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COMMON: 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTE R OF HI STOR IC PLACES 
INV ENTO RY - NOM INA TI ON FORM 

(Type all entries - complete applicable sections) 
·.· . . .... 

Carrollton Viaduct 

STAT !!: 

tarvland 
COUNTY: 

Baltimore Citv 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

ENTRY NUMU ER I DATE 

I 

[i'.. ':' LOCAT~O:..:N.:._ __________________ ..-----------------i 
STRE E T ANC NUMBER: 

_ ___Jtlzy.nn t ~ F::il 1 c: n<>.::ir l"<irrol 1 P::irk 
CITY OR TOWN: 

R::il timl"\rP r; tv 
STATE I CODE !COUNTY: I COD E 

,..,..,.,,,.,......_--.Mar.yiand~----'----.----"-' --'--'~-~n4~~1~~· 'w·m~,"~-~~~r-;·~~~"1------'-'---1 
t~4,'.CLASSI FICA,_T_:JO_:N__:_ ___ ..---___ .. _ "· _:_:-':;,,;\.~'-· .. _· ·_. ~'·'-"-"-· ,,. __ .. _._. _ ._....;.. ,,.._ .. ....;.' ___..._··.,,--·· __ .. __ '-...--------: 

CATEGORY ' !II OWNERSHIP 
(Check One) 

STATUS 
ACCESSIBL E 

TO THE PUBLI C 

0 District 0 Building 

0 Site Q{ S1ructure 

0 Object 

0 Public: 

[) Private 

0 Both 

Public: Acquisition: 

O Jn Process 

0 Being c;,nsiderecl 

PRESENT USE (Cf:<';C /< One or More as Appropriate) 

0 Agri c:u ftur .;> ! 0 
0 Commerc:iol 0 
0 Educotiona I 0 
0 Entertainment 0 

OWNER'S N AM E: 

Government 

Industrial 

Military 

Museum 

0 Pork 

0 Private Residence 

0 Religious 

0 Scientific: 

··:···. •; .. ,.)· .. -. \::\ .. 

Bal timore and Ohio Railroad Company 
STREET ANO NUMBER: 

CITY OR TOWN : STATE: 

i' 0 Oc:c:upied Yes: 

I; O Res1ric: t ed 0 Unoccupi ed 
If O Unreslric:ted i!D Preservotion work 

Ii Jn progress (XI No 

~ Tronsportotion 

QI Other (Specify) 

:"·:·= · 

0 Comments 

CODE 

Baltimore City Harvilnnd 

AJ/./l 
P">-2 J 

;·:: l~~i]:od,~ 10-NOF-~·EGA-L·o·Esc·RIPT~o_N ________ ;_. _·_., · )~\._',· __ ... ~' ..... : ._, ... _. _ .. _ ... ____ ·' -------+----1 
COURTHO U SE , REG IS TRY OF DEEDS, E T C: n 

0 
c 
z ~and Records Office of The Suuerior Court of Baltim~~e 

STREET AN O NUM BER: -I 
< 

Room 610 . Baltimore Citv Court House 
CITY OR TOWN: STATE CODE 

. ...... 
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4-0~._......._...,'&-_...,.,_,_......_.~~~~--~~---~------~-~-~---;---+< O t 

DATE OF SURVE Y: 19_7(1 !if.} FecleroJ Q State Q County Q loc:ol zc :.._:ul 
bEF>OSITORY FOR SUflVEY RECO RDS: 
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Distriu:t o f Columbia 
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~---g_c~od _____ '_a_~~-0-ne-J---------~ B-,, !i ll r-<l] Excellent 0 Fair 0 Dotcriorotod 0 Ruins 0 Un&xposed o1J t 
(Chock Ouo) I (Chock Ono) 

O Altorcd ~ Unaltered 0 Moved U Original Sito I :. 
f7, DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION 

DESCRIBE T HE PRESENT ANO ORIGINAi.. (If knowtr) PHYSICAi.. APPEARANCE ~ 

The Carrollton Viaduct crosses Gwynn's Falls near Baltimore, Maryland. 
The structure is built of finely dressed ashlar masonry. Two hundred ninety ~ l 

seven feet long, the viaduct spans the stream wi~h a full center ed arch l; 
eighty feet in diameter and measuring sixty-two feet from the crown of the f 1 
intrados to the bed of the stream. On either side of the arch are masonry 
walled approaches. The east approach has four shallow butresses, twenty­
seven feet -on center, on either side of the viaduct. The west approach has 
five shallow buttresses twenty-seven feet on center on either side of the 
viaduct . Between the second and third west buttresses is an arched passage­
way sixteen feet wide through the viaduct to provide for a wagon road . The 
width of the viaduct is twenty-six feet six inches and the road bed carries 
a double track and two three-foot wooden walkways . Between the buttresses 
and in the spandrels of. either side of the ~rch are shallow recessed stone 
panels which give the bridge a restrained severity reminiscent of the 
designs of Sir John Soane of Claude Nicholas Ledoux. 
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PER IOD (Cl1cd< One or M ore 011 Approprlnle) 

