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CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 
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—FAIR —UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The store occupies two buildings that stand next to one another. The upper 
story facades of both buildings retain their original appearance. However 
the first story facades of both buildings have been modified to accomodate 
a single design that unifies them. 

The first story facade facing Howard Street is of reddish rectangular tiles 
A flat tripartite plate glass window punctuates the facade to the left. Another 
opening, of approximately the same size as the one housing the display win­
dow, houses a centered recessed entrance of two flat plate glass double doors 
surmounted by a flat plate glass transom. Flanking the entrance to either side 
is a flat plate glass display window, The first story facade facing Saratoga 
Street is carved with the same reddish rectangular tiles. From the left it is 
punctuated by a double, flat plate glass window. Further to the right, the 
facade is punctuated by a tripartite flat plate glass display window. 

The upper story facades of the two bay wide corner building are of running 
bond brick. The roof of this building is flat. The facades facing Howard 
Street are described as follows: The second story facade is punctuated 
by four flat double hung windows with one over one lights, splayed brick 
lintels and stone sills. A band course visually divides the second and 
third story facades. The fenestration punctuating the third through the 
fifth story facades is organized into shallow full arched brick recessions. 

These columns are identified by identical groupings of three contiguous 
windows on the third and fourth story facades. These windows are flat and 
double hung with one-over-one lights. Each group is accompanied by a stone 
lintel and sill. Either column ends in the fifth story facade to a tripartite 
full arched window. Each component window is double hung. Both tripartite 
windows are accompanied with stone sills and molded brick full arched lintels. 
The two recessed arches spring from three piers that have been capped in stone. 
A stone and brick band course visually separates the fifth and sixth story 
facades. The sixth story is punctuated by six flat double hung windows with 
one-over-one lights, stone sills, and brick lintels. The sixth story facade 
is surmounted by a brick parapet wall with recessed brick panels. The seven 
bay wide facades facing Saratoga Street are described as follows: The two 
end bays are identical in organization. That is their elements are organized 
in the same was as the elements of the two bays facing Howard Street. They 
have been previous by described. The remaining five bays are identical in 
organization. The second story facades of these bays are punctuated by a flat, 
double hung window, with one-over-one lights, stone sills and splayed brick 
lintels. Their third and fourth story facades are each punctuated by a flat 
double hung window ubrth two over two lights, stone sills, and brick lintels. 
The fifth story facades of each of the five bays is punctuated by a full 
arched double hung window with two over two lights, brick sills, and full 
arched brick lintels. In each of these five central bays the fenestration 
punctuating the third thru fifth story facades in organized into full 
arched shallow brick recessions. The Sixth story facade of each of the five 
central bays is punctuated by a flat double hung window with one over one 

lights, stone sills and splayed brick lintels. A brick parapet wall surmounts 
CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Block 57& is a more or less typica l example of the transformation of what was an e s ­
sen t i a l l y r e s iden t i a l block into an almost completely commercial one with in the area 
designated as the Central Business Di s t r i c t of Baltimore. The present archi tec ture 
may be bas ica l ly categorized as e i ther larger commercial s t ruc tures ( a l l dating from 
the twentieth century) or nineteenth century rowhouses. Of the l a t t e r a l l have been 
a t l ea s t p a r t i a l l y a l te red since a l l now house small businesses. Along Howard, Sara­
toga and Mulberry S t ree t s , what old buildings tha t remain have been transmogrified 
to the point of insignificance. The old s t ructures on Park Avenue have fared somewhat 
be t t e r : t h i s i s the heart of Baltimore's small Chinatown, and several buildings with 
Chinese characters inscribed on t h e i r facades appear here. 

Arriving the newer s t ruc tu res , Johnson Brothers (Saratoga S t r ee t ) , Pollack-Blum's, and 
Massey's ( a l l Howard Stree t ) a l l contribute to the metange of ear ly twentieth century 
commercial s ty les found here. All are r e l a t i ve ly intact and in good repa i r . Progress 
Federal Savings and Loan (Howard) represent larger building designs a t mid century. 

The block's significance may be found in i t s locat ion in the heart of the Ci ty ' s Central 
Business D i s t r i c t , and in i t s s t i l l considerable number of mid century r e s iden t i a l 
s t ruc tu res . 
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the sixth story facade. The parapet wall carries shallow brick panels. 

The other building also ha«r running bond building walls. The building is one 
bay wide. The second and third story facades are identically fenestrated. That 
is,each facade is punctuated by two groups of three contiguous windows. The 
two groups on each facade are divided by a wide mullion. Both groups rest on 
decorative metal panels. The second story facade windows sit in a flat arch 
frame while the third story facade windows are accompanied by a molded flat arch 
lintel. The lintels is surmounted by a painted wood cornice supported by two 
brackets. The cornice is surmounted by a shallow parapet wall shaped in imitation 
of a pediment. The roof is flat. 
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Pollack-Blums (Crook-Horner & Co. Plumbers' & Mill Supplies Manufacturers Mattress Factory) 
301-303 (& 307) N.Howard Street *' 
Block 0578, Lots 010 & 011 
Baltimore City 
Baltimore East Quad. 

GIS data Courtesy of 
the City of Baltimore, MOIT/EGIS 
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