 1 9 7 R D Federal • State Q County Q Local 

O 
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: 

s i on f o r Hist, .—and A r c h . P r e s . 
STREET AND NUMBER 

76 5, 
CITY OR TOWN: 

B a l t i m o r e 

Calver t—Street STATE: 

i i iaryland 21202 
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SIGNIFICANCE 
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PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

• Pre-Columbian • 16th Century 

• 15th Century • '7th Century 

• 18th Century 

• 19th Century 

• 20th Century 

SPECIFIC DATEIS) (It Applicable and Known) 

A R E A S OF S I G N I F I C A N C E (Check One or More aa Appropriate) 

Abor iginal 
I I Prehistoric 

• Historic 

I I Agriculture 

I | Architecture 

D Art 
[~1 Commerce 

[~1 Communications 

I I Conservation 

I 1 Education 

I I Engineering 

I | Indus try 

QH Invention 
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• Other (Specify) 

S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

Refer to 421 North Charles 

PS-709 
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p>. MAJOR StSLIOGRAPHtCAt REFERENCES 
1 1 

10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

L A T I T U D E AND L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 
D E F I N I N G A R E C T A N G L E L O C A T I N G T H E P R O P E R T Y 
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OF LESS T H A N T E N A C R E S 

L A T I T U D E 

Degrees Minutes Seconds 
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LONGI T U D E 
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APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 
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Acreage Justification: 
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U. FORM PREPARED BY 

N A M E AND Tl T L E : 

3oseph Potts, Planning Assistant 
ORGANI Z A T I O N 

Commission for Hist, and Arch. Pres. 11/26/75 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

26 S. Calvert Street 
C I T Y OR TOWN: 

Baltimore i i i a r y l and 2120? 
12, State Liaison Officer Review; (Office Use Only) 

Significance of this property is: 
National Q State • Local • 

Signature 
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CITY 0<" WACTJMOnC • 

DEPARTMENT. OF PUBLIC WORKS 
BURCAU O r PLANS ft SURVEYS 

Cttijf-'l. H ! Y l.OCA ' iON DIVISION 

'YARD 4 SECTION I 

BLOCK 6 • •-



B-2092 
Purnell Art Company 
407 North Charles Street 
Block 0566 Lot 004 
Baltimore City 
Baltimore East Quad 

GIS data Courtesy of 
the City of Baltimore, MOIT/EGIS 
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