0 P re -Columbian l 0 16th C entur y 0 18 th c .. ntury 

IXJ 19th Century 

0 20th Ce ntury B-JJ 
Q 15th Ce ntury 0 17th Century 

SPEC I FIC OATE( S I (If Appllc1tblc ond Known) 

... RE AS OF SIGNIFIC ... NCE (Check Ono or Moro .,,, Appropriate) 

Abor iginol 0 Education 0 P oli t ical 0 Urban P lanning 

0 Prehi storic JO Engineering 0 Re ligion/Phi. 0 Other (Specify) 

0 Historic 0 Industry losaphy 

0 Agriculture 0 Invention 0 Scie nce 

~ Archi tecture 0 londsc ape 0 Sculpture 

0 Art Architectur" 0 Socia l/ Humon· 

0 Commerce 0 lite rature itarion 

0 Communicoti ons 0 Military 0 Theater 

0 Conse rvotton 0 Music XX Transpor totion 

ST ... TEM E NT OF SIGNIFICANC E 

The 19th century can fairly be called the century of the railroad. The 
development of the railroad closely parallels the economic, social and 'I 

cult ural development of the country as a whole during this period . The 
railr oad industry created an architecture of its own as traditional building 

1 forms were adapted to fit its particular needs . A position of great impor-
t ance in this development is held by the Carrollton Viaduct which crosses ! 
Gwynn's Falls near Carroll Park in Baltimore, Maryland. Constructed between 
May, 1828 and Novemb er , 1829, the Carroll t on Viaduct is the first masonry 
railroad bridge constr ucted in ·the United States. It is constructed of 
dressed granite ashlar and spans the stream with a full center arch , eighty 
f eet in diameter. Designed by James Lloyd and constructed by Caspar Wever , 
t he viaduct has a severity of design and lack of ornament quite appropriate 
to its industrial use. This severity has also given it a timeless quality i 
so that it does not appear surpri sing: that it is stil l in daily use . The 
Car~ollton Viaduct is importan c becaus e it is the first of its ki nd. It is 
a bench mark in Ame r ican industrial architecture . 

History 

In May , 1828 , Charles Ca rroll , last living Signer of the Decl aration 
I ndependence , laid the cornerstone of the stone viaduct that was to carry 
tracks of the fledgling Baltimor e and Ohio Railroad over the water-course 

of I 
th, 

of Gwynn ' s Falls. The viaduct was comple ted in November , 1829 , and named 
the Carrollton Viaduct . It was designed by James Lloyd and buil t by Caspar I 
Wever . The bridge has withstood, with no ill effect, the change in transpor­
t a t ion technology from light horse drawn carriages on wooden tracks today's 
heavy diese l engines pulling f~lly loaded box cars on steel tracks . Andrew 
Jackson , the first United States President to r ide on a train , travelled on 
the B & 0 from Ellicott ' s Mills to Baltimore on June 6 , 1833. The voyage 
of t hirteen miles took his train over the Car rollton Viaduct. Still very 
much in use , the vi aduct has been in continuous ser vice for 142 year s • 
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r 9. MAJOR Bll3LIOCRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

I ~ & 0 Annual Re~ort 2 1830, B & 0 Annual Reeort, 1831 . . . necrford, Edward, Story of the B & 0 Railroad , [ New York 1928) • 
~agle, Lawrence w., "Let Us Build a Railroad", Valle:ts of Histor:t , Vol. 4, No . 1, P· 8-17, Winter 1968. Condit, Carl w.' American Building Art, [New 
York, 1960]. 
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110 . GEOGRAPHICAL bA TA I ·-- ,-- ----____ .., _____ . -., 
\..AT ITU OE ANO \..ONl.ITUOE COORDIN AT ES \..ATITUOE ANO t..ONGITUOE COORC:'lA 'rl':S 

I DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING TH E PROPERTY 0 OE FINING TME CENTER POINT 01" A ::><> OP ERT V 

R 
01" \..ESS THAN Tf"•I ACR ES I 

CORNER LATITU DE LON Cl TU DE t..ATI TUOE LONGl 'rUDC 
Degree$ Minutes Seconds Oe9rees Minutos Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minu tes Seconds 

NW 0 . . 0 . . 39 0 16. 31 · 76 0 39. 19 .. 
NE 0 . . 0 . . 
SE 0 . ~ 0 . . 
(,W 0 . . 0 . . 

APPROXIMATE ACREl'GE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 
(1- IST ALL STATES !>NO COUNTIES F"OR PROPERTIES OVER\..APPING STATE OR COUN TY BOUNDARIES 
STATE: CODE COUNTY CODE 

-.J 
STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE 

STAT E: CODE COUNTY: · CODE 

STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE 

0 I. ' FORM PREPARED BY 
., 

NAME ANO TITLE: 

w. Brown Morton III , Architect ·-ORG ANI ZA TIONQffice of Archeology and His toric Preser vation I OATE 
'Nationa l Park Service, Historic Sites Survey · August 5, 1971 
STREET ANO NUMBER: 

801-19th Street t-N. W. 
CITY OR TOWN: STATE CO DE 

Washin.aton District of Co lumbia 
I 12 • . ST/I.TE LIAISON OFFICER CERT I FICA I ION NATIONAL REGISTER VER IFICATICN 

As lhe designa ted Sl ate L ia ison Offic er for the Na-

lional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public I.aw I he reby certify that this properl y is included in the 

89-065), l hereb y nominate this property for inclusion National Register. 

ln the Nationa I Rel'(i!lle r and certify that it has been 

evaluated according lo the crite ria a nd proccdu res set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
Chie l , Office ol Archeolo~y and His toric Prcscrvllfion 

level of sir,nificancc or this nomination is : 

National 0 State 0 L ocal 0 

D11te 

Numl' 
ATTI::ST: 

Title 

K cc11or o/ Tho Nati <J11<1l R c•/!istcr 
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1Form 10-301 UNIT . TES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR c - · · • TE 

(July 1969) ~TIONAL PARK SERVICE . _ryland 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
COUNTY 

R-<lltimore 
PROPERTY MAP FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) 
ENT RY NUMBER I DATE 

I 
11. NAME 

COMMON : Carrollton Viaduct 
ANDI OR HISTOR I C : Carrol 1 tnn Vi ,,fi,."r 

(2 . . LOCATION 
STREET ANO NUMBER: 

1Gwvnn 1 t:: F.<t11t:: nP.<tT" r,, .. -~11 p,,,_1, 

CITY OR T OWN : 

Baltimore 
STATE: 

I CODE I COUNTY : I COOE 

Maryland I I Baltimore I 

13. MAP REFERENCE 
. . ,• . 

;-;' -_:; 

SOURCE: 

U. S.G.S . 7.5 Minute Series, Baltimore East Md .. Ot•.<i<lr-'lnl'.71 P 

SCALE: 1:24,000 
DATE: 1953, revised 1966 

[4 .. REQUIR_EMENTS ' 
'' 

, ... 
TO BE INCLUDED ON AL.I.. MAPS 

1. Property broundaries where required. 

2. North arrow. 

3. Latitude and longitude reference. 

- -
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INT ERIOR STATE 

/ NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
COUNTY _/ 

PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph) 
E 'NTRY NUMllER 

I 
DATE 

I 
11, , NAME· ' ' ' 

} '. 

COMMON: 

ANO/ OR l-llSTORIC : 

12. 1..0CATION , ,..,:.;.:· 

'" 
STREET ANO NUMBER: 

,./' 
.; 

CITY OR TOWN : 
.. 

/'' 
ST A TE: 

-~ 
CODE ICO U NTV: I CODE 

I I 

p. PHOTO REFERENCE ' ,.:• ..... 
.PHOTO CREOIT: _.. 

OATE OF Pl-IOTO: 

N EGATIVE FILED AT: 
,,..., 

/~ 

t4. ' IOENTIFICATIO~ 
0 E Sc' R I B E V I E W , DIRECTI ON, ETC . 
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,.._ "'. liistorlc Bridges on Baltimore & Ohio Railroad 

Balt1Jr.ore1 l{d . 1 J cinuary 211 1960 

Memorandum: 

"Carroll Viaduct" - Bridee 4-A, Mt. Cl.:1.re Branch, Baltlmore Terminal 
Di vision, c:ross:i..n~ GH:m.n3 Falls. D'.'.ltiT:lorc, I-ide See nt to.ch~d Photo .ft.11; 
World ' s oldest railroad bridgo no·,; in use. ' 
$tone arch viac:uct, total length 297 ft . 
Main arch over stream clear opening 80 '; arch over roadway at west 

end 16 ' 011 clear opening. 
Opened to tr:.:ffic J.;cci!focr 4, 1C29, end in· cont1.nuous \.lOO since th~t date. 
Corn0r stone "ras lcid in the autumn of 1828 b7 Carles Carroll of 

Carrollton, then the l ast survivins sicnor of the Dcclnration ot 
Indopendence . Hr. C~rroll also uoliver ed o.n address at the ceremonies 
incident to openi.T'lg the viaduct to traffic. 

"Thoroo Viaduct" - Bridge 10-A, Washington Branch, Baltimore Divi~ion-West 
Sen n.tt.:1chcd Photo /12 
Stone urch vi<::.auct; co~.~i:enced July l GJ.3; opened to ·c::-ofiic July 1, 1035. 
Desi0ned by Bonjar:dn Henry Latrobo, Jr. (1807-:"1378) 
Totnl lencth 612 ft . Contains 8 ollipticaJ. arches, wlth clear opon:i.nes 
varyin~ between 57 ' 10).11 and 58 '1+1" in width. Car::i.es curved align­
mont. I t is still subject to the continuous moveI:.:m t of tho heaviest 
modern motive power. 
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B-21 
Carrollton Viaduct 
B&O Railroad over Gwynn's Falls 
Baltimore City 
Baltimore County 
Baltimore West Quad. 

GIS data Courtesy of 
the City of Baltimore, MOIT/EGIS 
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